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In its neceſſity and uſe briefly held forth; that 
-. each Chriſtian may havea proper ballaFf of his 
own, of the grounds and reaſons of his 
faith, and thus ſee the greatneſle of that © 
ſecurity, on which he adventures 
his eternal Fine } 
Oo R - %hannaslt ths L 
The true and infallible way , for attaining a cons 
firmed ſtate in Religion, from theſe primary evis 
Jencesand demonſtrations of our faith ;; which the- © 
Lord hath himſelf given, ſo as it may be eaſy fag 
the meaneſt inthe Church ro know the ſame, 
and be ready to render an-.account 
thereof to all that ask. 
 Witha $hort and confirming proſpe& of the - 
work of the Lord about his Church, 
in theſe laſt times, 
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; men to be making 
+ ſuch an aſſurance of his truth , as can fully quiet 
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The PREFACE, © 


Yo never more preſſingly called 
== DS for , then in theſe dayes , for 
peace with God, and to bave 


and ſupport the ſoul , though all ſenſible props 
should be brocken , and fail, Great changes doe 
ſurely haſten on this generation , and the lite of 
faith, is in an other manner like to be put totryal, 


| then ſince the Churches riſe and recovery from An- | 


tichriſtian bondage. The ſtorme now viſibly } 
grows upon the Churches of Chriſt, though nothing 
is thus to faint or shake , the ſpirits of any , who 
know their anchor is ſure and caſt within the vail; 
but the ſlrongefF difficulties , mn following the 
Lord, when oyercome, yeelds the greateſt yic- 
tory , and will be not only matter of joy here, but 
to all etermty, in having with patience and hope 
indured, and yot well through a throng of tempta- 
tions and aſſaults in 4 reſolute adherence to the 
truth, If men think, it their wisdome to ſecure 
therr private intereſt , by dividing it in ſuch a time 


from the publick_ cauſe of the Reformed Church , 


and make light of the greateſt truths of God now 
aſſaulted , of the blood of the Martyrs , yea of 


y their own eternal ſtare , by any coolneſſe or shrin- 
- 


= king. 


king from the ſame; they will find no temporal | 
motives , can ever compenſe that loſſe and ruine | 
which inevitably will meet ſuch in the iſſue z yea | 
that, theſe words of Mordecai to Eſther, Eſth.4: 
I3, 14. have the ſame voice , and weight in this | 
day. What is held forth in the following worke, | 
T may with humble confidence ſay z was under 
ſome preſſure to have ſuch clear evidence and | 
quieting perſuaſion of divine truth, as made it 
leſſe eaſy to have my own ſpirit ſatisfyed herein , 
then poſſibly it may be to others ; for if it were not 
from that bleſſed aſſurance of the Lords being God, | 
of the revelation of Chriſt, and of the glory to 
come , I should not know what could be confor- | - 
ting or make 4 rational being defireable. Some ſin- | 
gulare ingadgments I judge my ſelf alſo to ſtand. | 
under , for putting to my ſeal to the truth and | 
faithfulneſſe of God in his word , from many | 
ſignal confirmations hereof in the courſe of my pil- | 
grimage , if ſuch a poor teſtimony might be of any | 
weight. Let the bleſſed Lord , gratiouſly ac- 
cept this ſmall offering to him, and for the in> 
tereſt of his truth, by ſo mean-an inſtrument , | 
and give ſome fruit hereof , that may abide , | 


and be found in the day of Chriſt, | 
Ihoge the Reader may find by a peruſal of the 1. | 
Chap. of what ſerrous ſe and mtent the 11. 15; yea that Þ 
tr: this dy it was not unſeaſonable or tncongruous to the Þ 
forgorng ſubject what 15 held forth 1m the 11T. Chaprer. |: 
But oh it 1s ſad and amazing to think how few are un- 
der that weight of Religion , as once to have 4 page | 
8gnquiry 07 the grounds and reaſons thereof, and to ac- | 
compt the moſt ſpecial aſſiſt ances ro thur faith ro be the 

greateſt helpers of cheir joy within z1me. 
. The | 


(1) 
THE 
True and infallible 
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i | For attaining a confirmed ſtate: 
in RELIGION , &C. 


CHAPI EN © 


The Primitive Confirmation in the truth of 
; Chriſtianity, heldforth and cleared, in its 
continued neceſſity and uſe to this day, in # 
few Poſitions. 


SM; Hat nothing can have a mo- roſe, T, © 
@VY reſadand rents aſpect 'Y 
1) on the preſent ſtate of reli- 
Fvw)//j gion in all the churches of 
a Aa) Chriſt , then that utter eſ- 
== LZAD trangment , moſt are un- 
der, to the true grounds of faith, and to 
thoſe foundamental differences betwixt 
Chriſtianity, &every falſe way, which no 
pretended religion can lay claim to. The 
| þ reaſonsof the Poſition, aretheſe, T, That 
* | itistoo viſibly manifeſt, how no men in the 
A world 


(2) 
world know fo little of their own profeſ- 
fion, wereitof any human art or ſcience, 
as ſuch who bear the name of Chriſtians, or 
are ſo generally ſtrangers to the truth and 
firmneſle of the principles therof, for main- 
tainingeithera due valuation, or powerful 
ſenſe of _ ſame on their ſoul ; _ an 
implicit and traditional profeſſion is the on! 
n- and propriety apr can claim - 
the truth , and dofrine they profeſle. 
TI. That fo rarealfo is any ſuch ſerious worke 
amonghſt men , as a perſonal inquiry and 
tryal, if there be indeed ſuch a thing as an 
experimental and ſoul quickning religion in the 
earth, that can bear the expenſe of the moſt 
diſmal and afficting times, and hath ſo great 
a temporal revenue lying therto, as peace 
with God, animmediate communion with 
him, the joy and comforts of the H. Gho#, 
when under ſuch preſſours of trouble as are 
above the ſupport of nature. III. That 
the furtheſt account, why moſt goe under 
the name of Chriſtians, rather then of an 
other forme, can riſe no higher then cyſto= 
me and education, that it did beſpeak them 
from their birth ,. and was the religion of | 
their anceſtours, yea become in that man= 
ner naturall to them , as thecuſtomes and 
language of their country ; which are 
grounds that Should determineto the very 


oppo- 
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(3): 
oppoſite profeſſion, if they were ſtated un- 
der the ſame circumſtances, and had the {as 
me motives to be CMHahumetans; ince it is 
ſure theſe can found no other aſſent, then is 
ſuitable to the nature and ſtrenth therof 
I V. That thus it cannot be under debate, 
how the moſt numerous part of viſible pro- 
feſſours, are ſo deſtitute of any defenſe from 


- internal motives , and ſolid conviction of 


the truth they profeſle, upon its own evie 
dence; as there was never more cauſe to fear, 
ſome unuſual apoſtacy from the very viſible 
profeſſion of Chriſt, upon any violent try= 
al and aſſault this way , when ſuch finds it 
more eaſy to render up theirreligion, then 
to adhere to the ſame, underſtrongh temps 
tations, who yetnever knew that ſubſtance, 
advantage , or certainty herein , as could 
preponderate with the want of all external 
motives for ſuch a profeſhon, 


That thus one of the higheſt ſervices of Poſe. 77: 


theſe times , for the publik good of the 
Church, does convincingly lye here ; to 
have the faith of aſſent to the truth and doc« 
trine of Chriſt, in aclear and firme certain- 
ty of the judgment , on its own evidence, 
more vigorouſly promot , and the proper 
means and aſhiſtances, which the Lord hath 
given for this end, in ſome other manner 
yet improven, then ſeems to be this day , 
Az for 


fora more univerſal uſe. The grounds to 
inforce the neceſſity hereof , are theſe; T. 
that its ſure wherever the Goſpel is revealed 
to men, it comes with ſo full an aſſurance 
of underſtanding, and ſufficiency of objec- 
tive evidence , as can admit no poſſible 
doubtfulneſſe herein , - which is the credit 
and glory of ourreligion, that in no other 
way it doth require acceptance , but with 
the furtheſt conviction of evidence. II. Be- 
cauſe the expreſle deſigne and tendency of 
this bleſſed revelation, is no lefle to found 
ſuch a rational aſſurance in the judgment, of 
its truth, then to ingadge their will and con- 
ſent , for imbracing therof ; and though 
ſuch great demonſtrations for this end 
can only, in ſuogenere , have a convincing 
influence to perſwade the underſtanding, 
yetare they of ſuch weight here, as next to 
the demonſtration of the Spirit of God, 
they are the greateſt means to bring up mens 
aſſent to a full and quieting reſt on that ſe- 


curity to whichthey muſt concredite theme | 
ſelves for ever, and to let them ſee, that | 
this even here by the way, is aſſuredly full, | 
though not yet their injoyment. III. Be- þ 


cauſe this faith of aſſent , should be firſt fol- 
lowed in the order of nature , as being the 
very firſt principle of converſion, to know 
and bc ſure, that Gad hath ſeat his ſon _ 
rae 
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| theworld to ſave ſinners; wherin asthe ZX. 


Ghoſt is not the objective , butthe efficient 


| cauſe here ofourfaith, ſo is not the inter- 
nal worke and teſtimony he gives on the ſoul 
the firſt teſtimony, but-muſt ſtill have reſ- 
” pedctotherevelation of the word without, 
and ſuch demonſtrative evidences therof, 
 Wherwith it is revealed to the world, nor 
| may ever beſeparate, that which God hath 
 himſelfſo indiſſolublyjoyned. IV. That 
* ſoconvincing a neceſlity and uſe is hereof to 
| the Church, andin a ſpecial way withreſ= 
| pet tothe youth, fora more firme laying 
* of the groundwork of their Chriſtian pro- 
; feſhon , and to be as the ſeed-plot of a bleſ- 
ſed and deſirable grouth amonghſt ſuch in 
| thisday; that they might thus know early, 
| ſomething of theſe primary grounds and de- 
* monſtrations of their faith ; ſo alſo is it a ſtu=- 
dy of that high importance, as I humbly jud= 
| ge, Should be of notable uſe for a Manuduc- 
| tion in the firſt place to ſtudents of Divinity , 
| before they launch forth in that vaſt and im= 
| menſe ocean of the ſpeculative part therof; 
| and for being at ſome greater advantage 
thus for carying on ſucha confirming worke 
in the Churchin their future ſervice. V. Yea 
of what uſe might this be with reſpe& to 
many, who may be ſore haunted, with hid 
and dreadful temptations to infidelity , and 
A 3 9 


to weaken them on the very foundations of 


any ſuch grounds and arguments in rheit 


judgmerit to repel the ſame : anditis ſure, | 
to believe firmly the hiſtory of the Goſpel, | 
that God was manifeſted in our nature, to ſave | 
man , 1s with reſpect to theobje&tamuch | 
higher act of faith, then to believe, thathe | 
will fave us; finceas the one doth unſpea- | 
| kably more tranſcend all human reaſon then 

the other , ſo doth the Apoſtle thus argue | 
from the greater to the leſſe, Rom. 8: 32, | 
/-; That hewho gave his 02yn ſonto the death ; will | 


be nat alſo with him give us all things, 


That ſuch a confirming worke, was moſt | 
ſpecially followed in the practize of the pri- | 
mitive times , and one of the great ends | 


of the miniſtry of the Apoſtles and Evanges 


lifts, to have this faith of aſſent and doCtri- | 
nal certainty therof, on its proper grounds | 
and evidences, deeply founded in mens| 
judgment; isſoclear, as cannot come un- | 
der debate. I. That this way did the great} 
author of our profeſſion himſelf take , notf}: 
only by the authority of his word, and the} 
power and energy of grace , but with that} 
convincing evidence and demonſtration off 
his truth to mens underſtanding, as mighty 
found alſo a firme and rational affurance he 


reof, IT, That for thisend , he did pray 


the 


their faith; who are wholly unfurnished of | 
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(7) 
the Father, Joh. 17: 2x. and was fo much 
prefled herein, that fo great an external de-= 
monſtration of the truth of the Goſpel, in 
the concord and unity of his people, might 
be kept clear, that the world might thus be- 
heve that he was ſent of God, and have adee- 
per conviction hereof ſerved on them, by 
ſuch an evidence. FI. That one ſpecial 
intent of the Evangel of Luke , was for this 
end, Lake 1: 4. that men might know nat 


| onlythethings themſelves by a naked relata- 


tion, but the certainty of theſe things, where 


| in they had been formerly inſtructed. 


I'V. That herein did the miniſtry of Apol- 


| bosſobrightly shine forth, AF. 18: 28. and 


;j- | was then of moſt fingulare uſe to the 


Church, by thatclearneſle of rational con- 
 viction and demonſtrative arguments for 


i= | the truth of Chriſt, as the greateſt gainſayers 


* could not withſlkand. V. That 1s ſure it 
Z was then without exception , expreſlly re- 
} quired of the meaneſt within the Church, 
} to beallways ready to render the reaſons of 
: their hope toall whoask ; and not only to 
| know what they did believe, but why they 
! didfo, as isclear 1 Pet. 3:15. yea that this 
| could notbe by bringing forth of internal 
| evidences, for conviction of others, but to 


give them an account of the moſt cogent 
grounds and demonſtrations of the Goſpel, 
A 4 as 


(8) 
. as might be moſt prevalent, and confirmin 

to the weak, and leave others inexcuſable; 
and ſeems to have been then ſpecially preſ- 
ſed in theſe primitivetimes, asa proper teſt 
of their Chriſtian profeſſion. V I. And we 
ſee herein alſo , how much theſe excellent 
Bereans weretakenup, and were ſo highly 
commended of the H. Ghoſt, AF.17: 11. 
to know the demonſtrative part of Chriſtia- 
nity , and by its own evidence, with that 
intire harmony and conſent of the Scripture 
therin, and their being thus diligently in- 
tent in that comparing-worke of religion, 
to ſee the truth therof not ſingly and apart 
by themſelves alone, but in that zoynt union 
and coherence, wherin they ſtand, each in 
their ownroom, for confirming and giving 


light to other. VII. That this was the | 
way alſo, wherin the Goſpel did come to | 

the Gentil church is cleerly shewed 1 Theff. | 
I: 5, Notinword only, but as in power , and | 
in the H. Ghoſt, ſoalſo in much aſſurance of une | 


derſtanding , upon its own evidence ; which 
was that way , it did ſo wonderfully 
prevail over the world againſt nature , and 


ſtream of flesh and blood, that ſtood in the 


furtheſt oppoſition therto. VIII. That | 
one of the greateſt ſervices of the Apoſtles in | 
their viſiting the Churches, did expreſly ly | 


here Ats 14: 22, to confirme the ſouls of 
the 
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| 9 
the Diſciples in the firſt place on the cere 


tainty of their faith, and then in exhorting 
them to continue in the ſame , ſo as they 
might follow the Lord , with the fur- 
theſt light and aſſurance of mind , amidſt 
the great tryalls of ſuchatime. IX. That 
its this way alſo the world is rendred inexcu- 
ſable for their misbeliefe of the Goſpel, 
when under ſuch ſuthciency of means given 
for thisend, by ſo great a diſcovery of the 
confirming evidences of its truth, ſoas they 
can have no pretence herein, but an obſtt- 
nacy and reſolution not to be convinced ; 
on which ground doth our bleſſed Lord 
teſtify, that it wasno want of light, upon 
the certainty of his truth , why men did not 
receive it , but that they loved darkneſle 
better then light, becauſe their deeds were 
evil; & when ſuch clear, rational, and cone 


' vincing evidences are laid open to their view, 


how moſt poſſibly can get theſe put by or 
rejected, 1s not.eaſy to comprehend , but 
that a real irritation and torment of ſpirit, 
from ſuch clearneſſe of evidence, doth thus 
more tend to harden then convince, 


That there isa continued neceſſity of ſuch Po/r. 
4 confirmation in the faith to this day, what 7”: 


ever can be objected of ſo long a conſent 


| and preſcription of time in the profeſſion 


therof , 1s fully demonſtrable on theſe 
a4 grounds, 


(10) 
grounds; I. Becauſeit isſure, the Chrif- 
tian faith doth ſtill need theſe afliſtances ; 
and is aſtrang miſtake , that only for Hea- 
thens , and Atheiſts , ſuch confirming evi- 
dences of the ſameshould be adduced, bur 
Hot for any underaviſibleprofeſſion, when 
the whole of divinity , and doftrine of onr 
faith, is ſo full ofdemonſtrcative arguments, 
for the dayly ufe of the moſt eſtablished 
Chriſtians in their paſſage through time. 
LI. That as the higheft morives to all ſerious 
godlineſſe and the moral duties of Chriſtia- 
nity muſt needs be from its known certainty 
tous, ſo is the continued uſe therof to be 
ſtill the ſame. ITI. That theſe numerous 


eryalls and conflicts of Chriſtians now, doe | 


no lefle call for ſome higher eſtablishment 
inthe truth on which they muſt alonereſt , 
when all viſible props fail in their judgmens, 
then of ſupporting grace; nor 1s it CONcea= 
vable how men can this day walk in the light 
ofany true joy and comfort, without amo=- 
re ſollid afſurance of their being on fafe 
grounds herein then moſt feem to reckon. 
I'V. Becauſe the revelation of the Goſpel 
and of an eternal ſtate in an other world, is 
fo great and wonderfull as its ſtrang how 
this is not the higheſt intercft of mens life , 
to have their faith more deeply confirmed 
onthe furtheſt tryal of their ſecurity now 
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by the way herein Le muſt shortly make 
ſo great atryal therofat death ; for if we we» 
re but once this lenth to ask our own foul, 
what the Chriſtian faith indeed is, and are 
thus called to believe, it could not poſlibly 
but beget ſome extaſy of wondering at the 
greatnefle therof, and to reckon any light 
and implicit aſſent to the ſame as a degree 
both of Atheiſm & indifferency in this mat= 
ter. V. Thoughthere beno conflit with 
Heathens as in the firſt trmes, yet was ſucha 
ſpirit never more aloft then itis now to take 
of all firm aſſent to the greateſt principles of 
truth, when A4theiſme ſeems to be at its «l- 
tim conats in theworld, and we are fallen 
inſo amazing an hower of the power of dark- 
neſle as makes theſe latter times more remar- 
kably perillous and trying then the fart. 
VI. Yea if ſuch a confirming worke , be 
one of the greateſt means to advance the re- 
pute and honourof religion, when its won- 
tedaweand veneration is ſo far loſt, andto 
awake men to deeper impreſſions of its 
truth, when ſo few ſeeme now under any 
fuch weight; then it is ſure there was never 
more need of the fame then in this day. 


That ſuch a ſervice to the Charch, doth Por. V. 


not only refpet the more knowing, inqui= 


fitive, and judicious part therof , but the 


meaneſt profeſſours of religion alſo , of 
whom 


(12) 
whom this is neceſſarly required, is evident 
on theſegrounds. T. Becauſe each Chriſtian 
Should have undoubtedly ſuch a ballaſt on 
their own ſoul, of the ſolid and rational 
grounds of their faith,as well as theſe of grea- 


ter parts and induments: the promotting of | 


which were it more deeply conſidered, I da- 


re humbly adventure to fay , should be. 


found one of the choiceſt meanes to promot 
Chriſtianity this day. IT. Becauſe this is 
not to drive any to doubt or queſtion the 
leaſt ſincere degree of aſſent , though it be 
not with ſuch ſtrenght of evidence as in 
others, nor can by that formal argumenta- 
tion give the ſame accompt therof ; ſince a 
few grounds this way may ſpecially help to 
ſome ſolid conviction and confirming of 
their mind, when they may be ignorant of 
many other cogent arguments for this end; 
but its ſure alſo the greater clearneſle of evi- 
dence doth ſtill in the appointed way of 
means leadinto a more firme and ſtrong aſ- 
ſent of the judgment, to the truth of our 
religion. I II. Becaus the ſtrenth of the 
foundation in it ſelf cannot be enough itit be 
not with ſuch a known evidence, as men 
may build firmly and with aſſurance theron; 
nor hath the Lord thus only deſigned to gi- 
ve his people an infaillible and ſure teſtimo- 
ny to adventure on, but that it should be 
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eat 1 


thay 
made ſure alfo to them. TV. Becauſe none 


| can in truth ſay that Feſws is the Lord bat by 
| the H. Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 22:3. by which is not 
| to be underſtood ſo much there, the neceſ- 


ſiry of ſupernatural grace, for a ſaving faith, 


| but that none can give atrue aſſent and con- 
| feſhon of the ſame, but from theſe grounds 
| and arguments which are revealed by the Z. 


Ghoſt unto men forthisend ; and as its ſure 


| that theſe charaFers andevidences of divinity , 
| which are imprinted on the whole revela- 
| tion of the Goſpel, may be clear & demon- 
* ſtrative to our judgment, ſoare they astru- 


| ly divine, as the doctrine which is confirmed 
* therby. V. Becauſe there can be no poſ- 
; fible cauſe for credulity of the truth from 


* any intricate obſcureneſle of the ſame, when 


the Lord hath given ſuch great aſhiſtances to 
our faith to be as milk for babes as wel as meat 
zo ſtrong men. And though it beobjeced 
that the furtheſt objective evidence of the 
Goſpel, with ſo clear and ſtrong a convey- 
ance therof, is yet ſo little operative on molt; 
the ſame might be ſaid alſo of the whole let- 


| ter of the Scripture; bur as this tends not in 
| the leaſt to reſolve our religion into any 
| meer exerciſe of reaſon , and leaves the who- 
le worke of the Spirit, in its energy and ope- 
| ration therwith on mens ſouls, intire ; yer 


doth it fully evince ſuch a ſufficiency of _ 
| en- 
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dence with the Chriſtian faith, 4s makes any: 


doubtfulneſle herein ſimply impoſſible , 
through want of the greateſt advantage of 
means; yea ſuchas are of another kind then 
to induce only aprobableperſwaſion of the ſa« 


me. VI. Becauſe it is one of the ſaddeſt ſymps- | 
tomes of the preſent ſtate of religion, that | 


ſo few almoſt in whole congregations can 


giveany clearaſſentto the truth and certain- þ 
ty thereof, butto amazment both live and | 
dye ſtrangers to the ſame, yea how many | 
of theſe who are otherwiſe ſerious in reli« | 
gion, yet havetheir faith farved this way , | 
and are deſtitute of any ſuch ſupport; but 
as itis not the »umberouſneſſe of profeſſours, þ 
but the ſtrength and ſolidity of their faith , | 
wherein the Churches ſtrength moſt lyes, | 
and hath more flowrished in a few ſuch to | 
beget a greater awe and veneration of reli- | 
gion amongſt men, then at other times in | 
the greateſt multitude; ſois it the glory of | 
divine truth, that it can ſubſiſt by its own | 
properevidence, and preſerve its ſtation in | 
the worſt of times, when all external argu- 


ments does molt vilibly ceaſe. 


Thar its thus fully demonſtrable and clear, | 
how no {imple inſtructing of men inthe ge-| 


neral principles of religion , can be the proper 
and adequate mean for ſuch a faith of 


aſſent | 
to the truth thercof, on its own evidence , | 
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| oranſwerthat Apoſtolick pattern of laying "the 
F foundation , Hebr. 6: 2. but that ſome ſpecial 
c || duties elſe are called for to ſo highan end; 
' | ſuch wherein not only that true primitive 
confirmation in the Chriſtian faith mighe 
have ſome practical uſe , but we might alſo 
| bope therewith, fora more remarkable out- 
letting of confirming influences of the Spirit 
| of God. What isto be underſtood herein 
4 | Ishall humbly offer ina few particulars, 

| T. That itis one of the greateſt concerns 
Y | of the miniſterial worke , and of the key of 
| dotrine, tohave all who heare the Goſpel, 
in the Firſ# place preſſed to take religion ſo 
| far to heart as to have a ſerious inquiry on 
| the grounds and reaſons hereof , and thus 
} to know their being on ſure ground herein, 
| not becauſe they know not another way, but 
| becauſe they know this is thealone way of 


I- | , K” 
| truth , to which they dar truſt their immor- 


© | talſoul. IT. Thatforthis end the ſupreme 
n | truths of religion be repreſented with that 
| certainty of evidence, and demonſtration , as 
> both ſuch great and marvelous things does 
| require, and the temper ofſuch a gainſaying 
| age now calls for; and to have this preſſed 
| more on mens judgment and conſcience, 
| that the -ings of God , whichare of the bigheſ# 
conſequence, reality, and ſubſtance , can have 
| no pollible reception by any implicit = _ 

able 


16) 
bable belief hereof nor cat admit any pre. 
. tenceforthe ſame, when the Lord hath gi- 
ven ſuch kind of proofes and evidence, as 
leaves mens darkneſle herein, without any | 
Shaddow of excuſe. 

IT. Thatit peculiarly belongs tothe Ca« | 
fechetical 2work of religion to take ſome ac«f 
compt of the meaneſt profeſſours thereof, 
and with a ſpecial reſpect to the yourh; of| 
their faith of aſſent to the doctrine of Chriſt, | 
on what grounds and certainty of evidence} 
this is founded , and for their inſtructing} 
therein, as well as in the general principles of 5 
religion ; when one of the moſt ruining} 
things to the Church lyes here, that the pro-h 
feilion of moſt is layed in ſo deepan igno-/ 
rance , as they have almoſt nothing to ſay} 
for the ſame , but a naked affirmation. TI} 
know the difficulty hereof for the weak may| 
be obje&ted, but without juſt cauſe; ſince} 
as the prime truths of religion are few, eaſy} 
and plaine for the meaneſt capacity, ſo alſo 
are the primary evidences and demonſtrations oh 


oar faith, if ſuch once with that deſire did} 


ſearchafter the ſame as forahidand invalua(y 


bletreaſure; wherein this reſpe&should bef 
ſtillhad, to difference betwixt what is ini-# 
tialand of a more fundamental concern forj 
the weak, and what may tend to an higher} 
grouth and increaſe of others, . 

IIly 


res 


gi. 
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ny | 
| ſent and choice 0 
| ſo far as may witneſle a ratification of the 
| baptiſmalcovenunt , now as their own proper 
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ITT; It should & "| greateſt uſe and ad- 
vantage alſo for theſameend, that the young 
grouth now coming up in the Church; were 
putto give ſome _— evidence of their con- 


the profeſhon of Chriſt, 


dead, wherein they were implicitly ingad- 
gedin theirinfancy. Some ſpecial grounds 
and reaſons for this are; I. Becauſe God 
will have his ſervice freely entered in and 
upon choiſe, as that way whichis moſt agrea- 
ble to his honour; for as the covenant binds 


' mutually, ſo doe the ſeals therof alſo, and 
# therfor , upon our part 1s baptiſme a ſacre- 
mental oath of aledgence toGod, IT, Becauſe 
” ittends to a more reſolute and firme adhe= 
” renceto the ſervice of God, that this buſ- 
} fineſſeshould be perſonally brought home 
| tomens conſcience, eſpecially before their 
| firſt admittance to the Sacrament of the 
| Lords ſupper, and thus to ingadg them as 
1} Toshua did Chap. 24: 22. Te are witneſſes a» 
| gainſt yourſelves herein, and they ſaid we are 
| Iitneſſes. III. Becauſe this is expreſly held 
| forth 1 Per. 3: 21. where baptiſme is called the 
| anſwer of agood conſcience toward God , upon 


S&H 


| thisground, thatſuch then who were come 
{ to years of knowledge , were perſonally 
! fiſted to confirme by their own conſent thar 


B ſolemne 
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ſolemne 'ingadgment and dedication by 


Baptiſme to be the Lords, and therefor it is 
called emgwTqua , which is vox jwris, and 
Hegnifies, ſponſio, & ſt.pulatio publica inter 
Chriſtianum,, &- Dominum Chriſtum , as the 
moſt judicious Commentators on that ſcrip- 
ture does clearly render; and fo this was a 
ſpecial part of the primitive practize , not 
only with reſpect to ſuch, who were con- 
verted from Heatheniſme, but were born 


within the Church and partakers of that ſeal | 


of Baptiſme in their infancy , to \iſte them 


upon anſwer to that great demand of the | 


Covenant, doe yow now conſent upon evi- 
dence and choiſe to bethe Lordsand to be a 


ſubject of his Kingdom, and embrace the | 


laws therof, and doe yow thus in ſincerity 
and truth declare the ſame wherein you 


havea good conſcience before God. And | 
of what bleſſed fruit and advantage should | 
this be both for the increaſe and honour of | 
the Goſpel, if this were more deeply raken | 
to heart for ſome practical uſe, according | 
to the rule, and primitive pattern in the |} 


Chirches of Chriſt. 


IV. Itwereſj pecially deſirablealſo , that | 


there be ſome clear view and ſummary by it 


ſelf, of the moſt cogent grounds and demons- | 
fſtrations of the Chriſtian faith, with reſpect | 


' both to the Dottrinal, Hiſtorical, and Pro- | 


phetical 
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pheticalpart therof, and inthatmanner ac« 
commodate , as the meaneſt within the 
Church might have ſuch a help ſtill at their 


hand , and thus with the leaſt expenſe of 


time , be provided of ſuch arguments and 
reaſons , as Should tend (through the bleſ- 
ſing of God) not only to the furtheſt ratio« 
nal aſſent, and certainty of the truth of their 
profeſſion, but to give a moſt ſpecial ſup= 
port ot mind againſt that inward tryal of Sa- 


| thans temptations and fery darts this way 3 


| yea is ſuchamean, that in the ſerious ime 
provment herof by having ſuch evidences 


| once brought in on mens judgment and 


conſcience, ſoas to ſee with their own eyes 


| the truth of the ſame, I muſt humbly judge, 


there is nothing, next to the internal work 
ofthe Spirit, ofthis kind might tend more 
.to promote the Kingdom of Chriſtin this 
day. 

1 hal but add this further on the preſent re/7. 
| ſubject, that as there are ſome more frenal V 17, 
| periods of time, to whicha greater brightneſſe 
| and increaſe of lighthath reſpect under the 
| New Teſtament, ſo doth there now ſeem to 
| beſome remarkable call and excitment, to 
| ſuch a confirming work, in this day about the 
| Chriſtian faith; when we may hope that a 


| more ſol:mne and reſtoring time of religion in 


cal \ the world, isonancar approach, (though 
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all ſenfible evidence would ſeem to control 
this ) and may be now more looked after, 


then prepared for, under any ſuitable im- | 


preſſion of theſe grounds for the ſame. T. 
That the promiſed time of the converſion of 
the Fees doth aſſuredly draw near ; and 
whatever be judged by ſome of the Lords 
immediate appearence herein by a mi- 
racle , yet 1s it unqueſtionable that no- 
thing in the way of means could be more 


promiſing and hopeful to promot this great | 
end, then in promoting ſo great aſerviceas | 


this for the Chriſtian Church. II. That a 
greater extentalſo ofthe profeſhon of Chriſt 


amonghſt the Gentils , and renting of the | 
vaile that is now over many dark nations, | 
ſeemeth clearly inſured therwith ; and what | 
a hopeful evidence should this be if ſuch a| 


pablick and catholick ſpirit were more ſeen, 
how to advance the higheſt ends of religion 
on ſuch an accompt without reſpe& to any 
partial or divided intereſt ; yea that this bleſt 


zeal of God might in that mannerappear to| 


have the dark world get a more clear and 
convincing proſpe& of the higheſt rational 


demonſtrations of Chriſtianity , as might| 


* through the Lords gracious concurrence 
bring men once to an 72qurſitive and ſerious 


ſpirit about the ſame. Oh that ſuch may bel 


thus raiſed up in this diſmal hower with) 
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| ſomething of that ancient ſpirit , to travel 
| withdefire for the ſalvation of mankind, and 
' of whom it may be ſaid, asof bleſt Nehe- 


miah , theſe are indeed come to ſeek the wel-. 
fare of their people, in their greateſt intereſt, 
IIT. And this farther excitment we are now 
under for this end, in a time- when Popery 
ſeems to be upon one of its laſt and greateſt 
aſſaults againſt the Church; ſince its fo clear 
what ever tends to confirm men in Chriſtia- 
nity from their own tryal and inquiry upon 


| the confirming evidences therof, muſt have 
* theſamenativereſult, to make ſuch confire 


med Proteſtants ; yea nothing is more de- 
monſtrable then that the method and 


| grounds that are taken both to ingadge and 
| fixmen in the Popish profeſhon , have the 


ſame rational tendency to promot Atheiſm, 


| and to give infidels the greateſt advantage ta. 


reject the proteſſion of Chriſt, 
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CHAPTAR IL 


The confirming worke of Religion , reduced to 
prattical uſe; in ſome clear view of theſe 
primary grounds, and demonſtrations of 
our farth ; which none should pretend 19- 
#orance of , who enters the profeſſion of 
Chriſt upon choiſe , and certainty of evi- 
aence. 


SECTION L 
Qu. 1. W Hat reaſons, and demonſtra- 


tions , can yow give for ſo 

great a faith of the glorious being of God, 

when heis inviſible to humane ſenſe, ſince 
this is the fundation of all religion ? 

.Answ. Though on the facred truth 


and authority of his own word , this is*| 


principally founded , yet T am with the 
furtheſt infallible evidexce herein confir- 
med ; I. That it can be no more ſure, 
this marvellous frame of the heavens and 
earth hath a being, and is the obje&t of 
our ſenſe, then that a ſupreme infinite wiſ- 
dome and power muſt be the firſt cauſe 
hereof, and it were ſimply impoſſible it 


could ever otherwiſe have been. II. That | 
he hath thus made himſelf vile to our eyes | 


by ſuch a vifble world, and inſo exquiſite 


\ 


an 


- 
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anorder and —_— there to ſup- 
ort the ſame, as nothing ſtands alone by 
it ſelf, butinaline of mutual reſpec, which 
runs through the whole creation , whom 
we may as clearly thus ſee, as that there is 
an inviſible ſoul inaliving body. IIT. That 
this harmony is amongſt thinghs, in their 
own nature ſo contrare and deſtructive to 
other, for tohold this wonderful frame, as 
all muſt abandon reaſon, or ſee an infinitly 
wiſe conduct herein; and no need of extra- 
ordinary miracles, to confirme what the 
whole conſtitutions of nature do witneſ- 
ſe. IV. That this rare frame of man could 
never have come in being, but by him who 
could unite ſuch different ſubſtances as a 
material body, and an immaterial ſoul, inſo 
near and marvelous an union. V. That 
ſuch an univerſal conſent of mankind 1s in all 
ages therto, asshews religion to be founded 
inthe very nature of man, and as eſſential 
to his being, as his reaſon is, yea how the ul- 
timate difference of man from the beaſt, and 
molt eſſential property of human nature lyes 
here. VI. That though every onebe an 
enemy to what'torments him ; yet was it 
never poſlible for an Atheiſt to free himſelf 
from that unavoidable ſenſe and fear of a 
Deity; nor, ina world ſo much loſt in wic- 
kednefle, couldeverextinguish the awe of 
'B4 reli- 


7 
religion , or make any rational oppoſition 
ro this greateſt article of the common faith 


of mankind. VII. Thatthereaſon of the 


whole conſtitution of nature , and viciſh- 
tude of things here, is ſo great, as, without 
Shutting out the uſe of reaſon, we cannot 
but ſee, how nothing poſlibly could have 
been better; and that any want hereof inthe 
whole frame of the univerſe, would be as 
the diſlocation of ajoynt of the body, and 
were not conceivable to be otherwiſe then 
it is by infinite wiſdome appointed. VIII. 
That its ſimply impoſſible that God bleſſed 


for evershould not exiſt, or that this uni- 


verſe, (which is a worke ſo highly becoming | 


the greatneſle of its maker) could poſlibly 


ſubſiſt for one hour or minute of time, with- | 
out a ſupreme independent power and | 
being , on which all viſible beings have their | 
dependance, ſince they cannot depend upon | 
nothing. I X. That ſuch is the abſolute | 
neceſſity of the faith alſs of a God-head, | 


as without this the ſtate of mankind could 
not morally ſubſiſt, or any poſiible order, 


ſubjection, piety, andjuſtice, be to ſup- þ 
port human ſociety , but as Bradwardine | 
ſaith, O quam neceſſeeft bunc eſſe, quem im- | 
poſſubile eff noueſſe ! O that men cannot but | 
ſee theſe effects of his power on the con- | 
{cience, inthe certainty ofa profetick gh 
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anddiſcovery , as hath been oftgiven of fu- 


{ ture things, andin the undenyable truth 
of miracles, ſo as ſucha prodigy as a profeſt 
| Atheift, can have noclaimeto human race, 


asa rational being , more then the greateſt 


* monſter innature to be a true man. 


Q uv. II What doth witneſſe the ' 
worlds not being eternal, and its firſt origi» 


| naland beginning from God, to confirme 
| your faith herein, by the further rational de- 
| monſtration. 


ANs. I. Thatasaneternity is dnly com- 


' municable to the firſt cauſe , ſo that which 
| 1s made up of corruptible & perishing things, 
| as this viſible world, cannot poſſibly be in 
; Itſelf eternal; nor could ever produce it ſelf, 
' ſince thus it muſt both exiſt and not exiſt at 


d | theſametime, whichis the greateſt contra- 


0. #00. #. WW KW. 0 
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diction, IT. Thatif there be ſuch a thing 
now as time , there can be no judging of 
dayes , yeares and ages to be infinite , or 
how one thing ina continued order, should 
thus goe before another , without coming 
to ſome firſt beginning. ITT. If there bea 
gradual advance of human learning on the 
earth , and a further diſcovery of arts and 


{ ſciences; and that the greateſt experiments 
* andinventions there have been bur of a late 
' riſeanddate; then can there nor poſſibly be 
an eternal ſucceſſion of mankind , with a 
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continued progreſſe and experiency this | 
way ; nor that but of late one part of the 


world is known and diſcovered to another, | 


IV. That ſoshorr an hiſtory as we have in | 
the moſt ancient records of time , were þ 
wholly inconſiſtent with ſuch an eternal du- Þ 
ration , or that infinite ages preceeding, 
Should leave no rememberance to-poſterity, 
when ſo ſmall a meaſure of time, as a few 
thouſand years, haveleft ſo much. V. Nor| 
could men beget other eternally without | 
going back to ſome firſtman , who could | 
not beget himſelf, V I. That if eternity 
be preferable to time, then should not the 
excellenteſt being in the earth, man, be thus 
corruptible, and only this inanimate maſſe | 
of the earth eternal. V II. That infinite | 
ages paſt, though they should have but mul- | 
tiplyed therace of man inanage, to two or | 
three more, should have come atlaſt, that | 
the whole precinct of the earth could: not | 
poſlibly bear the product of ſuchan infinite | 
increaſe; and no wears or extraordinary | 
judgments wereever yet known to be ſuch, 
as to reſtrain ſuch an unavoidable grouth. 
Qv.1II. What infaillible evidenceto rea- | 
ſon is there of a /ſupream Providence, both in | 
the conſervation, and government of the world; | 
for confirming your faith of the Scripture * 
herein ? 1 
ANSwW. | 
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Ans. I. Thatitis ſo clear the ſupport of - 


this great frame of the Univerſe, with that 
* continued & regular coure of nature herein, 
} areas {imply impoſſible without an infinite 
| divinepower, as itsfirſt being and creation, 
* IT, That ſuch an extent of providence as 


reſpects ſo innumberable objects, with ſuch 
a contrariety both of qualities and paſſions 
in the ſame, mult needs be from an infinite 
and intelligent cauſe. ITI. Thatall things 
to this day, continue in that eſtablished or- 


: derofſecond cauſes, wherein God hath pla» 
| ced them by a law fo viſibly imprinted on 


the nature of things without reaſon , that 
they doe as exactly anſwer the ſame in their 


| propercourſeand ſtation, as ifthey had a ra- 
tional knowledge oftheir duty. IV. That 
| univerſal reſpe& , the ſaw in the firmament 


hath to things here below , though at ſo 
greatadiſtance, yet doth neither ceaſe, nor 
weary to emit its beams and hid influences 
to the meaneſt creatures, may let usclearly 
ſee, how it hath the ſame viſible uſe and end 
to confirme an incomprehenſible and infini- 
te providence about the meaneſt things, as 
wel as the greateſt, V. That immediate 
precedency of the ſoul inthatlefſer world of 
man , bears the ſame evidence therwith 
which though wenever ſaw with our eyes, 
yetdoth undenyably aRuate the whole bo- 


dy 
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dy in its funQtions, as the proper ſpring of | 
every aGt and motion there. VI. Itis thus | 
further confirmed, by theſe continued vi- | 


ciſſitudes of Summer and Winter, and of da 


and night, that man might have, both light } 
for his labour, and darkneſle as a covering | 
forhisreſt. VII. By ſuch viſible diſcove- 


ries of divize judgment and execution of his 


laws on men. here, as all may ſee his hand | 


therin , who yet will not hear his voice in 


theword. VIII. By theſe extraordinare | 
and wonderfull works of providence, which | 
have been inallages, IX. By ſoevident a | 


reſtrain& both over Devils, and wicked men, 
without which they would quickly diſturbe 
the whole frame of thisearth, and make it 


uninhabitable for human ſociety ; if their | 


being thus bounded and chained, were not 
as viſible , as the certainty of their being. 


X. By ſuch a »atural obligation to moral dus- | 
ties, with the ſenſe of a difference betwixt | 
poodandevil, asis founded in the very ras | 
tional nature of man, that none can poſſ1- | 


bly root out, even where the Scripture is 
not known. XI. By that natural confi- 
dencealſoin God, and ina recourſe to him 


on any preſentextreme hazard, to witneſle, | 


not only the moſt high beares rule in the 
kingdomesof men, but that the ſenſe and 


evidence hereof is unavoidable, 


; 
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Qu. IV. But doth this great admini- 


twixtthe righteous and the wicked, by ſome 


| recompence to the one, and punishment to 


ng 


' theother, asin the eſtablished courſe of na- 


ture. 
ANns. It is ſure ſuch as deſirea confirming 


of their faith herein, wants itnot, with the 
furtheſt evidence , but may ever ſee that 
exact conformity in the whole diſpenſation 


beliefe that God is, and that he is a revarder 


' of them that diligently ſeek him , is one and the 
* ſame faith; when we cannot but ſee, IT. That 
| natural ſenſe of goodandevil, and eflentiall 
- difference betwixt the ſame , which is ſo 


fimly founded in the reaſon of all mankind, 
asno human laws or cuſtome could ever ta- 


| ke this off their conſcience, or make an in- 
' | differenceherin, without extinguishing the 


very nature of man ; to shew that eternal 
and uncheangible difference, which the ho- 
ly nature of God hath put betwixt them. 
II. That we ſee ſuch conſtraint ſerved 
on the worſt of men, toan awful ſenſe and 
regard of truth and eal doing , and to ace 
knowledge the loveleneſſe and cxcellency 


re 


(30 
repute by a falſe chewand counterfite of the 
fame; and gives ſuch a being and riſe to that Þ 
dreadful impoſture of hypocriſy. IT I. That F 
its the rraths priviledge ever to outlive fals. | 
hood , and prevail over the ſame, yea to | 
have the greater triumph after its ſoreſt con- | 
flits; and how this is of as foundamental a 
conſtitution in the courſe ofprovidence, as | 
the moſt firm eſtablichment of nature. 
I V. Thatinnotime ſince man was formed 
in the earth , doth true joy and ferenity of | 
mind, ceaſe to be the native reſult of weak | 
doing, orthe fruit of righteouſneſſe , to be peace | 
and aſſurenceof mind, nor hath ever wanted a 
witneſſe even before the world of the Lords | 
taking pleaſure herein. V. Thatits ſo evi- 
dent, inthe moſtdiſmal times, what a pu« 
blick bleſſing , ſuchare , who by more ex- | 
traordinare tryals have been put to the hi- | 
gheſt exerciſe of their grace and patience; yea 
how vitibly ſuch have been promot to the 
moſt honourable ſervice for God , and to 
advance the credite of religion before men, 
who on the firſt ſight and view have been | 
accounted the moſt miſerable of any. 
VI. Whilſt, on theother hand , it may be 
ever ſeen, how with the greateſt proſperity 
of the wicked here, there are punishments of | 
another kind diſpenſed , and more dreadful | 
then any outward affliction, ſuch as j#di- \ 
cial | 
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ial obſtinacy , and blindneſſe of mind in oppo« 
| frion to God, even when their own ruine, is 
* made viſtbleto them herein, VII. How 
| oft menare thus evidently condemned to be 
| happy in this world by ſome ſtrang meaſure 
of remporgall ſucceſſe and proſperity, before fo- 
| megreat fall and ruine, as the iſſue hereof 

in the laſt shene of providence doth fully at- 
| teſt, VIIT. That its ſeen alſo, how ſin doth 
ever bring its own purichment therewith, in 
| ſome begun degree both of shame and tor- 
* ment; and, as Seneca , an heathen could 
| fay , that wickedneſſe was the moſ# exquiſite 
| contriver of haman miſery , ſo the world like=- 
| wiſe may ſee how a preſent immunity from 
; judgment isno releaſe, but when its ſenten= 
| Ce1s not ſpeadily execute, yetisitat laſt ſure- 
| ly execute, 1 X, And how evident 1s it, 
| that the greateſt haters of godlineſſe are yet 
| inforced to juſtify the ſame and the Chriſ- 
; tians choiſe herein, as the greateſt wiſdome, 
| upon any ſurpriſing ſtate and extremity; yea 
| how ſuch would be glad to joyne intereſts 
| then with ſuch in their Geath, whom they 
| moſt contemned in their life, 
| Qv. V. How 1s it convincing and 
| demonſtrable, that God hath given any clear 
| and expres revelation of his will and councel 
| unto men, and that ſuch a wonderfull record 


' 18undoubted] y extant in the world. 
Answ. 


a | 
 Answ. Thit, I. it is not poſſible to 
believe the being of God, and not alſo the fi 
truth of an eſtablished law, and rule of com- 
merce betwixt him and manhere, ſo as to 
know both whar weshould doe, and what 
to expect and hope from him. II. That 
this alſo muſt be known and diſplay its po« 
werand efficacy to the world, in that man-f 
ner and' by ſuch infallible evidence of itsÞ 
truth, as may render all inexcuſable, who 
give not intire credite therto. III. Ican 
be no mo and aflured there is but 
one ſun in the firmamenty* then that there is 
but one fountaih, aud repoſitory of ſacred light Þ 
about religion, which 1s the Scripture, and 
its being the alone publick ſtandard of truth 
to the whole world. I V. That no wayf 
was ever made known to recover mankindÞ#. 
from a ſtate of bondage , darkneſlſe , and 
miſery, compatible with the very uſe of rea-ſ- 
ſon, but by this bleſſed light which $hineth 
there, V. Yeathat there is as viſiblea dif-Þ 
ference, betwixt the ſame and any preten-Þ 
ded religion which ever was beſides in the} 
world , as there is betwixt day and night, | 
which 1s founded in the immutable nature off 
theſe things in themſelves. V I, That the-F 
reis one proper sphere, where this gloriouſ 
light of divine truth is fixed, and wherein 
it shines forth from one age to another;} 


which is the Chriſtian Church. Qu} 


| 33 
': . Qu. VI. But what more peculiare eviden- 
ces can yow shew of the divinity of the Scri 
zares, that all may ſee to be of infallible truth. 
Answ. I. Thatits ſure ſuch a book is this 
day inthe earth, which no created wisdome 
could ever have done, and contains ſuch 


| things of higheſt conceirn to mankind, as 
"Þ doe infinitly exceed the bounds of human 
| ability and invention, or could ever have 


- bÞn diſcovered but by God himſelf, 


II. Thatit gives forth ſuch exquiſite laws 
and conſtitutions of our religion , as men 
muſt needs ſee the holy nature, purity, and 
perfettion of God, moſt brightly shining forth 


 therin. IIT. Whickrdothdifcover ſ@great 
| and propera relief for all theſe evils and mi- 


ſeries that doe attend this fallen eſtate of 


«man ,as none but an allſufficient God could 


only doe. IV. Thathealone muſt be the 


' author of this bleſſed record, who rules the 


world, and hath determined the changes 


{ and revolutions therof, when it is not more 
*F evident how theſe viſible heavens are 


ſtretched forth over the earth, then that this 
line of the Scripture is ſtretched over the whole 


' worke and frame of providence, and doth 
"| moſt clearly illuminate the ſame. V. "Thar 


ſurely this was the product of infinite wil- 
dome, whence ſo greatavariety of matter , 


| doth meet with ſo viſible a concent and har- 
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mony in ohieperfect and intire frame ; yea 


&nit in fo cloſſe a band of union together, : 


as makes the whole Bible to be. intirly oe 
piece; though inthe writing ofeach diſtin 
part therofit could never have poſſibly been 


»contrived orforſeen by humane wiſdome , | 
what we ſee here of ſoadmirable an agree- | 
ment & correſpondence, as isinall the parts 
therof.VI.That none els could have ſpoke to | 
the world,in ſo majeſtick a way,& becoming F 
the greatneſſe and ſoveraignity of God, to aſ- | 
ſume ſuch a ſupremacy, & give forth laws for Þ 
abſolute obedience from all mankind therto, Þ ® 
& on ſuch apenalty of eternal deſtruction;or | 
that any impoſtures, either poſſibly could, or | 
durſt have, inſucha manner, perſonate the 
ſame. VII. Thatirmuſt needs be his word | 
who perfe&tly knows what is in man, and Þ 
hath an abſolute authority over the ſoul, þ 
and is a difcerner of the thoughts therof, Þ 
who thus not only gives law to the con- | 
ſcience, and our inward parts , but doth F 
eſtablish an internal religion there, no leſle | 
abſolutly, then what reſpects our external } 
VIII. Yea where all | 
may ſee the whole penmen therof under fo | 
intire a ſubjection to the dodrine which | 
they tought, and to be no contrivance of þ 
tneir own, as they did record their own |}; 
failings, andimpertections in behalf of the \ 
truth; þ 


workeand actions. 
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truth; and did thus alfo require all juſt re- 
ſpe and obedience to the Magiſtrates, 
when through the whole earth they were 
then greateſt enemies to the truth of the 


| Goſpel. IX. That this muſt be his word, 
| whoalone can deriveprinciples of life to his 
own inſtitutions, and animate the ſame 
| with a quickning Spirit; and 1s a worke 
| above the contrivance of Angels or men, 


'@) 


| when directed to each new tryal of the 
| Church, and perſonal caſe of Chriſtians , 
| as though it had been alone writt for that 
F time; ſothatI can be no more perſwaded in 


reaſon there is ſuch a book as the Biblein the 


* carth, then thatitcame from heaven, and 
is the alone rule of religion, and of divine 
revelation, forthe governing of mankind. 


Qu. VII. How isthe ſecure conveyance 


| of the Scripture demonſtrable amidft ail the 
| changes of times paſt, and that no poſlible 
| acceſſe could be for its corruption, 


Answ. I. That its fo undenyably the 


firſt rule which ever was given to mankind 
| of religion, and the alone publick flandard 
| of truth , that hath endured the tryal and in- 
Equiry of all times paſt, ſoas no pretences in 
| the matter of antiquity could yet cver be to 
[the contrare. TI. Thatfſo exaRt an harmony 
#1s betwixt the Old and New Teſtament, as 
the one is a viſible tranſcript of the other, in 


4 ;ts 
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itsaccomplichment; thatTIcan be no more 
ſure of ſuch a venerable record as the Old 
Teſtament, and its unalterable conveyance 
to the Church, to which the whole race of 
the Jewes is yet a ſtanding witneſſe, then 
how it is continued and perfected in the re- 


velation of the Goſpel, and but one intire 


frame. IIT. Thar its deliverance was no. 
private deed, but by a publick truſt to the þ 
whole univerſal Church; ſoas it were more | 


eaſy in the way of reaſon to queſtion the 
moſt fundamental ſtatutes and lawes of any 


nation, by which mens private right and 
property is ſecured, then the truth hereof. } 
I V. Thatunder the Goſpel it hath been ſo 
fully diſperſed over the world, and in ſuch} 
various languages; as an innumerable com-þ 
pany of Chriſtians theſe 1600 years paſt, 
hath been asa common library of the ſame, 
V. Thattheſe numerous verſions and com-f 
mentaries tranſmit theron in diverſe langua-| 
ges, doe fully evidence they had the ſame} 
Scripture, and no other then what we have| 
this day, VI. Thatthis was delivered tof 
the Church not only in write, but in tha 
forme of ſound words, for keeping: cloſſeþ 
therby, as could admit no poſſible acceſſe} 
to corrupt or alter the ſame; beſides the con-f 
tinued and pablick reference hath been ſince 


the firſt ages of the Goſpel to its deciſion, \ - 


which 
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which all theſe sharpe controverſies , - that 
have been in the Church on all ſides, doe 
inevitably require. 

Qu. VIII. What doth confirme the 
fall of man, and entry thus of fin into the 
world, this way, from clear and unavoida- 


| ble evidences of reaſon. 


Answ. I. That there is ſuch a thing as 


| fin and evilin the world, with the ſenſe and 


conſcience of guilt ariſing hereon, amonghſt 
all mankind, can need no proof or evidence. 
IT. Thatit is ſimply impoſſible this should 
have been originally created with man, or 


| eſſentially belonging to his firſt frame and 
| conſtitution » fince then there could be no 
| conſcience of guilt or remorſe, for what 
| was given to bea part ofhimſelf, in his farſt 
{ frame; or be any fin, to act thus ſuitably 
| totheir own original ſtate, ITT. That it 
| were not conceivable alſo how one part of 
| man Should be in ſuch oppoſition to another. 
|IV. Nor that ſuch a thing as inherent shame 
FF could be in the nature of man , upon the 


| ſence of guilt, and by ſo natural areſult fo]- 


low the ſame, or that ſuch should be asha- 


| med of any part ofhis 0yvn being , if this were 
| not upon ane undoubted apoſtacy from what 
| once he was, and that inevitable conviction 
| of conſcience that he now 1s what he ought 
| not to be, ſo as the certainty of z2ans fall 
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thoughalone revealed in the Scripture, as to 
the true cauſe thereof, yet may be as evident 
to reaſon, as the truth of his being now is, 


SEC EI N-IL 


Qu.1I. Re there ſuch aſſi/tances. to the | 

Chriſtian faith upon that great 
and aſtonishing myſtery of the revelation of | 
Chriſt to the worldas can fully,anſwer the 
greatneſle thereof from cleare and infalli- | 
ble evidence to mens judgement ? 

Answ. TItis ſure there could nothing poſl- 
fibly be deſired more to fatisfy the moſt | 
doubtfull and ſuſpicious minde then is given } 
for the furtheſt certainty hereof. I. That| 
ſuch 2 glorious perſon as the Ieſſiah was to | 
come, and be anoynted to that great work | 
of redeeming mankinde from fn and miſery} 

_ and bring man back again unto God; and 
how this promiſe is the alone foundation, | 
whcreon the charch was founded ſince man 
fell. IT. Thatall theſe numerous 2ypes ad 
ſacrifices under the /aw, did ſo expreſly tend \ 
to confirm their faith of that one bleſſed 
propitiatory ſacrifice which was to be offercd 
up. ILL. Thatlonger the New Teſtament 
was writ, there was ſo cleare and exact 4 
portraicture of the Meſſtas drawen forth in 
theol4, with ſuch peculiar marks whereby] 


he 
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he should be knowen to the church, and have 


infallibly taken place in the event as men 
could not upon any Scriptareevidence exſpet 
his comming in another way. I V. That his 
humiliation and ſufferings were ſo expreſly 
chewed forth and foretold , with the pe- 


culiar circumſtances thereof in the 53. chap. 


of Iſaiah , and 9. of Daniel, as if they had been 


_ eye wittneſles of the accomplischment the- 


reof. V. Thateven the ſpeciall eaſonand 
period of time for outmaking of this great 
promiſe was {o far made knowen, as upon 
diligent ſearch and inquiry, its neare ap- 
proach might be diſcernable and cleare to 
what or what manner of time this did ſpecially 
relate; for which both the fall of the mo- 
varchies and Daniels ſeventy weekes were ſet 
up as highway markes to guide mens faith 
herein. VT. That its {imply impoſlible 
according to the Scripture, how the promi- 
ſed Meſſias could be yet tocome , except - 
the Jewes were put in the ſame ſtate they 
wereinathiscoming, when now for theſe 
1600, Jeares there hath been no Scepter, nor 
lamygiver , no temple, or daily Sacrifice. 
VII. Thatthis great myſtery could never 
poſlibly have entered in our thoughts, or 

be deviſed by any created underſtanding. 
Q uv. II. Bur arethereas cleare and in- 
fallible evidences of the truth of this great 
7s 4 promiſe 


ES. SLIT 
promiſe in the event, that ſurely the bleſſed 
Meſſias of the worldis now come, as that it 
is ſure he was promiſed. 

Answ. Its beyond all poflible debate. 
T. That ſo divine aud wonderfull a perſon was 
in the dayes of Tiberius Ce/ar manifeſted 


thento //rael, with no outward shew or ob- | 


ſervation; who did ſo great and marvellous 
things, beforeall the people, as were above 
all created power, yea, was crucifyed at Je- 
ruſalem , under Pontins Pilate, and is atruth 
in the matter of fat, that both Jewes and 
heathens have been enforced to confeſle. 
TT. That this ſpecial ſeaſon of his comming 
into the world as thegreat Epocha and period 
of time from which the Chriſtian church, 
hath ſince to this day reckoned her ſtate and 
ſucceſhon , is undoubted and clear alſo. 
III. That the time of his appearance 
unto the world, did ſo exactly tryſt with 
that which was foretold by the Prophets, as 
then the Zewisb charch was with greateſt ad- 
vertance looking after the Zeſſas; ſo as ſome 
remarkable inzpoſtors were thus excited to 
deceive the people herein, IV. That in 
him who was then revealed, and whom the 
Chriſtian church 0rships its ſure , was moſt 
exactly fulfilled, what ever was foretold, 
concerning the Meſitas in the Old Teſta- 
ment; and wedo appeal herein to theſe re- 
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cords which all the Fees even to this day do 
acknowledge to be divine. V. That this 
was notdone inacorner, but in the publick 
view of men in theſe dayes, moſt noture and 
famous; yea by the ſpecial deſtination of 


| Godatſo ſolemna time of the paſſover in Fe- 
| ruſalem , where Chriſt our paſſover was then 
| ſacrificed. VT. That no humane intereſt or 
| policy can poſhbly be in this diſcovery of 
| thegoſpell; when nothing more viſibly croſle 
| therto or obſtruive of its ſucceſſe, then 


ſuch a publishing of the death and ſufferings 


| of our Lord, with all the ignominy and aba= 
| ſement whichattended the ſame, had there 
| been any acceſſe here to conſult carnal rea- 
| ſon, orany other ground to beare it out then 
| the evidence and certainty of its truth. 
VIT. That herein have all divided partyes 
| and ſetts1n the Chriſtian world been enfor- 
| ced ſtilto-meet and conſent, in ane acknows- 

ledgement of the ſubſtance thereof. V ITT, 


Thar in the ſame light which was held forth 


| in the Old Teſtament about the Meſſpas, did 


the whole zcextile charch enter; and made 


| claime to their right for being adopted the 
| ſeed and children of Abraham, on theſe 


cleare and expreſſe promiſes given for the 


| ſame; which the Jewes could not but can- 
| feſſe to be of divine authority, | 


Qu. III. What confirmation isto the 
| G4 Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian faith, thar Er 4900, yeares the 
comming ofthe Meſhas should be deferred 
after the promiſe. 

ANs. Though the ſoveraign pleaſure of 
God $hould filence and ſatisfy our minde 
herein; yet is there ſuch a ſight to be had Þ 
hereof , and of infinit divine wiſedome Þ 
Shining forth in the ſame as should be, moſt Þ 
confirming for theſe ends. IT. That there Þ 
might be a more diſtinct repreſenting of the Þ 
glory of this neyſtery to angels and men, in ſuch Þ 
4 graduall opening up ofthe ſame. II. Top 
put that weight and high value on his own Þ 
promiſe and teſtimony herein, when on the | 
alone credit thereof, he would thus both } 
try, and beare out the faith of his church, Þ 
for ſo many ages, and draw forth their deſi- Þ 
res and longings in all that long ſpace of time Þ 
after the ſame. III. To teſtify the greatneſſe Þ 
of his wrath againſt {iz and the Apofacy of Þ 
mankinge , by ſuffering the generality there- 
of to ly ſo long under its farall effects. IV. Þ 
To prepare the church for fo great a reception, 
by all that long preparatory ſervice of legall \ 
inſtitutions, as-ſo highly becoming the great- þ 
neſſe of this »-y/tery, to have ſo ſolemn and | 
itupendious ane introduction thereto. V. 
That thus the world might have its full tryall | 
of the inſufficiency ofnaturalabilityes, and | 
ofany improvements of humane g_ ; 

and } 
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andlearning, for help; after this had firſt 
beenat the furtheſt hight both in Greece and 


| Rome, before the alone Redeemer of the 


church came. 

Qu. LV. Whatcan offer furtheſt con» 
viction to the world of the truth of Chriſtia- 
nity from its nature and internall excellen- 
cies; and that itisno leſle efſentially good 
in itsſelfe, then evidently true. 

Ans. I. Thatits ſo undeniable even to thefe - 
that live at adiſtance, how ſuch is the zruth 
of Chriſt thatthough all viſible and humane 
props should faill, it can ſubfiſt by its oxx 
evidence, and authority over mens conſcience, 
and hath thus ever preſerved its ftation in 
the worſt of times. II, That as it holds 
forth the moſt exquiſite rule of perfeFion to 
follow , ſo doth bring the greateſt releef to 
the diſtempers ofthe minde, and theſe mi- 
ſeries which attend humane ſtate here; ſo 
as a higher glory doth thus reſult tothe holy 
God, by this diſpenſation of Grace to fallen 
man then if he had ſtood in hisprimitive ſtate. 
IfT. That it is ſure the truth and docrine of 
Chriſt doth natively tend to fix men ina 
ſtate of light and communion with God, andin 
a ſtate of ſeparation of ſuch in their principles , 
affetion , and converſation trom the world. 
I V. That it doth more brightly shine forth 
1n fomplicity , and truth and in its internall 


and 


and vitallaFs, then in any outward form or 
Shew, yeain the way of /elfe deniall, meek- 
neſſe , and poverty of ſpirit, doth ſuch ane 
excellency appeare, as in 7s oun nature, 
hath as viſible a difference from the proud 
and vindictive ſpirit of this world, as the | 
day hath from the night. V. How ſuch is | 
Chriſtianity, as by no naked dofrinall diſco- | 
very of the ſame, to mens judgement, or 
ſuch rules as any humane ſcience is acquired 
by, can be knowen, without ane inward 
power and principles of anew life; nor can 
there ever bea right knowledge of divinity, 
untill it be firſt ingrafted in a divine hear! ; 
ſo far is this »zy/ery above all humane rule, 
and contrivance, VI. That it isſtated in 
the greateſt oppoſition to any falſe chew or 
hypocriſy; yea , brings ſuch inforcements 
Ch of candor, and truth, and of love, 
zenderneſſe and ſympathy towards others, as 
all muſt ſeeis notonly the higheſt ornament 
and perfection of our nature, but the greateſt 
bleſſing to the world that ever was knowen. 
V IT. Thatſuch a native luſtre and fragrancy 
dothattend the truth, and ſimplicity of the 
goſpell, asitsno more poſſible for humane 
art or cunning to repreſent this, then to 
make thedead image ofa man to live, or to 
paintina broad the wizall ſcent ofa violet or 
roſe, toour ſenſes. VIII. Thatin this wy 
hn 0 
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(45) | 
of the poſpels ſubduing men to the obedience 
thereof, by the power of :mward grace, the 
glory of Chriſ# doth morg eminently: shine 
torth, then if he had appeared for this end 


| with the greateſt outward majeſty and atten- 
| dance of Angels to our bodily eyes. IX. 
* That it is ſo viſible how the whole world 
| beſides, that is without the revelation of 
| Chriſt, isa place where horrour, falſehood, 


| and impiety doth manifeſtly reign. 


u. V. But how do yow receive ſo 


| wonderfullatruth, as that of the Goſpell is, 
{ when its now ſo great a diſtance of time from 
| its firſt promulgation. 


Ans. I. That wecan beno more ſure 


| andperſwaded of the moſt viſible and pre- 
| ſentobjects of ſenſe, then, thatthis is the 
| ſamegoſpel/which is ſtill shiaing forth to the 
| world, whereby ane innumerable company 
| of allnations, tongues and languages , hath 
| received the ſpirit , and been ſealed; yea, 
| hath made thatchange upon men, in turning 


them from uagodlyn:ſſe and 1dols ro ſerve the 
living God, as hath been no lefſe marvellous 
then the turning of ſo many wolves , into 
limbs, II. Thatitis the ſame goſpe/[which 
not only through a ſeries of 16. centuries 
hath been atteſted, but by ſuch innumerable 
witneſſes who counted not their life deare 


unto the death for ſcaling thereof, and ford 
1T 


| (46) 
it {weet to be offered'up in the flames for 
Chriſt. ITT. Which in all ages paſt hath 
ſtood our the greateſt oppoſition that ever 
the world made to any intereſt, while the 
2weapons of its warfare were ſpiritual, and not 
carnal; 8& with that ſucceſle as the time of the 
Chwrches hotteſt perſecution from heathens was 
that period of time alſo of a moſt remarka- 
ble ſpreading in the world, 1V. That the 
ſame Goſpelis revealed this day, which hath 
had ſuch diſcernable rriamphs and ſucceſſe 
when no external aſſiſtance could be ſeen 
herein; and no viſible power by which it 
gained the moſt ſavage and dark parts of the 
earth, to take on the yoak of Chrift , and pre- 
fer the objects of faith to the moſt defireable 
objetts of ſenſe. V. Yea, which hath not 
only had ſuch vital influenceon mens heart, 
and practice to change it into the ſame image; 


but that herein the doctrine of the croſſe of 


Chriſt in the greateſt gmplicity hath ſtill been 
the moſt effectual way of irs conqueſt, and 
-.the greateſt attractive on mens ſouls to re- 
ceive the ſame. 

Qu. VI. How is it demonſtrable that 
ſach remarkable ſufferings of times paſt for 
the truth of Chriſt, were both founded on 
the alone certainty thereof, and carryed out 
by a divine Spirit above any afliſtance of 
nature. 

ANSW. 
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. Answ. That it is ſure, T. Here was no 
comedy, or perſonated ſufferings which the 


imitive Chriſtians, and in after times did 


endure for Chriſt; or that theſe unexpreſſa- 


ble tormentsand paines were any dream, and 
deluſion either to themſelves or the world, 


| and that their adverſaries did thus confli& 
| and wreſtle with their own shadow in ſo 
| continued and cruel ane oppoſition, IT. That 
| ſuch joy and exultation of Spirit theſe witneſ- 
| ſed amidſt their rorments, who otherwiſe 
| wanted no ſenſe or feeling of their paines and 


ſufferings, could have no riſe but what was 


| ſupernatural. I1T. That this could be no 


poſſible diſhimulation or counterfit when they 
were ſtepping in on ererniry, nor theproduct 


| ofadiſtempered judgment; whilſt all might 
| ſee what ſeriouſneſle of Spirit , renderneſſe, 
| and bowels of compaſſion to their adverſaries 
| they did then evidence. . I V. That theſe 
| greateſt ſufferings were upon choiſe, and to 
| endure rather then to be ſafe at therate of 
| receding in any thing from the truth, V. Yea 
| no natural reaſon can comprehend how ſuch 
| mean and feeble perſons as many of theſe , 
| were, Should endure, what would have 
| made the greateſt natural conrage to faint, | 
| as if they had forcgone humane paſſions 
| which flesh and blood muſt needs have here-' 
' 1n, ſoas Iam conſtraind to {ce ſomething 


NO 


[no leſs marvellous and ſupernatural in: the 
faith of martyres , then in the faith of miracle, 


SECFION IIL 


Qu.1. yS it fully demonſtrable, thatthe 
| | of 4 deity, and of ſuch an 
eſtablishment as areligious worship, muſt 
neceſſarly determine men to be Chriſtians, 
on this ground that they cannot but ſee how 
religion hath not another being in the earth, 
but in the truth of Chriſtianity. 

Answ. Ttis ſimply impotſible to make a 
rational tryal herin , and not ſee theger- 
tainty. of this demonſtration , to þ&'thus 


clear. I. That there needs no more forf 
any of a ſerious ſpirit, but to come and ſee, 


what the whole frame of Heatheniſme was, 
and if it be poſſible to deny, even under 
any ſenſe of the law and dictates of nature, 
its being the higheſt reproach of mankind; 
and how the very myſteries of that Heathenish 
worship, wasſo horrid and impure, as they 
needed a vail then from the common view 
of the world. TI. Nor can there be a ratio- 
nal reflection this day, on that ſtrang mon- 
ſter of Mahamitaniſme , but of a viſible pro- 
digyofthe judgment of God, on theſe parts 
ofthe earth; upon their apoſtacy from the 
Chriſtian faith, by giving men up to ſuchan 

impoſture, 
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jmpoſture, as expoſeth the very name and 
form of religion, to derifion; and canne- 
yerclaime a reception either from the puri» 
ty of its rule or internal evidence of the 
truth cherof , or of its having any poſſible 
conſiſtence with itſelf, ITT. "That its ſure 
alſo the Fewish religion had never another 
being but in the truth and faith of Chr:/t;ant- 
ty, and where this fundation is divided 
trom, ithath noneatall; yea how that peo- 

leunto this dayare ſuch a confirming wits 
neſſe to the Chriſtian Religion, as its ſtrang 
this doth not beget deeper impreſſions on 
mens ſpirit. So that theres an abſolute ne« 
ceſlity,, we muſt either forgoe the uſe of 


| reaſon, orice, if there were notſuch a rule 
given and revealed for commerce betwixt 


Godand man, as the Scripture, where the 
laws and conſtitutions of the Chriſtian faith, 


are for this end held forth, that its then ſure 


there is no ſuch thing, as any religion inthe 

earth , but what wer ſo highly irrational and 

abſurd, asshould rather juſtify Arheiſpn. 
Qv. Il. What ſpecial confirmation to | 


Chriſtianity , can this viſible ſtate of the 


ews bear, whoarein ſo expreſſean oppo» 
ſition tothe Goſpel of Chriſt ? 

Answ. If this were brought near our 
thoughts we should find it one of the great 
aſliſtances to our faith. 1. That its ſure there 

| D is 


| .- gov | 
is ſucha peopleand race, as a living and vi. 
 fibleevidence to our ſenſe, of the truth of 
that renowned mation, and church of Iſrael, 
to which the oracles of God were committed, 
andthus areſtill, as ſomepart of the evident 
ruines of that once flourishing ſtate. 11, 
That the world may ſee, ſuch a people kept 


by themſelves and not mixed with the na-f 


tions , whoſe fathers from one generation 
to another did ſtill own the divinity of the 


O/d Teſtament ; and doth atteſt that doc: 


trine, in which the truth and ſubſtance of 


Chriſtianity lyes, even whilſt with greateſt 


malice they oppoſe the Chriſtian faith, to 


witneſſe there can be no poſſible colluſion | 


Here. ITI. Their being under a ſtroak of 


that zd:cial induration and blindnefle of 


mind, as no reaſon could poſhibly compre- 


hend ſucha thing , how they ſee notthe light 


in the very noon-day of the Goſpel, if it 
were not expreſly fortold their being con-| 


cluded under ſuch an arreſt of judgment, 


until the fulneſſe of the gentiles be brought in. | 


TV. That ſo immediate an - appearence of 


God , is in the judgment of that people, 
both in the manner and continuance there» | 
of, as no inſtance could ever be found tof 


reſemble the ſame, ſince man was formed 
inthecarth; and thus as a conſpicuous mo- 
nument of divin wrath , ſet up for every 


age 


(5) 
apeand tirhe of the Church, to turn afide 
and conſider this great ſighr, and inquire 
what means ſo ſtrang and amazing a thing, 
as the fate of the ſcattered Jews is, now. un- 
der the timesof the Goſpel. V. Thar this 
deſolation on them and ſtroak , had ſuch 
ſpecial concurring circumſtances for giving 


| lighttherto; as being not above 48. years , 
| dfter the death of Chriſ#, with theirhands, as 
| it were, hot and reaking with that blood 
{ which they had wished on them, and their 


children ; that it should be ar that time of 


| the Paſſover , which was the very ſame of 


the /ufferings of our bleſſed Lord there , and 


pointing as with the finger at the ſame; asalſo 


| by the Romans, whole intereſt in their op= 


poſition to Chriſt they pretended to own. 
Qu. III. Is the way and manner of the 
Goſpels promulgation ſuch, as no other pro- 


| feſhon could everpretend to, and where all 


may ſee there can be no humanintereſt or 
contrivance in theſame? 

ANnsw. Itis undenyable, thatno intereſt 
elſe was ever in ſuch a way promot and does 


exceed all natural underſtanding, how the 


truth of Chriſtianity could in this manner 
prevail. I. To perſwade men without any 


| motives, or inducements from this preſent 


world, to imbrace adoctrine ſo wholly re- 


pugnant to nature; yeato preterr an intereſt 
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of things not ſee, and which none ever in 


the earth ſaw, to the moſt defirable o0bje# | 
of ſenſe. TI. Toadmitno implicit reception | 


fromany, buton their exacteſt inquiry and 
tryal herein; or inan other way claime an 
intereſt in mens affections, but by afull af 
ſent of their light and judgment to the ſame, 
III. Toadmit no gratification to the moſt 


predominant deſires and inclinationfof men | 


upon any darling fin, which according to 
human wiſdome would be judged of an ab- 


ſolute neceſſity for gaining any acceptance 


withſuch ; yea to give no partial reſpect to 


the greateſt Princes more then to the meaneſt, | 


IV. To purſue its intereſt, by ſo plain x 


diſcovery of the death, and ſufferings of our 
bleſſed Lord, with the whole ignominy thereof, | 


when nothing could more evidently con-f 


trol ſuch an end by any rules of human wiſ- 


dome and policy, if there had been a poſſi-| 
ble acceſle to conſult flesh and blood herein, 
V. And its ſure there could be no deſigne, | 
without an immediate divine power, in ſuch) 


a manner to plead the intereſt of Chriſtiani- 
ty with men, by inſerting affliction, and 


the croſſe in the firſt entry, as eſſentialtorhth 


profeſſion thereof, and holding forth the 
neceſſity of taking on the yoke of Chrif, 
without which none can be his Diſc 


ples. 


| 
Qu. IVe 


Y 
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Q v. IV. But wherein doth the evidence 
of that great demonſtration of the Goſpel 
moſt clearly appear, inthe love and unity of 


| Chriſtians amonghſt themſelves, which we 


find Chriſt doth ſo ſpecially preſſe, for this 
end, thatthe world might know, and have 
ſuch a viſible ſeal of his divine miſſion , 


| Foh. 17: 3b 


ANnsw. The greatneſſe of this demon- 


| ſtration may be thus evident to all. T. That 
its ſo clearly demonſtrative of the parity of 


our Religion, which can admitt of no bitter- 


| neſſe, ſtrife, recrimination, or ſuch inde- 
| cencies of heatand paſhon, whichare theſe 
| fatal effects of diſcord in the Church; and 


thus lets us ſee the excellency of the ſpirit and 


| rule of the Goſpel. II. That thusalſo we 
may know the power and efficacy of the 
| truth thereof, which is according topodlineſſe, 


upon mensheart, inſubduing theſediſtem- 


| pers of the mind and judgment. ITT. That 


this doth ſo ſpecially tend to make religion 
bovely, and to draw forth matter of praiſe and 
blefling to God from the world , when 
they ſee ſuch a nativeeffe&t of Chriſtianity 
as this, to make thoſe who profeſſe the ſame 


| Inthatmanner shine forth in zenderneſſe, hu- 
 mility, and brotherly love, ſo that they be- 


come as apublick goodand bleſſing to man- 


_kindinthe place they arein, IV, Thisap- 


WB 3 pears 


arsalſo-from the nature of that #105 1» the 


Church of Chriſt, and amonghſthis followers, 
which onlyadivine power could both frame: 


and make effectual; and its ſure no human 


ſociety or conſtitution could ever claim. 


ſuch an «xiry therein as this is ; where not 
only perſons of all nations and languages and 
of ail conditions, both high and low, but 
of the moſt different intereſts, humours, 
and dividingcircumſtancesin otherthings, 
doe yetinſo marvelous an harmony mect in 


the -ody of Chriſt which is his Charch here in 


the WE, V. Becauſe hereinalſo doth the 
glory and honour of our bleſſed head, more 
eminently appear 1n ſecuring this #nity of his 
Church, under a diverſity of light and judge- 
mentotherw ayes, by « ſpirit of love, meck- 
neſſe and condeſcendence amongſt his peo- 
ple; then by impoſing the moſt ſevere and 
abſolute uniformity in all things, to be the 
alone condition of Chriſtian communion. 

Q uv. V. But what ſtrength and evidence 
doth this demonſtration of the Goſpel, now 
bear in fo divided 4 ſtate of religion , and 
when the wounds and breaches of the 
Church this day are like to blood unto 
death? 

Answ. Whateverjuſt cauſe be of griefe, 
yet 15 there none for darkening the truth of 
this demonſtration, on theſe grounds. I. That 

none 
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none can deny the perfection of the rule of 
the Goſpel, for the moſt firm and intire uni. 
ty amonghſt all the followers of Chriſt on 
the earth. II. That no oppoſition which is 
made therto , but what hath been fortold as 
one of the greateſt tryals of the Church un- 
der the New Teſtament , and the Spirit of 
God doth moſt expreſly point at in theſe 
latter times, ITT. Becauſe the furtheſt op- 
portion thereto can beno more cauſe forany 
to ſtumble , or queſtion the truth of this 
demonſtration , then that there 1s a Devil, 
whoſe greateſt deſigne hath ever been to di- 
vide and break Chriſtians amongſt them- 
ſelves. IV. Becauſe this union, which is 
chiefly miſtical andinviſible, 1s much greater 
oft, then what this way may appear to the 
world, and of that kind as is notinterrup- 
ted by diſtance of place, or any want of lo- 
cal communion. V. That ſuch a gzard 1s 
ſet by the Lord unto this piece of his glory, 
and to oppoſe any invaſion thereon ; that 
there ſtands an Angel with a flaming ſword , 
upon every hand in the commands and threa- 
zings of the Goſpel , to ſecure this bleſſed 
wnity of the Saints amonghſt themſelves, ſo 
as none can invade the ſame but on their hi- 
gheſt peril, ofoppoling that which is as the 
apple of Chriſds eye. VI. Thatits ever found: 
how this demonſtration hath ſome clear evi- 
D 4 dence 
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dence amonghſt ſuch who are indeed the 
Diſciples of Chriſt , and according to their ad- 
vanice in the life and power of Chriſtianity 


doth the more brightly shine forth ; ſo that ' 


the nearer the lines are to the center , the 
nearer alſo are they amonghſt themſelves, 
VII. Thatin all times there hath been ſome 
tremenduous marke >f the judgment of God 
made viſible on ſuch who are contentious, and 
have made it their worke to cau/e diviſion in 
the Church and ſow diſcord among bre- 
thren. 

Qu. VI. But what hath the Church 
now in theſe Jatter dayes to compenſe the 
want of that great demonſtration by mira- 
cles, and ſuch extraordinare confirmations 
of the Chriſtian faith, as were in the firſt 
times? 

Answ. I, That we may ſee how far that 
ſeal of martyr/lome , which came in the 
roome of mrracles to the Church, hath ex- 
ceeded that which was in the firſt times of 
the Goſpel. II, Thatthere hath been ſince 
ſuch innumberable shining examples of holi- 
neſſe, yea theſe continued to this day, 
whom the world might ſee did walk in the 
light and power of Chriſtianity, as ſure as 


men walks, under the power and vertue of 


aliving ſoul. I1I. That we now ſee what a 
length the coxrſe of the Goſpel and of the 
Church 


Church militant is come, and how far thus 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, which 
once was ſo contrare to all human appea- 
rence. IV. That fo ſure and exact a per- 
formance of the Scripture , is now undenya- 
blein the event, and of ſuch great and mars 
| velousthings which were fortold under the 
New Teſtament, that in an ordinare way none 
could have believed, what we ſee with our 
eyes, and now have theſe things, which 
{ wereinformer ages the objec? of the Churches 
| faith, made the obje(t of oxr ſen/e; and its 

ſure this is ſuch 4 ſeal and confirmation ta 
| our faith in theſe laſt times as doth much 
exceed the greateſt miracles which were with 
the fir/# planting of the Goſpel, V. Though 
we may notreſolve our faith on any extrraor- 
dinare providences, or lay the leaſt weight 
hereon to ſupport the authority of the doce 
trine we profeſſe, {ſince this only is founded 
on that ſacred revelation of divine truth inthe 
Scriptare, which is that infallible rule to 
| diſcerne true miracles, and what is Gods 
ſeal herein under the undoubted f{ignature 
and ſtampe of his own power and working 
| intheſame; yet hath there been fuchincon= 
trollable evidence of extraordinare ſigns 
and confirmations to confrme the truth of 
the Reformed Religion, ſince the Refor- 
mation, asin no ages paſt was ever known, 
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but with the firſt planting of the Goſpel 


among the Gentiles. 
SECTION IY. 


Qu. I. JS it cleare and demonſtrable that 

| bv dofrine of Chriſt , is a ſoull 
quickening and experimental religion , and the 
trial thereof, in its moſt ſupernatural truths, 
of ſuch rational certitude and evidence, as 
the world can no more deny or queſtion the 
ſame then theſe experiments of nature, that 
are of moſt univerſal uſe ? 

Answ. Though men looked but at a 
diſtance here or were come from Heathni/m, 
ſo foras to make a ſerious trial of Chriſtiazity, 
irs ſure they could not butſee, and be fully 
periwaded in their judgement , hereof on 
theſe grounds. I. That ſuchadiſcovery is 
undoubted and cleare in the Scriptare of ſo 
great things, as, that there is a holy Ghoſt, 
 andhis workings on mens ſouls, of peace with 
' God, and the joy of his preſence, which all 
who receive the goſpel are called to know 
and prove on theiroun trial, 11, That this 
wittneſſe of Chriſtian experience, hath as 
diſcernable a conſent and harmony there 
with as face anſwereth to face in the glaſſe, 
andis cleare to be no caſualthing , but where 
every {tepin this way of tral, 1s by Scripture 

light 
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light, and what they did before readthere, 
erethey knew it on their oun ſoul. III, That 


{ this 1n all ages of the church and wherever 


ſuch as ſerved God in the ſpirit were found 
inthe moſt remote parts from others, hath 


| ftill been the ſame; and like a prear roll is 


tranſmit from one generation to another, 
with their confirmatory ſeal, that God is faith= 


full and true, in theſe truths of his word 


which ſeem moſt incredible to the world, & 
now comes to our hand to require the ſame 
atteſtation and wittneſſe, IV. That theſe 
who know and teſtify theſe things once 
found itnoteaſy to beleeve the ſame and did 
no lefſe judge of ſuch great experiments of 
religion as a dream or imaginary thing then 
moſt now doe, until they knew them on 
their ſoul. V. That ſuch alſo have been 
the moſt burning and shining lights that ever 
were in the churchand theſe innumerable in 
allages who declare the ſame, yeathis in the 
mouth of the grave and entrance to ane eters 
nal ſtate when no outward intreſt could ſway 
them here. VI. That it muſt be a matter of 
greateſt aſſurance which hath then preſſed 
the moſt tender parents with their laſt and 
dying breath to commend the ſamerrial ts 
their children, and to obteſt their making 
earneſt herein as the greateſt intereſt they 
could leave them, VII. That what ever 


diffe- 
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differences be oft among theſe in ſome matters 
of truth: yet, inthe certainty of this great 
trial of the life, powerand comforts of reli- 
vion, is ane harmonious onenes inthe ſame 
teſtimony inall times of the church. VIII, 
That ifany queſtion this becauſe ſo remote 
from mens ſexes, and thejudgement of car- 
nal reaſon; the reality of its efeds, doth 
unanſwerably prove both the reality and 
excellency of the cauſe. 

Q u. II. What cleareand rational con- 
viction can yow offer, of ſo greata thing as 
converſjon of men from attate of nature, to a 
new ſtate bygrace, which doth raiſe them as 
far above thereſ{idue of mankinde, as rea- 
ſon doth above the ſtate of the beaſtes ? 

Answ. Though I should ſtrive againſt the 
conviction of ſuch a miracle, and demon- 
ſtration of the Goſpel, as converſion is, yet 
were it not poſſible to deny ſuch demonſtra- 
tive evidences as the world cannot but ſee 
hereof. I. That itis ſure ſuch a change is made 
eſſentially requiſite to the being, and conſti- 
tution ofa Chriſtian, by the whole conſent 
of the Scripture. IT. That there was never 
yetane argument in nature, for ones beinga. 
Chriſtian in the life and power thereof what 


ever may be fora naked form orshew. III. Þ 


T hat they are not a few, butinnumerable 


inſtances 1n all times and ofallrancks & cone 
ditions 
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itions of men on whom ſo great a change 

nd difference hath been made thus evident, 

oth from themſelves what once they were, 
and from the reſidue of the world. IV. That 
this hath been not only upon ſuch as have 
been /ignally impious in their practiſe, but 
who in their judgment were wont to deread 
holyneſle as a fancy, ſoas Atheiſts muſt grant 
thatthere have been as profeſt Arheiſis ſome= 
times as themſelves, who have been made 
ſuch conſpicuous monuments of the power 
of the goſpel. V. That none can object 
here, as once the Fees did, doe any of 
the ralers, orſuch as the world counts moſt 
wiſe, and knowing ſtand wittneſles to the 
ſame ; when it is ſo knowen there have not 
been more iſe, learned, and judicious in 
the things of reaſon upon the earth, then 
ſuch as have been eminentexamples of the 
power of converſion. VI. That its mar- 
vellouseffeF&s in ſubduing men, to what once 
was there predominant intereſt and idol, and 
to part from what had been as their right eye, 
or hand could only be from ane immediat dis 
vine power. VII. That fuchas were grea=- 


teſt adverſaryes to the truth , have been 
made no leſſc eminent inſtruments in the ſer= 


viceot Chriſt, and choiſe veſſels of honour, 


then once they were in their enmity and op= 


poſition. V III. That this change hath 
been 
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been ſo diſcernable in times of moſt viſible 
perſecutions and hazard, when no outward 
advantage or gaine could have the leaſt in- 
fAluence thereon. Now as theſe are demon- 
ſtrably cleare, ſo can there be no poſlible ac- 
ceſſe to queſtion this. I. Thatthe Scripture 
is faithfull and true in ſo great a diſcovery, 
IT. That there is a divine ſpirit and a power 
above nature, which accompanyes the ſame 
in ſuch a change. T1T. That there are ſurcly, 
contrary ſtates inane otherworld, when they 
are ſo undeniably manifeſt here. 

u. ITI. But canſo great ane experi- 
ment of religion as that of communion betwixt 
God and men, here upon earth be made ratio- 
nally convinceing to ſuch as are themſelves 
ſtrangers thereto; and forafurther confir- 
ming ofthe Chriſtian faith ? 

Answ. Though this be ane experiment of 
divine truth of a more tranſcendent intereſt 
and value then all that ever werein nature, 

etisit nolcfle evidext, there can be no poſ- 
ſible deluſion herein; if T. to which ſo i- 
remerable a company beares teſtimony and 
hath tranſmit the ſame, as that which not 
once or twice they have proven butin the 
continued trial of their life. II. That its 
knowen to the world, how ſuch as teſtify 
what they doe, and have ſooft found in the 
retirement of their ſouls with God, are of as 
di[cer« 
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diſcerning ſpirits to know the true value of 


things,as any elſe; yea ſuch whoſe teſtimony 


in other things the worſt of men could not 
refuſenor deny. III. How its undeniably 
evident, ſuch muſt know ane other acquain- 
tance and ſociety then that of men; that not 
only makes theſe hid exerciſes of godlines 
ſodefireable, where all may ſee they more 
flee then follow any humane wittneſſe, but 
thus makes ſo viſible a change oft both in 
their caſe and countenance after moſt ſad 
anguish and dounecaſtings of ſpirit, IV. That 
it is ſo evident alſo how ſuch as are moſt 
ſerious this way, have been viſtbly oft rat- 
ſed above their ordinary caſe, and frame 
in prayer, and other dutyes of religion; yea, 
in that manner, as they who never knew, 
there 15a holy Ghoſt but by report, could not 
withſtand ſo cleare conviction of the reality 
hereof, that can beget ſuch /iberty, humble 
zenderneſſe and melting of heart, yea ſuch 
diſcernable joy and confidence. V. That 
no deluſion or falſe shew can be here,, when 
its ever ſeen, howſuch as are moſt ſerious 
and frequent in prayer and theſe hid retire- 
ments with God, are the moſt flourishing 
alſo in the vizals of Chriſtianity, and have 
the moſt honorable luſtre, and appearance 
ofany intheir profeſſion. VI. Thatits ſuch - 


| only whoſe joy and comfort is molt ſpecially 


d1ſcer- 


(64) 

diſcernable beyond =» 4M when theſe lower 

' ſprings of outward help and encouragement 
are moſt viſibly shut up. 

Qu. IV. Is that great, and experiment! 
part of religion inghe power of the conſcience 
over man, ſuchas may be as demonſtrable | 
to the world , as the truth of a rational 
being? 

ANnsw. It may be matter of wonder how | 
men are not{truck with deeper convictions 
hereon, when they cannot but ſee. I, That 
though this be the greateſt rormentor, and | 
troubler ofthe world, yet is there no poſh. 
ble retreat from its power tho they should 
flee to the uttermoſt parts of the earth , but 
doth thus enforce the ſoul to a reflexion ont: 
fſelfe even when it trembleth at thar fight. | 
Tl. Which cauſeth ſuch feare and horrour 
upon the commitment of ſecret ſims, when 
no dread of humane wittneſle, or of viſible 
hazard this way could ever occaſion this, 
III. Which admits no violence in any to 
outdare the ſame, bur is a power that the 
greateſt monarches finde to be ſtronger then 
they; and isſuch, astheſe oft are enforced 
for a preſent caſe, and releefe either to divert, 
or bribe the ſame by ſome falſe grounds of 

eace. IV. That it conſtraines men to 
juſtify God, and judge themſelves when his 
4b. 4 doth purſue them, and to finde out 


their 


" > 
theirſin, andguilt, which was before hid; 
V. Which makes men alſo afrayed to be alo= 
»2 with themſelves; and to tremble at the 
wordof truth, becauſe its light doth torment 
them, by that unavoidable application the 
conſcience makes hereof, V I. Yea makes 


| mens guilt ſo legible oft in their countenan= 


ce, even when they ſtudy moſt ro conceale 
it, aSall may ſee, there is ane a:cuſer with- 
in whoſe authority and power cannot pollt= 
bly be declined. VII. Which with fo re-. 


| markable a confidence, and ſecurity doth ſup- 


port mens ſpirit and makes it eaſy to ſuſtain 
its greateſt infirmityes from without, when 
it isafriend; yea, thus upholds the oppreſt 
with unſpeakable peace and comfort, when 
it doth oft caufe the oppreſſours to tremble. 
Q v. V. But whatdoth moſt neceſlarly 
reſult from ſo cleare a demonſtration as the 


| Conſcience 1s for confirming of our faith? 


ANnsw. I. Thatits infallibly thus cleare, 


| how there is a higher power and judoment, to 


which all mankinde 1s ſubjected , & gives the 
world an unavoidable demonſRration, both 
of the being of God, & the truth of his word, 
in the great & ſupernatural diſcovery which 
it makes hereof. 1 I. That there isa ſupream 
& infallible law alſo & inviſible judge above 
us, under whoſe power and authority this 
eoart of juſtice doth without reſpeC of per- 

E ſons 
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fons both ſummond, arreft , bring in wit. 
zeſſe and ſentence greatand ſmall. I TI. That 
the internal government of our bleſſed Lord, 
this way both inthe ſeverity of his rebukes 
and moſt ſenſible enlargements of peace and 
comfort is unavoydably demonſtrar, 
I V. That it beares ſo clear evidence to that 
unknowen and undoubted releef; and how 
none elſe could be ever found, to theſe 
wounds and ſtings of the conſcience, butin 
the light and power of Chriſtianity, V. That 
it is {imply impoſhible for men to delight 
freely in a courſe of ſin, when no humane 
power can diſarm the conſcience of that ſo 
intollerable a ſting , by which it begins ſo 
early a hell within the ſoul. V I. Thatſuch 
1s the powerand peace of a good conſcience 


as can make it ſtand unbroken amidſt the | 
greateſt ruines and terrours of the world | 
when under ſuch a guard, as it is wrapped | 


up 1N1tS OWN 722noCency. 
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Qu. I. JS the evidence of a Kingdome of 

| jr tang in a dire& oppoſition 
and contrariety, to that Kingdome of light, 
which Chriſt hath ſer up by the Goſpel, ſuch 
as the certainty thereof may be a matter of 
ſenſe, as well as of faith ? 
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Answ. Since this is of ſuch ſpecialuſe, 


both to confirm the chriſtian faith and awas 
| ke ſuch to deeper reflexion on the ſame, 
| with whom there ſeemes no acceſſe to deall, 


but by proofes from palpableexperience ; it is 


| notpoſhibletodeny. I. That there is ſuch 


apower, asthe devil and theſe wicked ſpirits 
incompaſling the earth , yea that have ane 
ordinar and familiar converſe with many 
therein, IT. That theſe ſpirits though once 


- originally excellent, have fallen into ſuch 


ane apoſtacy , as all may ſee theiraimand 


only pleaſure, is to dis bonour God, and deſ- 


troy his image in man, ITT. Thatitis ime 
poſſible to deny the marks of that power and 


| conqueſt , which: the Prince of this world, 


hath every where amongſt men; yea how vis 


| fibly many are transformed into his image 
| into ſuch prodigious and deſperar acts of 
| wickedneſſe ; as we should thmk humane 
| nature could not but tremble at, IV. That 
| none can control the certainty both of ſenſe 
| and reaſon which is inthe truth of apparitions 
þ and bodily poſſeſſions of men inall ages, and in 
| allplaces of the earth; and canneed no de- 


monſtration for this, that in many places of 


| theearth, the dewil is both viſibly and audi- 


bly knowen, V. Thatheis ſo manifeſt in 
his appearcnce as a ſpirit of blaſphemy , which 


_ | impetuouſly acts men ro war againſt hea- 
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ven with their 70-gue in ſuch oathes and cur: 
ſing as hath no caſual pleaſure, or gain here- 
in; yea, as a ſpirit of deluſion in ſo viſible ane 
excitement of others to theſe extravagancies 
undera shew of religion, as are incompati- 
ble with any uſe of judgement or reaſon. 
VI. Thatſo innumerable a company of hu. 
mane race, hathinallages been ina formal, 
and expreſſe covenant with theſe powers of | 
darkneſle is undenyable upon the molt ſeve- 
re and impartial inquiry herein. 

Qu. II. What ſpecial aſiftexce to your 
faith doth the certainty of theſe powers of 
darkneſſe bring therewith? 

Answ. I. Thatſuchaparty both in their { g 
nature and continued actings, are in a ſtated | B 
oppoſition to the Kingdome of Chriſt, Id 
II. Thatitis fo viſible the prey which theſe Þ m 
mighty hunters do follow is not our body, or ff of 
the things of this life, but 1s with reſpe& to m: 
ane mortal ſoul , and ane after ſtate, and Iu 
that thus man might be made sharer of the un 
ſame miſery under which they are conclu- [le 
ded. ITI. Thatall may ſee their being un- Ire, 
der reſtraint ofa ſupream power above them fo 
& under ſuch chainesas do irrefiſtibly bound Janc 
their rage , and enmity againſt man by ane ſme 
inviſiile guard and hedge which they cannot the 
breake over, IV. How their greateſt ra- | ( 
ge , and {trugling is againſt the _— 
0 
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of fihnersto God, and to hold faſt his poſ- 
ſeſhon in ſuch, as the Spirir of God doth not, 
more clearely move for their reſcue, then 
theſe doe to croſſe that bleſſed deſign of the 
Goſpel. V. That there are none ſerious 
in the truth and life of religion but finde 
themſelves purſued by ſuch ane adverſary ; 
and to have as diſcernably another party 


| then themſelves, or the world to conflict 


with as if they ſaw them in @ viſible shape. 
VI. Thatby the Goſpeland within the pre« 
cinct of the church, is ſo diſcernably a grea- 
ter reſtraint of Satans dominion and power then 
inall the earth beſides; yea that the advanta- 
ge of being within the external covenant of 
Baptiſm , is ſo demonſtrable as the leaſt yeel= 
ding or tendency to a renouncing of the ſa- 
me, orany acts of homage, for making uſe 
of his help, hath ever made way for ſome 
more extraordinary power of the dewil over 
luch then others. V IT. Thusalſoisa moſt 
undeniable confirmation given of ane ivi/i- 
ble world, and of ſuch inrellefFual beings the= 
re, asare farabove man ; yeathat there is 
lo undoubted ane intercourſe betwixt men 
and ſpirits, as may clearely shew that intereſt 
mens ſoul hath in another ſtate and world 
then this. 

Qu. IIT. Is that great truth of the #4- 


mortality of the ſoull , and its never dying ſta- | 
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S 
te after death, as fally demonſtrable to rea- 
ſon , as it is by the furtheſt certainty of 
faith? 

Answ. Thoughit be ſo amazing a thing 
to beleeve ane immortal ſoull, and eternal ta- 
ze, whereinit muſtshortly enter, as by few 
ſeemes to be apprehended , yet areits de- 
monſtrative evidences, ſuch that except 
men loſe all ſence and uſe of reaſon, it 1s 
notpoſit>letodeny, I. That there is ſuch 
ane immaterial and ative ſubſtance as the 
foull , which can admit no cauſe, either of 
its decay or diffolution,, from the body , yea 
that the greateſt excellency of this viſible 
creation , is here, thatſuch a vital beam of 
life, light, and immortality, as the ſoull of 
man 15 therein. II. Though we cannot ſee 
this rare and wonderful being, yetitis here þ 
we both ſec, and feel it to be ſomething 4i- 
ftinf from the body, and to have adiſtinCt in-J | 
tereſt , both in its griefs and comforts, ſſ | 
TII. How it can have no dependance on the fſ t 
body in its being , which doth no way de-f| | 

N 
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pend thereon in its actings and exerciſe ; but 
is oft moft vigorous and cleare, in its exer- 
Ciſe, notonly when moſt ſeparat and abſtratty a 
from ſen{1ble things, bur when the flesb 3} 0 
under the greateſt decay, and neare its iſ] e: 
ſo'ution; toshew the ſoull lyeth nota dying] fu 
with the body, buthath its di/find# /uZ/i/tenyy in 


AT, 
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ce, to live inaſeparat ſtate, when it dyes. , 
IV, Irs being peculiarly framed for conver- 
ſe, and intercourſe with ſpiritual beings, 
yea 15 only of the viſible creation admir to 


' fellowship with the inviſible God, and to 


have reflex as upon it ſelf. V. How it is 
a being of a higher nature and value, then 
the ſun, moon and ſtarrs; which not only 
can know, and conceive ofthings above the 
evidence and impreſſions of /ezſe, but to 
make a rational choiſe of good, though croſ- 
ſe to any ſenſual pleaſure ; yea to rejoyce, 
and have its proper delights, when the bo- 
dy is afflicted and in pain; nor can be defiled 
from the moſt loathſome ſores and defile- 
ments of the flech, ſo as I muſt needs ſee 
both its dominion and preheminence over 


' the body, and to have aſſuredlie a ſubſiſtence 


without the ſame. VI. That it is ſuch a being, 
as 15 Capable of a happineſſe beyond the who- 
leextent of the world, & hath theſe intellec- 
tual facultyes, which cannot poſlibly want, 
both objects ſuitable thereto , and injoy- 
ments, above theſenſes. VII. That the 
moſt choiſe and excellent, are uſually moſt 
afflicted, and crushed under the feet of their 
oppreſſours, whilſt theſe flourih in the 
earth and have no bands in their death, ſo as 
\uch were of all men the moſt miferable, if 


| inthis life, both their being and bleſſedneſſe 
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were founded. VIII. Thatthere js ſo «11. 
wverſal a ſenſe of immortality , as theſe who 
both feare and hate the evidences hereof, 

et under ſome conſtraint of reaſon hath the 
ſame for a continued terrour. IX. Thatit 
is ſure the certatnty of death , makes it ſim- 
ply impoſſible , tor things only ſuited to 
this life of ſenſe, to be the ultimate good, 
or fruition of man; fince elſe the heaſ?s 
Should have a greater happineſſe then ſuch, 
ifir were not from reſpect to ane after and 
immortal tate. 

Qu. iV. What confirmation to your 
faith does that great and amazing change by 
death offer , whenit would ſecm to be ſome. 
thing meerly natural ? 

Answ. Though the only wiſe God 
moves herein according to the nature of ſe. 
cond cauſes, and that it hath various wayes 
of approach unto men, yet may all ſee with 
the furtheſt conviction of rational evidence, 
as well ascertainty of faith, I. How death in 
irs firſt con/t1tution is penal; and comes by a 
divine appointment unto all, not meerly as 
men butas {inners, and to be thus no »atu= 
ral accident and reſult of our primitive and 
original frames. IT. That its death, as a pe- 
»alry which keepes the feare and dread there- 
of ſo much on all living, as ihit laſt period, 


when the eternal ſtate of men is then caſt. 
III, 
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IIT. That the tg _ bitterneſle of ſin, is 
ſo manifeſt in innumerable diſeaſes and 
ſtroakes of death, which many feelan 100, 
times ere they dye once, beyond other of the 


' creatures. IV. Though the ſentence of 


dying is onall, yet ſo great adifference is be= 
twixt the ſaints and re{idue of men here, that 
its pexal execution on the ungodly, 1s ſuch 
as nature can give no ſupportherein. V. 
That ſupernatural preſages and warnings 
hereof ere it come, are in all times ſo known 
and ſure; yea ſuch extraordinare evidences 
ſometimes of the preciſe time, as could have 
no poſſible riſe from any natural cauſe. VI. 
That its immediat comm/ſion from a ſupream 
and inviſible power ,is fo evident in ſuch exe- 
cutions oft , of this ſentence , by ſword, 
famine and peſtilence, as the viſible finger of 
God, inajuſt retribution unto men tor ſing 
may be no lefle ſeen, and aſupernatural cau= 
ſality, then theeffects have been undoubted 
and cleare; to shew ſuch is the ſtate of man, 
as this great revolution by dearth, doth each 
moment depend on a call from heaven. 
VII. That the certainty of ſomething ſuper= 
natural herein, as the King of terrours, 1s 
ſo known as no relecte can poſhbly be 
found, butin the 7ruth and power of Chriſtia- 
ity , to ſet men both above the feare of 
death and ane after ſtate, when once it comes 
S 4 | neere. 


| "4 
neere, VTIT. Yea thatit is ſurely above the 
poſſibility of nature, which can beare out in 
thisgreatadventure and:trialof mens faith, 
both in the truth and ſtrength thereof , at 


death, for which end the-Lord hath thus * 


choiſed that by ſo ſtrange ane entry, and at 
ſo dark aport they $should firſt paſſe to the 
full enjoyment of that glorious ſtate a- 
bove. 

Qu. V. What evidence and demonſtra- 
tion can yow shew , to confirm ſo great a 
faith of an eternal glory abiding the Saints 
in heaven, and of its earne#t and firſ# fruits 
here, as may ſtrike ane undeniable convic- 
tion hereof on the world? 

ANsSw. I. By that viſibleripening and re- 
ſemblance to ſuch a ſtate in all the degrees of 
a Chriſtians grouth, to a more full ſtarure of 
the man in Chrift, as may be nolefle evident 
then the natural grouth of our body. IT. 
That though the opening of theſe gares of 
the ſecond world be hid, as no humane ſenſe 
can diſcern the ſpirit in its aſcent through 
theſe higher regions, to that unconceivea- 
ble paradiſe and glory in the third heaven, yet 
is the triumphant entry and paſſage of innu- 
merable Chriſtians at death , ſuch as hath 
oft been, amatter of ſenſe and cleareſt evi- 
dencetothe world, IIT. That ſuch alſo 
were both humble , tender , and ſincere in 

| their 
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their life, and then in ſo great acompoſure 
of judgement, as all might ſee they knew 
what made them glade and could ſwallow up 
both the feares and bitterneſſe of death; yea 
that this was not given for their own ſup- 
port only, but for a more pablick uſe , to 
the conviction and confirming of others. 
IV. Thatthe ſtate of glory is demonſtrable 
and hath been oft brought downe to mens 
ſenſe, by theſe ravishing joyss of the CMare 
tyres of Chriſt, and exultation of ſpirit even 
in the flames. V. By ſuch ſupernatural 
comforts as attend the life of Chriſtianity, 
and can have no poſſible riſe from the flesh 
andoutward cauſes, with that joy and peace , 
which by ſo natural a reſult tollowes well- 
doing ; and any ſervice of love for Chriſt as 
all may ſee to be the fir? fruirs of that hare 
veſt which isabove. VT. By ſo rare and 
marvellous a frame of the zewman, ſetup 
in this lower region of grace, in ſo diſcer- 
nable a conformity to the bleſſed God, and 
reſemblence to another ſtate then here, to 
which the world is but as a place of pilgri. 
mage , trial and a preparatory ſtate only, 
V 1T. By ſuch viſible returns of joy and 
comfort of Chriſtians after ſaddeſt conflicts 
and downecaſtings, and day-break of theſe 
vital quickning beames of drvine light, that 
have been noleſle evidentoſt, then that of 

; the 
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the martyrs at the ſtake , who cryed out; 
Now he is come, heis come. V ill. By theſe 
breatlHings of love after ane unſeen Chriſt 
and viſible effects of its power on men, as 
might shew ſome begun tran/lation of the 
ſoull ſo far herein, as to be more where it 
loves then it lives. IX. Though we can- 
not ſee here, that ineffable glory, which is 
above, but should have our fazth inſteed of 
eyes; yet ſuch is the truth of holineſſe , as 
doth not only evidence, but in its own na- 
ture partake of a fwrure glory; ſo as every 
degree and a thereof doth enter in a be- 
gun ſtate of fruition and bleſſedneſſe , and 
makes it {imply impoſſible for a good man in 
any true exerciſe of godlineſs, zot to be hap- 
py alſo, and thus ina more near capacity to. 
know that joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 
which is above. X. By ſo lure, known, 
and tryed a paſſage berwixt heaven and mens 
ſouls in prayer, with ſo {ctled a trade of coms- 
merce this way, and certain rerurns, as with 
aſſurance ſuch can ſay, though they muſt 
change their pl,ce , yet not their company. 
XT, That the whole diſpenſations of provi- 
dence in //ra-ls paſſage through the wilder- 
eſſe, and to ſo excellent a country as Ca- 
aan, 15no lefle ſure initſelf, then thar 1 
was given foranembleme and zype of thejurt 
nying and militant ſtate of the ſaints _ - 
and, 


and to be aſolemne pledge of that Canaan a- 
bove. XII. Thatſuch 1s the magnificence, 
harmony, and order of theſe viſible heavens, 
and celeſtial bodies there , with their different 
degrees of glory, (though all illuminated from 


' the ſame fountain of light the ſun) as we 
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may judge by a divine ordination have ſome 
peculiar re{pect to that end, to awake & raiſe 
our thoughts thus, to theſe higher regions of 
glory , which are aboveall theſe, by what is 
thus viſible to our eyes; where the redeemed 
of the Lord shall be ever fixed, & shine forth 
as the Suninthe kingdome of their Father. 
Qu. VI. What vitble and awakning 
evidences are there of the truth of an Hell, 
andthat ſtate of horroxr and torment in anos 
ther world, which even to mens /exſes here, 
might preſent the certainty thereof ? 
ANsw. I. Thatitcan be no more ſure, 
there is ſuch a power and party as that of the 
Devils, then the reality of ſome ſuch horrid 
region and placealſo, to which they belong, 
and areadjudged to. II. From ſo innume- 
rablea company of human race , as are not 
only in the viſtble ſervice of theſe infernal 
ſpirits, but partakers of the ſame nature and 
enmity againſt the H. God and his mage, as 
doth clearly witneſlſe their reſpe& and ten- 
dency to the ſame fareand piaie, and to be 


confederate in thu judgement, aSthey were 
here 
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here in their /v. III. From ſuch viſible 
impreſſions of vindiftive juſtice on mens 
ſouls, with ſuch horroar of conſcienceand un- 
ſufferable torments this way, as in all ages 
have been known by moſt remarkable in- 
ſtances , whennotin the leaſt diſtemper of 
their natural reaſon , that may preſent to 
mens ſenſes ſomething of a wviſzble Hell, as 
convincingly, as if one had riſen from the 
dead, for the ſame. IV. From ſuch a 
trembling ſenſe, and terror of divine ven« 
geance , as oft follows upon horrid as of wig- 
kedneſſe and moſt eminently then breaks 
forth upon a ſurpriſing ſight of death, as all 
may ſee ſomething more dreadful herein 
then the diſſolution of nature and the power 
and preſent arreſt of a future judgment made 
viſible in the ſame. V. From ſuch begun 
degrees , as that of blaſpheming and rage a- 
gainſt God , becauſe of his plagnes , with 
theſe prodigies of cruelty exerced by men here 
intheearth, as might beevidentto all to be 
more then human, and rather the effe&s of 
infernal ſpirits acting in a human s$hape. 
V I. From fo cleara prelude of the ſame in 
that judicial ob4uratio, and blindneſſe, ſo 
many aregiven upto under the greateſt dif- 
coveries of light, ſo as all may ſee their being 
thus bound over in chains, and $hut up in 
priſon , until death bring them forth to the 
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execution; and how no relief or application 


ofthe means of grace hath then any more ac= 
ceſſe. VII. From ſuch a mape & chaddow 
of eternal vengeance, in theſe terrible as of 


. divine judgment inflicted here on Apoſtares, 


and perſecnters of the truth, and other flagie 
tious perſons which with the very firſt view 
might prefentan awful and immediat appea- 
rence of God in the ſame, and that ſome 
ſfrrang and ſupernatural punishment is oft vi- 
ſible on the workers of iniquity. VITI. And 
what ever be of natural cauſes in ſuch viſible 
repreſentations here in the earth , as that 
ſulphureons lake where once Sodom was, and 
theſe burning mountains ſuch as Hecla, Et 
ma, and Veſuvins, yet we may truely judge 
their being thus ſet before the world as ſome 
viſible memorials of theſe infernal flames ; 
and as it were ſo many lumeheads thereof, for 
ſuch who will not believe the ſame , becauſe 
they doe not yer ſee or feal ſuch athing. 

Qu. VII. What afiſtances hath our 
faith, of thatgreatand wonderful truth of 
the reſurrection of the body, after its diſſolu- 
tion inthe grave arty duſt ? 

Answ. I, From that viſible and ſtupen- 
dious frame of the heavens and the earth , 
when its ſure that the ſame infinite power, that 
hath not only made man, but the whole 


creation, can as eaſily collect and recount 
the 
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the diſperſed PL þr the body, as form the 
ſame. IT. From that greateſt pledge hereof, 
in the reſurreion of the body of Chriſt, IT, 
From that tribulation and ſore pain , that 
the ſaints here in their outward man are ex« 
poſed to, ſince it is ſure that in the holy 
juſtice of God, he did not give ſuch bodjes 
for labowur, and for toyl, and to his mar- 
zyrs, to endure unexpreſſible torments for 
Chriſt, to perich forever. IV. From theſc 
viſible re/emblances and prefigurations of the 
reſarrettion which the Lord hath given to 
confirme our faith herein, in the ordinare 
courſe and pro/uttions of nature ; {o asall may 
ſee how every night isas the grave of the day- 
kzht, and each morning a new reſurrection 
of the ſame ; and how viſible an image of 
aeath 15 in each ſeaſon of the winter, with ſo 
marvelous and beatiful a reſurrection of the 
earth, onevery return ofthe ſpring, in the 
herbs, flowers and plants, taking life and ri- 
{ing again, in the /eaves , bloſſomes and fruites; 
yea this in ſuch a variety, as may no leſſe 
convincingly evidence an infinite divine Y, 
power herein, then thatthe ſame body of 
man $hould be raiſed at the aft day. V. 
From that continued miracle of the harve#, 
after the /eed-time, with ſo amazing a pro- 
duction of the grain ſowen in the earth, and 


its firſt dying there before it be quickned, 


ſo} 
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ſometimes an hnared fold, out of the very 
ſamegrain; which to theſe who had never 
before known the ſame would ſeem incredi- 


- ble, & above all reaſon to conceave , or 


bear credite therto. 
CHAPTER FC 


The confirming worke of Religion , in2pro- 
ven wich reſpect to the times, to clear the 
way of the Lord herein , before this gene- 
ration , and let us ſee how nothing is ſo ſtrang 
in the events of this day , which should not 
more ſtrenthen, then shake , and that the God 
of the Reformed Church doth ſtill own 
the ſame intereſt , according to his faithful» 
nefle : hich is here triefly pointed at , upon 
ſome ſpecial inquiry , propoſed abour the 


ſame. 
TECTION 


Hat can afford both light, and 
confirmation to our faith , 11 
ſuch a time, when we ſee the worke of the 
Lord , about his Church , to be molt re- 
markably now a worke of judgement , with 
ſuch dark and ſearching tryals therwith, 
as former times have not known, 

F ANSW« 


fo as to be at laſt brought to 3o, 60, yea 
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Answ. Ttisſure, we haveſeen nothing; 
but what might have been too evidently 
looked for , and that we can pretend no 
want of light herein , upon theſe grounds, 
T. Thar the Zrialls of a Church, $should be 
ſuited to the meaſure of their ra/ent of light, 8 
when this hath been in ſome more then ordi. 
nare way diſpenſed, that ſome remarkably 
ſearcl;ing times might be expected to follow; 
nor can it be now ſtrang to us, that ſuch 
things fall in with this Jay , which did not 
meet the Charches of Chriſt at the firſt entry of 
the Reformation, who then had not ſo clear 
diſcoveries of the truth, and that meaſure of 
confirmation therein, which hath been fin- 
ce. IT. Thut ſome unuſual zryals , and 
conflicts, in the Lords uſuall method of pro. 
vidence, Should be ſuit:d alfo, to the great- 
neſſ© of that worke , which he is bringing 
forth, -may bc no ſtrang thing; and to ſce 
atime of ſuch ſore wreſtlings as this , when 
all things {cem to cry, be in pain as CMHicah 
4: 20. Yea when ſome preat event of the 
Scriptures to be revealed to the world , and 
ncar to 1ts fail hight, and period of ac. omplishe 
ment. as Wc have ſafe ground for aſſurance 
of this 'ay. I I I, Nor hath this ſad and 
diſmal how:r on the Church, been more 
obvious then the provoking cauſe hercof , in 
which the holy righreoufueſje of God, may be 

no 
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no leſſe clear then 4 cloud now is dark; 
when ſuch a viſible falling ofhath been Gt 
that /ove , tendernes, and power of religion 
that did formerly attend its profettion; * AS 


' fortheſe many years paſt we might have ſcen 


that ſome ſoreandremarkable judgment was 
coming, and thatif we had nor been in ſuch 
a maner undone, we were , under ſome 
ladder ftrock of ſpiritual judgment, read 

to be undone. IV. Yea it hath been too 
viſible, that ſuch evils followed the Refor- 
med Churches, as 1n no time 1t was ever 
known, thatthe holy God, did paſſe ſuch 
by , without ſome f1gnal evidence of his 
wrath againſt the ſame before the world. 

V. We know that carnal confidence hath a cur- 
ſe ever waiting upon it in the $.77prure, which 
none can keel, or make that thrive which 
God hath himſelf curſed; and it is too viſible 
how far we have gone thus out of the wry of 
our ſtrenth , .by ſuch cager ſceking human 
props, & ſupport, as we have fort! the gre 
of our youth , and convenant of our Ta and 


' what great things he hath formerly done in 


the orcaeſt traits of his Church , when the= 
re was much humble 7x fling 5 with I:ttle 
ſence; as though the ſpirir of the Lord, had 
not done more torecoverhis truth, Sa 
numan might or power, Ever cou doe. 
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FECTION It 


Qu. ar talent, are we ſtill accoun- 


table for to ſupport our faith 

againſt the greateſt fears of this time, from 
theſe immediate appearences of God, and of the 
glory of his power , for the ſame rruth and cau- 
ſe ot the Reformed Church, we are now cal- 
led to contend for , which hath been ſince 
the reformation when ſo ſtrong & unuſual a 
tyde, now is againſt the ſame? | | 

ANs w. Ifmenshut not their eyes, and 

hide this great talent of the workes of God , un- 
der the ground , 1ts ſure none can queſtion 
ſucha ſeal, which before theſun, to the a- 
mazment and conviction of the world , hath 
been put to the truth of the Reformed Reli- 
70; that we are now {1{ted under ſuch a call, 
as the Church of 1ſrael was , Deut. 4: 34. 
| to ask of the times, that are pat, ſince [/- 
raels coming out of Egypt, and ince the 
firſt planting of the Gentil Church, by the 
Goſpel, whither there hath been ſo great a thing 
as thisin the earth, that God hath eſſayed to ta- 
ketohimſelf a people from ; he midſ# of other na- 
tions, by temptations, by ſigns, and by 2v0n- 
ders, and bywar, and by a mighty hand, and 
by anonſtretched arm, and by great terrours , 
according to all that the Lord our God hath 
| done 
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done forthe reſcue ofhis people, in theſe /aſ} 
times, from Antichriſtian bondage and dark- 
neſſe; and ſettling them in a church ſtate; 
but unto #5 was this chewed , that we mipht 


* knows that the Lord he is God, and there is 


none elſe beſide him: yeaare ſtill called to ſee, 
and be as eye witneſſes to theſe things; I. How 
bright a day ot the Goſpel of Chriſt, did goe 
before this great darkreſſe on the Church , 
and whata ſolemne rr:umph in theſe late ages 
the ?ruth hath had over Antichriſt, ſoasthe 


 fu//ffrock and ruine of his kingdome, which 


is ſure and eſtablished inthe promiſe of God, 


ſeems not now more marvelous and above 


human appearence, then what we have ſeen, 
in the begun degrees of its accomplishmenr. 
I IT. Inhow few years alſo, there was, as a 
new Chriſtian world brought forth , in that 
ſwift courſe and progrefſe which the inga- 
thering ofthe Reformed Churches had ſo as 
between the year 1621, and 1560. ſuch fa= 
mous plantations of the Goſpel, were ſetled 
ina Church ſtate; which all may ſee was the 
immediate worke and power of God ; to 
chew that none should fear, or fapper at 
his promiſe , though the waters yet ſwell, and 
come to the flowings of Fordan, and difhcul- 
ties appear unſuperable to human ſenſe, at- 
ter this great things which the Lord hath do- 


ne, III. How extraordinare acalling , and 
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excitment of in/truments , was then evident, 
for the ſervice of thattime, and reapers thus 
eminently prepared for ſo greatan harveſt of 
the Goſpel, as might put the world co inqui- 
re whence theſe were, in ſo numerous a con- 
currence, whenafew of ſuch a ſpirit, we- 
re ſorarcly to be found in many ages before, 
IV. Yeafſuchanacceſſion alſo , of ſpiritual 
gifts, and inciuments then for buildrng of the 
Church, as had not been formerly known, 
ſince the firſt coming of the Goſpel to the 
Gentils ; whercin it may be ſaid, the glo- 
ry of theſe laſt rimes hath even in ſome degree 
excceded that of the firſfk, V. And can the 
moſt diſmal things of this time, countervail 
the confirmations of our faith , who have fo 
clearly ſecn, with the firſt breaking up of 
the pur dotrineof Chriſt, the power and life 
of Chriſtianity came therwith to the world, 
as a ſeal, and atteſtation therto , beyond 
any mracles; yea how innumberable a com- 
pany, in theſe laſt ages of different tongues 
and languages, and theſe ſo remotfrom one 
another, did not only receive the ſame truth, 
but with ſuch reſalution adventure their 
ſouls theron, as might fully witneſſe, they 
had another proſpect of Chriſtianity, and to 
bein ſome other manner ravished with the 
glory & beuty of the ſame , then is now 1n 


theſetimes. V1. Thatſuch high ſpring 1y- 
des F 
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des of the power, and wy of the Goſpel, 
might be evident to all , after ſo ſad a re- 
ſtraint had been for ſo many ages before, un- 
der Antichrijtian darkneſſe ; for whatever 
was then as a private ſeall , onthe ſpirit of 
Chriſtians whilſt the witneſſes did propheſy in 
ſack-cloth, yet was there no ſuch evidence 
and demonſtration of the H. Ghoſt , or apavblick 
confirmatory ſeal to the truth , as was atrer 
the Reformation. VII. Yea was it nor the 
moſt ſober, ſerious, and inquiſitive part of 
men, upon a ſure tryal of the grounds of 
their faith , who did moſt firmly imbrace 
the ſame ; and how many of theſe alſo were 
of the greateſt parts and abilities, whom 
none could judge to adventure ſo far herein, 
without the higheſt aſſurances, that this was 
their undoubted intereſt and upmaking. 
VIII. Wehaveſeennotonly theſe of mean 
and loweſtate, but ſuch of the higheſ# place 


| and quality , molt chearfully adventuring 


whatever 1ntereſt could be deareſt to them, 
in the earth for the truths ſake; yea was ever 
found , how ſuch as were molt acquaint, 
with the reformed religion in its power, and 
living up in their practiſe, to what they pro- 
feſt thereof, were theſe who with the grea- 
teſt aſſurance, have moſt reſolury ſtill adhe- 
red thereto. IX, We have ſeen alſo, its 
moſt remarkable ſpreading in the world, 
F 4 when 
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when there could be no poſlible pretence of 
a lucrative intereſt, or external motives for 
the ſame. X. Wehave ſeen ſomething not 
only extraordinare, buteven miraculous in 
the joy, and reſolution of innumberable mar- 
tyrs fince the Reformation who did bear out 
with a more then human ſtrenth, againſt a 
cruelty ſo viſibly inhuman, and ſavage; yea 
which did in ſome degrees exceed that mea- 
ſure of the Heathens, inthe Primitive times, 
as being againſt a greater light then theirs, 
TI. And have we not ſeen of what ſpirit, 
ſuch ſtill have been ſince the Reformation, 
who were the moſt notour inſtruments in 
the Churches perſecution, and how viſibly 
ſuch did act herein, under ſo impetuous an 
incitment of the Devil, that as Tertulben, in 
his Apollogy ſpeaks of Nero, the truth might 
boaſt in having ſuch adverſaries. XTI. It 
1s ſure we have ſeen, how no human power, 
could yet ever undoethis bleſſed intereſt of 
the Reformedreligion, tho no way, or chan- 
ge of weapons, hath been left untryed ; but 
we have thus ſeen, whither ſo ſtrong, and 
unite a confederacy, as the Catholich league 
in France didat laſt reſolve, and, not only 
in the ruine of the greateſt aCters and contri- 
vers therein, butto a further eſtablishing of 
the Reformed Church there , as though ſuch 
had intentionally acted for the ſame ; when 
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if ſecond cauſes had brought forth their ordi- 
nare effects, it mighthave been judged im« 
poſliblero fail. XIII. Wehaveſeen that 
iſſue of the whole councels, expenſe and 
cruelty of P:»:lip the IT. of Spain , to bear 
down the truth of the Goipel in the Nether= 
lands, which was to the furtheſt ſerling of 
this :/u;7rious ſtate and the Cymurch of Chriit 
therez yea how their conſpicuous riſe and 


I flowrichingeven inthe exrernals, and their 


reſolute adherence to the truth of Chriſt did 
moſt viſibly keep together. XIV. We 
know that deludge of blood, which ſo quick- 
ly followed the French maſſacre ; and the 
moſt diſmal time which ever that ation 
know, did then viſibly contemporate, with 
ſucha time of their greateſt rage and perſe- 
cution againſt the truth, and thatevent of 
the third vial moſt clearly fulfilled herein, 
Revel. 16: 5,6. Toon art richteous, oLord, 
which art , and was, and 5i:all be, becauſe 
thou haFt juiged t:, for they have shed the 
blood of thy ſaints and prophets, an thou haſt 
given them blood to arink in great meaſure. 
XV. Yea have we not ſeen how foxr Kings 
of France ſucceſſively were in leſle then 30. 
years, taken away, inthe ſame continued 
purſuit , how to deſtroy the Church there, 
in whom that whole race of the Yalois was 


thus extin&t x yea in the manner of their 
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death , were moſt remarkable monumenty 
of divine judgement, as the moſt famous 
writers of that time doesatteſt. X VT. We 
have ſeen whar m:irvelous effe&s did follow 
theſe bloody years of Queen Mary's reign in 
England, to promot and commend the 
Proteſtant doctrine to mens conſciences 
there, with ſo great a triumph ir had in the 
ſufferings of ſuch choiſe and excellent wit- 
neflſes for Chriſt, as hath brought in more 
rent tothe praiſe and glory of their bleſſed | 
head, then may to the furtheſt compenſe all 
that blood of the Saints there, though high» 
ly precious in teeyes of the Lord. XVI:. We 
| have ſeen likewoyes the blood and cruelty, 
of late againſ{t the Proteſtants i Bohemia, 
in a short time moſt obſervably returned 
on the authors thereof, and how the im- 
mediate finger of God might be ſeen in cal- 
ling forth the Swedes to avenge the ſame, 
and in that deſolating ſtrock which followed 
on Germany. XVIII. We have ſeen in theſe 
late times the iſſue of that horrid zaſſacre on 
the Proteſtunts in Ireland, to the utter ruine 
in a very tew yearsafter , of that barbarous 
party, who had thus acted herein. XIXN. 
We have ſeen what wonderful providences 
did attend the aCtings of that poor handful 
of Proteſtants in the Valleys of Piemont ſince 
the Reformation , upon the account of that 


bloody 
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Hoody maſſacre which was ſeton foot there 


againſt them , which was ſo aſtonishing as 
all might ſee an extraordinare appearence of 
the Lord herein , as is clearly atteſted by 
the moſt faithful Hiſtories of thar time, 
XX. And can it be forgot unto this day, 
how viſibly a divine hand did appear in brea- 
king that great Sparisch Armado, inthe year 
1588, which had been for ſome years in con= 
triving againſt England. NXI. As it was 
aſtonishing , and ſpecially demonſtrative 
of the immediate power and preſence of 
God, it should be matter of wonder and 
praiſe alſo forafter ages, that ſolemne time 
of the Reformation of the Church in Scotland, 
for planting the reformed Religion there; with 
that zeal and onneſle of ſpirit, as did then 
appear in all ranks to imbrace and adhere to 
the profeſſion thereof, amidſt the greateſt 


threatnings of their adverſaries; ſoas a few 


gears did bring forth that, which would have 


ſeemed ſtrang foran ageto accomplish ; yea 
that we find bctwixt the laſt Martyr for the 
truth there, who was burnt at Sr. Andrews 
1558. and theeſtablishmenr of the Proteſtant 
Religion , and full abolischment of Popery, 
with the full concurrence of civil authorit 

herein, in Faly 1560. was but little above 
two years ; to shew what great things the 
Lord candoe, above all human councel or 
CON=» 
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confidence; XX IT. Its ſure we have fee? 
in what remarkable degrees theſe laff.vials 
of the holy judgment of God, hath taken 
place on the Kingdome of Antichriſt, and 
how conſpicuous the event hath been of that 
prophecy , 2 Tieſſal. 2: 8. in theſe great ef- 
fects and conſumprion thereof by the mini- 
ſtry of the Goſpel, as an aſſured pledge of 
the full accomplishment of what remains 
herein, XXITIT. Andasevery ſtep of the 
Churches riſe, hath been ſtill advanced in a 
continued conflict betwixt the truth and 
Antichriſt , ſo have we ſtill ſeen, when the 
aſſault and oppoſition hath been greateſt , its 
moſt remarkable tendancy to a greater vic- 
tory ; which were it rightly conſidered upon 
clear and ſolid grounds from the Scripture, 
the moſt formidable appearences of trou- 
ble from this adverſary should with more 
comfort then fear this day be looked on; ſo 
that whatever be the neareſt and moſt imme- 
diate events, yet is it ſure, as the Lord is 
true, Whoſe word is paſſed hereon , that 
whoſoever gives their power and ſtrength 
to ſupport that intereſt of Amntichris# Shall 
loſe the day and find their cauſe deſperate, 
for the party with whom they contend here- 
In 1s the Son of God, againſt whom no hu- 
man power $hall ever be able to ſtand. 
Theſe are but a few, which arc here men- 

tioned, 
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half of his Truth, to be ſtill as preſent in 
our ſight, ina time when the ſpirits of ma- 
ny are ready to ſtagger and faint; and here 
mentioned, to lay no ſtrefſe or weight of 
the authoriry of the truth and doctrine of our 
profeſſion thereon, but on the alone reve- 
lation of the Scripture ; but that they are ſuch 
an undenyable ſeal for confirming our faith, 
and of ſo known, pablick and famous evi- 
dence, asShould be no leſſe conſidered and 
taken to heart now, then in the time when 
the Lord thus appeared herein. 


SECHTION.LIH0 


Qu. Hat preſent judgment are we 
called to have of thisrime, upon 
clearand aſſured grounds from the Scripture; 
that we may know under what a/þe&# therof, 
the preſent fare of Religion and of the refor- 
med Charches is under , when fo great acri- 
ſis is this day, as would ſeemto be in the 
very @xpn of its conflict , whither as to life 
or death ? 
Answ. Tt is no preſent appearences of 
the time muſt direct our faith, -norshould 
we either ſtreath our fears or expeQations of 


things and events, beyond what the God 


of truth doth warrand in his word, but its 


clears 
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clear, if we credite the ſame, and admitt 
the divinity of the New Teſtament , there is 
no juſt caule of heſitation or darkneſle as to 
what the Lord is bringing forth for his 
Church now in theſe latter dayes; nor can 
there be any pretence , to ſeck an other 
light , either from the ſtars above, or the 
diviners of this time, when ſo woful a trade 
hath got up in the world, that men will thus 
goe to the God of E\ron,as though there were 
| nota Godin [/rael, or ſuch a thing, as his 
written Oracles to inquireat, when its ſure 
theſely open, and with a clear and diſtin& 
ſound ſpeaks to all who have a ſerious and 
unprejudged ſpirit. I. That the Church un- 
der the New Teſtament hath now paſſed and 
gone through that moſt diſmal and conti- 
nued 7ryal herein, which was to goe over , 
her head under Antichriſts reigne and hight; 
and whatever appearence he now hath in 
great wrath, yet 1s it ſureand evident that 
the winter is paſ# and the Churches ſpring be- 
gun; and a few ſteps further of that judg= 
ment which is now haſtning on , willatlenth 
end the quarrel; fo that by a near converſe 
with the word, we may clearly ſee from what 
point the Churches courſe and motion this day 
lyes, and how exactly it keeps, in the certain- 
ty thereof, by that clear condudt of the Serip- 
tures of truth, where afull map of her whole 

courſe 
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courſe and paſſage through time is clearly 


chewed. II. That we may now with ſome 
clear evidence judge , and have our faith 
perſwaded hereof, that the Chxrches intereſt 
isupon the riſinghand, and on a preſent ad- 
yance , though nothing would ſeem more 
contradictory then all viſible grounds now 
are; ſince this cannot fail, Fohn. 3: 30. that 
feſus Chriſt in his kingdom in the earth /# 
increaje ; yea that the Scripture ſo clearly 
points forth Anr:chriſts ruine and progreſle 
of his fall and douncaſting, with reſemblan- ' 
ce to that great judgment on Pharaoh as an 
evident rype hereof ; in the ſame judicial 
ſtrocks oj zndaration, on both, andgradual 
progrefſe herein by onc plagaeatter another, 
until the laſt and greateſt aſſault, aswas then 
at the Red-ſea, hith the fame effect for a 
more glorious appearence of God , in the 
greateſt ſtep of judgment, and victory over 
this adverſary , when not only the ſong of 
Moſes but of the Lamb alſo shall be then ſung, 
Rev. 15: 3. as importing ſomething more 
glorious and a greater brightneſle to be put 
on this iUluſtrions aft of divine judgment , re= 
ſerved to theſe laſt times, when a more im= 
mediate appearence of the Lord will be ſeen, 
then inany former deliveries of his Church, 
ITL. It is no conjectural thing , but what by a 


clear Scripture conduct we may lee, that this 


ume 
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time of the Church now under ſo notable 3 
Crifis inher caſe, is evidently falling under 
thatremarkable aſſault and conflict, with that 
adverſary , before the accomplishing of 
that vial on hes ſeat and throne , as we may 
ſee Revel. 17: 13,14. that when ſo conſpi- 
cuous a ſtep of the Churches viFory 15 near; 
the oppoſition thereto alſo will be in ſome 
higher degree proportionable to the ſame, 
when the great men of the earth, and ſuch 
who Shall receive power as Kings , one hower | 
* withthebeaſt, $hal! have one mind and give 
their power anc ſbrength thereto, and shall make 
war with tie Lamb , but the Lamb shall over- 

come them, for he is King of Kings and Lordof | 
Lords, &c. Nor 1s it found through the 
Scripture where any great thing , the Lord 
hath done for his Church, but ſome unu» 
ſual darkreſſe , and ſore wreſtlings hath {till 
gone before, and should be no matter of 
ſtaggering to our faith, whatever be of pre- 
ſent fears, to ſee ſo diſmal a time of tryal 45 
now 15,and amazing hight of trouble beyond 
what former times have known, when one 
of the greateſt events of providence in behalf 
of the Church, ſince the revcaling.of Chri# 
to the world, until his ſecond coming , is al- 
ſuredly near in the fall and overthrow of the 
an of fin. TV. We have clear ground 
alſoto judge, that ſo greatan eclipſe as ſeems 


allmoſt 


allmoſt univerſally over the ſtate of the Re« 
formed Churches, is no goeing down of the 
ſun theron , whatever did befal! the moſt 
famous eaſtern Churches to an utter dilhpa- 
tion thereof; if theſe diffcrent periodes of 
time bejuſtly conſidered , how their /un-/er 
did then fall in with the enrry of thar great 
Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church and with 
that long and- diſmall night of Anrichriſts 
reign; whilſt now this hower of tryal on the 
Churches, doth meet in that bleſſed period 
of Antichriſts begun fall , and of a growing 
light of the Goſpel, and when the Scriprure 


 foclearly warrands our faith herein, that the 


worke of providence is to plant, and not cut? 
of , but to bring forward that intereſt of the 
Reformed Charches, inthe founding of which 
the Mediator hath ſo emincntly appeared in 
the glory of his power in theſe la times. 
V. Itis fure me now livein the evening, and 
extremity of time , when the motions of 
providence may be expected to be more 
quick and ſpeady, as being ſo near the cen- 
ter, and tothelaſt Epecha, and period of all 
prophetic: Chronology; wherein the glory of 
God in his truth and faithfulnefſe shall moſt 
eminenrly shine forth, and theſe Scripture 
truths which were formerly dark & abſtruſe, 
with that evidence $shine forth in theevent, 


| as$hall cauſe men to wonder at their former 
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thoughts and ſtumblings thereat. And here 
I muſt ſay, that thereis ſuch a ſight now 
in the earth, as the Romich Charch , in its 
complex frame and ſtate , in fo different a 
mould caſt from any power or juriſdiction 
elſe, andſuch a compound of a civil, and 
. Spiritual Monarchy in oneand the ſame per- 
ſon, is ſo ſolemn and undenyable a- ſeal to 
the Chriſtian faith, and divinity of the New 
Teſament ; that its ſtrang why this is not im- 
proven more, againſt the Atheiſm of this ti- - 
me, thatſucha viſible event of the Scriptu- 
reisnow n being, which was ſo clearly tor- 
told by the Huly Ghoſt 1500. years ago , 
with its proper circumſtances, as to the 
manner of that Antichriſtian ſtate, with its 
riſe, grouth, & duration, as is to admiration 
ſtil evident to the world, when not the leaſt 
Shaddow or. appearence of ſo ſtrang future 
emergencies was to be ſeen or could have en- 
tred in mens thoughts; toshew it only could 
be revealed to the Church by him, to whom 
all his worksare known from the beginning. 
This | have looked on, as ſuch a confirmation 
to the truth of Chriſtianity, that no mira- 
cles in the firſt times of the Church could 
have more evidence for the ſame; yea if ſuch 
a party were notin being, both what it now 
is5and in former apes hath becn, it mightin 
another manner ſtagger the faith of the } 
Saints, 
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Saints, to a queſtioning the truth of the 
Scripture, then its moſt formidable appea- 
rence this day can doe. V I. Ishall but add 
here, that we know and are ſure the Lord 
hath reſerved his greateſt works to theſe lat- 


| ter dayes, wherein his judgments $hall be 


manifeſt; and that one of the moſt eminenr 
manifeſtations of his glory before the cloſe 
of time sha] be conſpicuous in the fallof An- 
tichriſf , on whoſe ruines that glorious hous 
which Chriſt is yet to have for himſelf both 
of Fews and Gemtiles, shall be prepared and 
built up ; and though this great eclpſe of An- 
tichriſtian darkneſſe , $hould yet more pre- 
vail, even over the viſible profeſſion of the 
truth inthe Churches of Britain, and Ireland, 
there 1s no cauſe to be {taggered in the faith 
of Romes fatal period , being near, but to 
look hereon according to the Scripture as 
the Vltimus Conatis of that wounded adve r- 
fary , which will be found in the iſſue ro have 
the moſt immediate connexion with his 
greateſt downfall, and the reviving glory of 
the Charch ; for ſtrong is the Lord God who 
judgeth her, 


SEC LION I 


Qu. W Hat is ſpecially called for , in 


this day, of ſuch as arc accoun- 
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table for ſo great a talent of light, and confir. 
mations to our faith ? 

Answ. If this were ſuitably taken to 
heart, we could not bur reckon our ſelves 
un:er the greatcſt excitment and call, to 
ſuch an 1mprovment hereot. 

I. That we account it not enough to haye 
a faith, for quieting our own ſpirits, but 
how ro confirme others, by putting to our ſeal | 
that Gods true, inthe greataſſurances of his | 
word , and to ſandify him beforethe world, 
winch is ſo important a duty, as the Lord 
was wroth even with a Moſes, and Aaronfor 
one short-coming, when he called for the 
ſame, Nuamb.20: 12, andits ſurein no time 
was ſuch a ſpecial truft more repoſed the- 
reon, then in thisage, both asa publick debt 
on the Church,& perſonal on each Chriſtian, 
how to witneſſe-for the Lord , upon that 
great intereſt of his faithfulneſſe and for 
tranſmitting the ſame, to theages to come, 
by a confirmatory ſeal, and teſtimony ther- 
tO. 

IT. Toreckon our felves alſo under ſome 
more then ordinare -al/this day, each in their 
preſent capacity and ſtation , how to appear 
for the credite of the truth, and femm lo | 
viſible and impetuousa tyde, as is now run- 
ning of diſfruf, and of adiſcreditable faint ; 


for it may be ſaid, never was the Charch un- 
der 


der the New Teſtament ſo remarkably ſiſted 
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under ſuchatrial, as that wherein the Lord 
did prove the Church of 1/racl, Numb. 14. or 
had a more evident reſemblance therto, in 
the ſame circumſtances as in this day, if they 


| were ſeriouſly pondered ; as I how in the ſas 


me manner , ſuchata}ſe & evil report is too 
viſibly raiſed upon the bleſt ways of the 
Lord, to diſcourage and faint the ſpirits of 
his people, as was then by the ſpyes , that 
there were inſuperable difficulties in'the way 
of the promiſe, by reaſon of the Anakims, 
and of their walled cities, and did thusop- 
poſe the credite of ſexe, to all theſe aſſuran- 
ces which God had givento their faith. T1. That 
this highly dishonourable faint and d:ffruft 
did ſo ſeaſe on that people, as was like to 
reſolve ina viſible revolt, and to cry for a lea- 
der to goe bach to Egypt again ; which amongſt 
too many in this time may be juſtly feared. 
I TI. Thatthis was after (uch exrraordinare 
confirmations which the Lord had given to 
the faith of his Church then, who had by his 
own immediate and outſtretched hand ſo 
latly brought them out of the houſe of bonda- 
ge, and from the iron furnace in Egypt , as ren- 
dred their misbeliefe to be a guilt under ſuch 
aggravations, as the holy Goddid in that 
manner plead, wer/. 22. Theſe tentimes have 
they tempted me, who have ſeen my glory , and 
* G 3 my 
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my miracles , which I did in the wilderneſſe, 
&c. 1 V: But herein we hope, and are con- 
fidently ſure of a bleſſed diſparity in this re. 
ſemblance, as to the »#mberouſneſſe of ſuch, 
who $hall be found of the Reformed Churches, 
to a&t ſomething of that part, which theſe 
heroick witneſſes a Caleb & Foshua did & were 
then put to ſtand alone therein, who through 
grat Shall yet appear with ſome meaſure of 
that ſpirit, and withſtand ſo high a tyde of 
fears, diſcouragment and misbeliefe as is 
this day, and thus to plead againſt the ſame 
as theſe did, Nam. 14: 9. if the Lord delight | 
inus, thenletusnotrebel againſt him , nei- 
ther fear the greateſt dithculties can be in the 
way &c. V. And is not the ſame precedent of 
providence,of ſo fingularareſpe&as theLord 
did then teſtify to his Caleb and 7ochna (who 
were of another ſpirit in following him fully, 
in that day)a continued aſſurancegforall who 
Shall be hcIped to any honourable appearence 
of this kind, by making them ſee, and inherit 
 thetruthofhis promiſe; yeathat ſuch a reſi- 
duc who outlives this great and amazing 
ſtorme shal have ſomething of that teſtimony 
to bear alſo which Caleb gave Fosh. 14: 8,10. 
My brethren hich went up with me made the 
heart of the people faint, but I fully followed 
the Lord my God, and now behold the Lord 
bath keeped me alive, &c. o blefled they whoſe 
ſouls 
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fouls areraiſed with that holy zeal for the 


truth to ſtand up in this great breach, by a 
reſolute profeſſion of their faith, and wit- 
neſſe to the faithfulneſſe of God, as ſuch 
oreatand extraordinar confirmations, given 
thertho, now calls for. 

ITI. Itis one of the ſpecial duties of this 
day we ſtand alſo accomprtable for, how to 
ſtemm this high and growing ryde of preju- 
dice, andreproach againſt the Reformed Reli- 
gion which in ſome unuſual way isnow aloft; 
and by manifeſtation of the truth to gain 
ſome more awtfull regard herof on mens con= 
ſcience, that they may ſee ſomthing ofthe 
glory of our profeſſion, and in what maner it 
maintains its conqueſt as no way elſe can poſ- 
{ibly claim; I. Which reckons none elſeto 
be the true and genuine profeſſours hereof, 
who imbrace not the ſame upon evidence, 
and with reſpect to its intrnfick excellency and 
worth; nor does judge the intereſt of reli- 
gion to goe by number, and poll, where 
this is wanting; bur to purſue that' end to 
have men ingadged firſt zo be Chriſtians, that 
they may be true and ſincere Proreſtants; and 
therfor can admitt no ſuch methods of any 
baſe compliance with the humour and in- 
tereſts of men , which its principles will not 
bear. IT. Which in. its courſe 1s ever 
regulare and certain, according to thatrule 
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of an uncheangable andeternal truth, without 
dependance on the will of man herein, or 
any mutable revolutions of the time. IT, 
Which doth with the greateſt luſtre $hine 
forth in the brignteſt /;ght, and is maintained 
by the cleareſt knowledge ; yea by the furtheſt 
plainefſe, and openneſſe of heart, towards 
all, commends it ſelf; ſo that the world may 
ſce, iteſpouſeth not mens affe:#ion, before 
itgain on their conſcience; and to have their 
judgment fixed on a judicious tryal , before 
their reſolution; nor accounts the truth 
of religion, canever ſubliit by an external 
shew and profeſſion , without is known 
evidenceand the efficacy therof on mens ſoul, 
I'V. Which fincerly follows the Carholick 
intereſt of Chriſtianitie and publick good of 
mankind, inpromotting the great ends of the 
Goſpel, ſoas the world may ſee its higheſt in- 
tent 1s to exalt all divine inſtitutions, and ad- 
vance the ſimplicity, and ſpirituality of 
Goſpel admmiſtrations , (according to the 
revealed r/e) amonghſt men, as that which 
doth moſt nearly conceirn the witals of reli- 

ionand ane mward life of communion with 
God. V. Which pleads an tmpartal tryal 
of al its adverſaries, whither the principles 
of our profeſſion or of Popery, gives the grea- 
teſt ſecurity to Civil Government, & founds 


the ſtrongeſt obligations to Magifracy and 
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to all Civil, and Coral daties, by which 


the awe and venerable eſteem of religion is 
keptupinanation. Ttis high time that men 
should ceaſe to be implicit upon this greateſt 
intereſt they have within time, which is the 
truth of their profeſſion in the matter of re- 
ligion, when a deceit or miſtake here is of 
an eternal conceirn: upon which account 
withoutreſpe&tointereſt, party , or edus» 
cation, Thave this day ſought to know the 
truth, and what adverſaries could poſſibly 
pretend , to reproach , or prejudge any 
at the Reformed Religion, which can only 
amount, to charge mens corruption and of-= 
fences in their practiſe, upon the rule and. 
principles of their profeſſion, that can never 
give the leaſt latitzde, or connivance therto, 
but 1s clear as the ſun; when on the other 
hand T'could know no other wayy to 1Mm- 
brace ſuch a profeſſion, as Popery, but by 
turning Atheif, inthefirſt place, and quite 
both religion and reaſonat once : but may ſay, 
in a reſolute adherence to the doctrine of the 
Reformed Church , I fear not to adventure my 
foul, andenteria to an eternal ſtate. 
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| (1.) 

AN IDEA, 

Of the confirm'd ſlate of a Chriſtian m 
diſmall and shaking times. 


6 Ho the fame meaſure of Chriſtians 
 eftablishment in the truth be not 
alike to all , but muſt have re- 
ſpect to the different rrialls, ta- 
lent , & improvements of ſuch for 
this end ; yet may 1t be cauſe of aſtoniſhment, 
| how rare any ſtudy of this kinde is now to be 
5 Found, when its not only one of the higheſt 
concerns of Chriſtianity , but in a more then or- 

JF dinary way called for , as the work of this day 

ns F yea, that this is a part of religion , which ſeemes 
leſt improven of 2ny , for the more gene- 
mall late of profeſſours within the Church ; un- 
't. | der ſome conviction hereof , was this effay de- 
n, | igned , where with humble confidence (I may 
% | ay) the truth hath been ſought with that ſeri- 
ous enquiry into the nature of theſe things held 

nd F forth, as I judged needfull for ſuch, who have 
"* { ogreat ane intereſt & venture not only through 
time , but for all eternity , to ſupport upon the 
alone certainty hereof, & er theſe dayes of 
of | triall, which we now ſee, paſſe over this genera- 
in | toy , it may be found this was not unſeaſona- 
9 | ble, or without cauſe dicefted to ſuch a _ 
q- A 1 


2, 

if the Lord graciouſly bleſſe the ſame ; nor will 
it (1 hope) be found incongruous & without 
uſe to preſent yet further , in ſuch a method, 
& way of example , ſome cleare proſpect of 
a confirmed ſtate in religion, & what theſe oupht 
to be , who with light & aſſurance of minde 
would follow the Lord fully , in ſuch a day , as 
is here offered in a 7 fold Charafter , under 
which a truly confirmed Chriſtian in the truth of his 
profeſſion may be ſtated, | 

CHARACTER. I.T hat heis one zpho hath ane 
other ſence , & impreſſion of this great ſtudy fu 
attaining to a confirmed ſtate in religion , & 1s on 
higher grounds preſſed-to follow the ſame , then 
what moſt of the viſible Church ſeemes to appre- 
hend ; & ſhould be thus conſidred. 

1. As one to whom the glory of the Chriſt 
an profeſſion is in the higheſt degree deare , & 
to have the world ſee , that ſuch as embrace 
the ſame 8& does moſt fully adventure on the 
teſtimony of God in his word , are theſe alfo 
who walks on the higheſt principles of true, } 
& enlightned reaſon ; yea , who takes deeply 
to heart that obligation which 1s on all, who þ 
delires to advance the repure , & honor of the 
truth , to be in ſuch tearmes therewith upon 
its own evidence , as they may know how to 
ſerve a rational] conviction both on Atheiſts , 
& inſidels , if called thereunto. 

2, Who ſees alſo , how ſuch is the ſlate of 

| falle: 


- 


—z | 
fallen man , as ſtands in need of all the contr;- 
butions that 'can be , not only to ſtrengthen the 
Chriftians faith , and beare out againſt the ſtrong 
aſſaults of infidelity > but to gain alſo more cre- 
dit and veneration to the truth with theſe who 
are not eaſily delt with , but by ſuch meancs , 
as beares ſome congruity to their naturall light , 
and reaſon ; for which end the Lord hath af- 
foorded theſe miniſteriall helpes , to render the 
misbeleete of the world , or any pretenſe of he- 
fitation about his truth more fully incxcuſable, 

3. He thus ſees , how the moſt important, 
and fundzmentall truths of Chriſtianity , needs 


} the greateſt confirmation of his faith, & for theſe 


who enter in fo high & diſcriminating a profeſ- 
fion from the reſidue of the world , to know 
in what manner they embrace the ſame : yea 
that the naturall order of things does abſolutly re- 
_ to have the foundation {ure laid z on which 
o great a ſuperſtruture mult reſt , ſo as he 
judgeth it a work by its ſelfe, and to need ſome 
peculiar retiring his foul in the moſt ſerious re- 


cefſe > and compoſure thereof., to attain 4 
' Stedfaſlnes of his own in the truth, and to know 


the ſtrong and firm convoyances of that greateſt 
myſtery of the goſpell , in ſuch a manner , as 
needes no paund of a miracle to confirm the 
ſame. Bur he knowes here that no ſharpneſs of 
mens naturall underſtanding about the truth can 


_ ever attain a true reſt > and ſettlement of minde 


A 2 there- 


4.) 
therein » without a humble z and ſerious ſpirit 
ſtooping doune before the wiſedome of God , 
and to enter as little Children 1nto his Schoole; 
yea that by humble prafiice , and obedi- 
ence of the goſpell there is ane undoubted com- 
ming up to the greateſt aſſurance and cleareſt de- 
monſtrations of tbe ſame, as Joh, 7: 17. 

4. He knowes that as nothing tends more 
to ſhake mens ſpirits , and ſtagger them about 
the truth , then a l:zght and tranſient view hereof, 
ſo does the greateſt eſtablishment , follow on 
the neareſt approach by a deep and ſerious enqui- 
ry about the fame , and thus clearely ſees that 
if fuch who look but at 4 difiance on the way 
of religion > did but once come that length 
of triall , as to have their ſpirits ſeparat , by 
a more ſerious refletion thereon , the firſt view 
they ſhould have » could not but be matter of 
wonder , and amazement , to think what can 
determine and ſupport in ſo marvellous a way as 
the lite and pradtice of Chriſtianity which is fo 
viltbly above nature , and wherein they mull 
do violence to the ſame, where they mult part 
with the multitude , and oppoſe themſelves to || 
the ſtrongeſt tyde of exemple , and muſt endure | 
alſo in hope, and believe for things not ſeen , 
which were never the object of humane ſence, 
to any. 1n this earth , and are oft called to part 
with the moſt defireable things of ſence , upon 
the alone credit of their faith , yea > where || 


they 


UN 


5+) 

they muſt enter in that profeſſion , on no other 
zearmes , then to be martyrs for the ſame, and 
ſeall it with their blood ; ſo that he muſt needs 

ſee a Chriſtian according to the rule and in- 
flitution of the goſpell, to be the greateſt riddle , 
and wonder of any ſight within time 5 but when 
ſuch come more clofle and neareupon this rriall, 
and have once underſtood the nature and great- 
neſſe of that ſecurity which theſe have to adven- 
ture on , . yea what 1s the glory of their hope , 
and the ſure ſpring of their ſupplyes , for their 
work and trialls within time , then will this 


ſecond wonder unſpeakably exceed the firſt; how 


its poſſible thac ſuch are not of a more 7aiſed, 
and enlarged ſpirit , in the ſervice of the Gol- 
pell , in that ſhort ſeaſon they have here for 
it on the earth , and how their triall ſhould 
not be more to beare the joy of ſo great 4 pro- 
ſpe , and expectation, then any preſent grietes 
and troubles, yea how mens life who in- 
deed makes .carneſt of the Chriſtian profeſſion, 
is not in ſoine more continued tranſport of 74- 
vishment and wondering , to know that they are 


. ſurely made for an eternall ſtate in another world, 


and are among theſe on whom the glorious God 


| hath choiſed to have the exceeding riches of his 


race ſhewed forth in theſe regons of bleſſedneſs 
above for ever. 
5+ He hath another ſight and proſpect of the 


Chriſtian Creed , then moſt who give ane caſy 


A3 aſlcat 


UMI 


(6.) 
aſſent thereunto ; and harh his reaſon ſo dazeleq 
with the revelation of the goſpell and of the won- 
ders thereof as hath put him to ſuch ane exer- 
Ciſe as that 2 Chr, 6: 8, How to credit his eyes 
therewith , the more deep reflexion he hath 
upon the ſame, but will God in very deed 
dwell with men onthe earth ; and to. judge their 
caſe , who after ſome fluctuating ſuſpence , 
are admitt to ſee the truth of Chriſtianity, with | 
that certainty of its evidence , as the greatneſs of 
ſuch a diſcovery does require , may have ſome 
reſemblance to that tranſport which the Angells 
had ar the firſt being of the creation , where the 
morning ſtarres ſung together , and the Sonnes of 
God shonted for joy, to ſee themſelves thus, who 
were brought out of pure nothing , entered in- 
to that ineſtable light of ſeeing God , and of 
their own blefſedneſs in him , in fo»high a de- 
gree; ſo that he accounts it one of the higheſt 
attainements of religions for a Chriſtian indeed to 
believe the articles of his own faith, and have 
his ſoul thus as fully perſuaded , as of his be- 
ing , that ſuch a time afſuredly was , & now 
many ages ſince paſt , when the glorious Redee- 
mer of the Church, the ſecond perſon of the God head 
came doune from heaven and was revealed in our 
nature » that on him as ſurety to divine juſtice 
in the roome of the Ele Church , was the 
whole guilt, and fin thereof transferred , and 
in this maryellous way did the holy God take 


ſatis | 


(7.) 
ſatiefattion to himſelfe , by himſelfe ; that thus 
our nature is exalted, by the incarnation of Chriſt 
above the nature of Angels ; that the time 1s 
neare when the meaneſt afflicted Chriſtian, ſhall 
draw in no other aire , then the breathings of 
the higher Paradiſe above , and now hath ane 
eternity of joy , and bleſſednefſe before him ; 
that within a very little time he ſhall know this 


J welcome of our bleſt Redeemer to his followers 


here on the earth , come ye bleſſed of my father 
inherite the Kingdome, 8c, when he ſhall take 
oft the croſſe , and put on the crown , when 1t 
ſhall be then no more a matter of faith , but of 
ſence to be partakers of that inheritance with the 


| faints in light, and know theſe proper manſi- 


ons in that ſtate of glory and peculiar aſſignement 
thereunto which all the Redeemed ſhall then 
have > and be adjoyned in the ſame claſſe 
with the Ele Angels to be as pure flames of 
love , and joy , yea know what its to walk in 
theſe ſtreetes of the new Jeruſalem which are as 
gold tranſparent as Chriſtall , and what that mee- 
ting will be of his ſoul perfected , and in a tri- 


 umpbant ſtate with his glorifyed body , raiſed in- 


corruptible and never to part any more z and to 
bave his- proper ſhare of that bleſſed and great- 
eſt ſolemnity', that ſhall be celebrated in heaven 
of the marriage ſupper of the lamb , with the 


whole triumphant Church , and heare that ho- 


nourable account which the great judge will then 
| A 4 make 


(8.) 

make of theſe trials of his faith, and ſharp con- 
flits which he had gone through within time, 
with that ſolemn teſtimony of approbation which 
will be given thereof , and ſince 1ts ſure theſe F 
great things muſt be a part of the Chriſtian faith, 
can it be ſtrange, that ſuch, as would in that 
mnanner converſe therewith (tho they be not 
yer ſeen ) as no lefſe undoubted realities then 
any preſent obje@s of ſenſe , be not eaſily fatis- 
fyed with a low degree of evidence and confir- 
mation of theit judgement ,: but that their joy who 
are ſure here ſhould be perfeRed fo far as this 
ſtate of mortality can beare, and thus find it ea- 
ſy to rejoyce , and glory in tribulation , and to Y 
weep now for a ſeaſon, who are to rejoyce far 
ever , yea to fay in the words of Mephibosheth , 
let them take 1t all, & enjoy the ſame, ſince 
he who is their life and exceeding joy , lives 
and- reignes , who is infinitly better to them 
then all theſe things. 

6, He accounts the ſtrengthning of his faith , 
to be ſuch a concern, not only as it is his ſoule; 
venture for all eternity , but as the higheſt way 
of gloryfying God here , that what ever tends to 
a raore full confirmation of the fame , he rec- 
kons alſo one of the greateſt additions to his joy 
and comfort within time ; and that theſe ma- 
nyfold aſiſtances with ſuch reduplicatien thereof 
which the Lord hath himſelfe given for this end, 
are ſuch as no fragments of ſuch a talent _ 

e 


LE cn - 

be loſt ; & tho he knowes the greateſt demon- 
ftrations of our faith can add nothing to the 
certainty of divine truth in it elfe ; yer arethey 


| thus given in regard of the ſtrong trials of a 


Chriſtians life , and of what their zveakneſſe 
ſtand in need of for ſupport. 

7. Its in this ſtudy , he ſees and takes to 
heart > how not only the condition of man 1n the 
earth , bur the profeſſion of Chriſt alſo calls for 
ſuch a reckoning, that he may have trialls in that 
manner diſpenſed , when no viſible refuge will 
be found in the leaſt to ſtand by. , but all hu- 
mane comfort and affiſtance wholly to ſuccumb; 


| as needes his laying ir ſuch ballaſt now in its 


ſeaſon , and to be founded thereon with that 
aſſurance of judgment , as is needfull for that 
day > when he muſt either get through in the 
alone way of beleeving , againſt ſence, or perishz 
and tho no ſuch attainments of light can beare 
out then without preſent and immediat influen- 
ces from above, and that it is ſure according to the 
day » ſo muſt the Chriſtian ſtrength be , yet does 
he ſee alſo , the want of ane eftabhſhed judge- 
ment , and of ſome proper ſtock laid up of 
aides, and aſſſtances this way forgainſt a ſharpe 
ſtorm, is like to make ſad work among the pro- 
feſcours of this age, er the trialls of ſuch a time 
have done their work. 

8, Heſees alſo how the greateſt conteſt , which 
is this day in the world , is betwixt God , and 
oy man y 


(10.) 

man » upon the truth and aſſurance of his word; 
and that the higheſt rriall, and probation of 4 
Chriſtian , in which all the trialls of their life 
does ftill meet , may be refolyed here , if 
they receive the teſtimony of God 1n his word as 
an abſolute ſecurity to rely on , yea or not , 
and tho this is the peculiar glory of the only 
true God » to have ane abſolute dependance of 
his whole work on himfelfe , and- to be' the 
alone center of his peoples reſt, yet may nothing 
be more evident, then that with moſt ;he bea- 
res that name , of being their truſt , when the 
whole burden and weight thereof lyes alone upon 
viſible grounds , ſo that thoſe bonds , and pro- 
miſes which he hath himſelfe given unto men 
does beate no more credit , then they have 
ſome externall- ſarety in the earth , which , they 
{till looke after , to ſtand. as. it were,gocd and 
Teſponſible for the ſame , which is the highelt indig- 
nity can be offered to the glorious Majelty of God, 

9. He does much take to heart this preſent 
period of time , wherein the fluctuating ſuſpence Y! 
and halting of ſo many under a viſible ' profeſi- 
on of the truth is now one of the moſt diſmall 
fignes hereof; & that it ſcemes to be the time, 
wherein the Lord will in ane unuſuall way take 
this generation off any implicit profeſſion of the 
ſame ; and when that great roll of viſible profeſ- 
fours 1n all the reformed Churches may be & 


long 1n that manner called, as each muſt anſwer 
{4 | 


of nature or by any created help ; and where 


(11.) / 
to bis own name , andpurt to ſtand to the proofe 
before the world , when no temporall interelt, 
but internall motives and certainty of the truth 
upon Its 'own evidence » . muſt beare out 3 yea 
that the moſt eſtablisht may er long finde it not 
eaſy to be keept from {taggering , and a few dayes 
come 1n the Churches way » more remarkable 
for trial then hath been 11 ſome ages before. - 
| CHARACT,. I. A traely confirmed Chriſtian z 


I may be thus alſo ſtated as one who is in the firſt 


place moſt: deeply taken up about that rare plot 
if mans redemption , and to ſee theſe great and 
wonderfull truths there , not ſingly , and apart, 
but 1n that harmony , order and conſent of. all_the 
parts thereof , as they, are linkt together in this 
marvellous frame , fo as to make the: whole' one: 
mtire peece.,' and where no part does in; the leaſt 
aterfere with an other , 'which he finds to 
be one of the moſt principall demonſtrations of 
his great myſtery of the Goſpell, thatthe Lord 
hath given for confirming his peoples faith ; and 
thus in another manner then formerly can now 
mtertain his ſoul herewith , .and have his joy 
nſpeakably hightned, x to ſee at once the ruined 
fate of fallen man , and what a floodgate of 
di evill is let looſe on that race, not only mo- 
ally in ſin > but what 1s penall in the! woe and. 
miſeryes thereof ; yea fuch a ſtate , where all 
hope of releefe is for ever cut oft in the way 


the 


(12.) 
the execution of a righteous ſentence on ſuch for 
the voluntare violation of a law , juſt, holy and 
equall , can be no impeachment in the leaſt 
of the righteouſneſs of God 5 But then therewith 
he does ſee ſuch a relecke brought to light as 
can not only anſwer the whole extent of this ruin, 
but the glory of God more eminently diſplayed ther. 
in, then if the law had been obeyed, or abſoly- 
zely execute in its penalty on the whole race of man, 

ea which makes this more wonderfull to ſee a 
higher diſpenſation of grace unto man now under 
the goſpell then was to Adam in his primitive ſtate; 
whereby innumerable Chriſtians are made to en- 
dure and prevail over ſtronger aſſaults then broke 
him even in his integrity , which is a conjuncti- 
on ſo maryellous that the great and infinit God 
only could finde out and efteuat, 2, He 
does now ſee how cleare a confiltence and har- 
mony is here, that he who had no fin by is- 
befion, but holy, harmles, and undefiled , ſhould 
be under the greateſt weight of ſin by imputation 
and by the exaCteſt rule of divine juſtice made 
lable to anſwer both the whole duty , and full 
penalty of the Law , having as ſarety betwixt the 
creditor & debter,put himſelfe in his peoples roome 
to anſwer the full demands thereof both for 
debt, aud duty. 3. It is here he does ſee that 
bleſt conſent and harmony betwixt the ſpot- 
les juſtice of God , and his marvellous grace , fo 
as his [oye is to the higheſt glorifyed , inthat mar- 
= yellous | 
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yellous way , as ſecures the full and compleat 
fatisfaction of his Law , and all the rights of ju- 
fice inviolable, 4. Whilſt ke is thus dazled with 
the greatnes of ſucha light , and put to enquire 
what ſuch a myſtery can mean ; he is then fur- 
der led on to ſee that rare plot and contrivance 
of the covenant of reconciliation between God and 
man , here within time to be the very dplicat , 
and counterpart of that eternall tranſaction and ſti- 
pulation between, the father and the ſon; and thus 
ſees what ever God hath declared and promiſed 
in the one to his Church , was farſt promiſed and 
ſecured to our bleſſed head in the covenant of Redemp- 
tion ; Wherein as with a reyerend and aw- 
fall diſtance , ſo with the greateſt evidence of 
light heis made to ſee here theſe reciprocal obli- 
gations betwixt them , and mutual truſt for ma- 
king good the whole tearmes thereof in the ap- 
poynted time. 5. He does alſo clearly ſee that 
rare order & harmony of time in thele ſignall periods 
of the revelation of this great myſtery of Chriſt 
which from 1ts more dark diſcovery and dawnin 
did {till more gloriouſly open its ſelfe to the Church 
by a graduall Light and unvailing of the ſamezas the 
Sunn its courſe unto the perfect day; yea hath his 
faith thus unſpeakeably confirmed to ſee herewith 
the goſpell Church being ſtill the ſame, whither 
of Jewes or Gentil's , and how that ſeries and con- 
ſent hath yer never been broken off ſince the be- 
ginning of one Church ſeparat from the _— 
s 
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| of mankinde ſet apart as a peculiar people for the 
Lord , wherenone ever had right and priviledgy 
to be members ofthe ſame , but by faith in the 
Meſſias, and profeſſion of their obedience to his 
Lawes. 6. Its in this union and harmony he ſees 
the whole branches and parts of goſpell obedience 
molt exactly meet , and ferminat, to advance 
both the greateſt excellency\and bleſſedneſs of man, 
and aſſimulat him to the bleſſed image of God , yea 
how all the rules and precepts there does {o entir- 
ly conſpire for this end as may conſtrain the 
world to ſee , and admire the glorious nature, | 
and perfedions of bim , whole lawes theſe are , 
wherein he does ſo brightly ſhine forth. 7. Nor 
can he looke ſeriouſly herein and not ſee that ſweet 
concord as a part ofthis harmony , which is betwixt 
the promiſſory, and mandatory part of the goſpell, 
fo - the Nis comfort 4 moſt fully Foes 
ſhed and no duty aboliſhed; but the very path rod 
to the muſt full enjoyments of the promiſe and 
proper way to attain reſt and tranquillity of ſpirit | 
mult be eyer hereby taking on the yoke of Chriſt, 
$8, Yea toconfirm this entire union and harmo- 
ny more fully he now ſees that exact and mar- 
vellous correſpondence which 1s betw1xt that ficlt 
fundamentall promiſe ol the Meſſias , and the event; 
berwixt the whole ancient figures and types of 
the leviticall ſervice and the revelation of Chriſt 
himſelfe , 1n which all theſe did meet as their 
proper center , and now have their full end and. 


Accoin- | 
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accomplichment. 9. His confirmation thus grows 


to {ee that wonderſul conſent of Chriſtianity » 


and native reſult hereof to put fallen man in a due 
poſtour towards God, towards his neighbour , and 


| bimſel/e, ſo as he may know by faith and adorati- 


on how to enjoy God, and his brother by love, and 
thus by patience » meeknes and humility to poſſeſſe 
his own ſoul, and enjoy himſelfe, 10, Yea itis 
in this rare and wonderfull frame he 1s made to ſee 
{and no fight can be like this ) that exact correſ- 
pondence which is betwixt the /oundation and ſu- 


| TO how the whole trad of the goſpell is 


ur one entire and compleat mean to glorify God,and 
reſtore fallen manto the higheſt bleſſednes,how that 
excellent ſtream of ſandification does flow from 
that fountain head of aneeternall decree herein , 
which does ſtill run under the ground,until it break 
4p at laſt in the heart of each Chriſtian, by the effe- 
GFuall call of the goſpell;and thus runs doune through 
time untill it loſe its ſelfe in that unconceiveable 
deep of perfeftion and glory, Thus is it that each 
Chriſtian might attain ſome higher degrees of con- 
firmation in his faith, then moſt ſeemes either to 


know orlooke after 1f he underſtood more how 


” 


to improve this rare. comparing work of Religion by 
ſetting the great truths and principles thereof 1n 
their order & dependance ſo as each may be ſeen, 
in its neceſſare coherence with other and under its 
proper aſped. 
But the more deep reflexion and m_ = 
at 
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hath herein , he is the more made to wonder and 
finds this one of the great aſſaultsto his faith ; that 
the revelation of the Chriſt , and redemption by his 
blood should have no greater effeds this day amongſt 
men , and that the Chriſtian world 1s not 1n ſome 
other manner awaked with the glory of this light, 
and preſt aftera larger ſpreading and diffuſion of 
this higheſt and aniverſall good to poore man- 
kinde 3 yea the more he conſiders thts 1t doth 
highten his amazement to think how mens de- 
figns in the matter of duty and ſervice for the 
Kingdome of Chriſt , can be ſo low within time, 
whoſe deſigns and hopes in the cloſe therof are fo 
bigh in the matter of enjoyment ; or take fo litle 
to heart , that the whole day of the diſpenſation 
of the Goſpell, amidſt the moſt diſmal trials may 
fall in therewith , is a continued time wherein we 
are called 70 keep the feaſt, and from one age to an- 
other celebrate the ſame, as a perpetuall Jubily 
of joy and exultation, ſince Chriſt our paſſover was 
ſacrificed for us; but oh how rare a thing ſeems 
this to be,and how litle of that flame and ferven- 
cy of loye to onr bleſſed Redeemer is now kindled on 
bis altar, that might be expected on ſuch won- 
derfull incements therto, and which once was 
inthe Church, 

CHARACT.III. Though a confirmedChriſti- 
an mult be ſpecially ſtated as ſuch, who knowes the 
internall part of religion, and ſealing work of theHoly 
Ghoſe on his own ſoul, which is not by words 


but -| 


neſſe of their enjoyment ſhould not more deeply 


SF - 

but things of the higheſt ws. ſubſtance , and vea- 
lity; yet 1s he herein not alone fatisfyed to know 
this by ſpirituall ſence , untill he can ſee the ſame 
with the furtheſt evidence of light alfo to his mind; 
and have no leſſea clear and judicioas tral of this 
great mylterie of experimentall religion, for con- 
firmation of his faith , then to be ſenſibly aftefted 
with the felt power therof, And in the firſt 
place why this is neceſlarly requiſite and called for , 
with reſpect to the confirmed ſtate of a Chriſtian , 
may be thus conſidered , on ſome few grounds. 

I, That the things of religion , which muſt 
be experienced within time , are ſuch ſublime 
and wonderfull myſteries , as may be juſt matter 
of aſtoniſhment z and make men a wonder *& 
themſelves , to think that theſe preſent pledges 
of ſo great a hope which is to come, are- no 
thaddows , no appearences of things , but moſt 
ſure and undoubted realities ; and that ſuch are 
this day 1n the earth who knowes ſo near a con- 
verſe withan inviſible God, and the ſupernaturall 
truths of his word , with the ſenſible fealing of 
that ineſtimable love of Chriſt, by this demonſtration 
of experience; yea who in ſuch diſmall times does 
aſſuredly know whar the joy of bis preſence, and 
an immediate fellowſhipe with their blefſed head 


18, upon the greateſt certainty of tryall ; fince 


theſe are fo high , and marvelous things, which 
exceed all naturall anderſtanding , as the felt ſiweet- 


take 
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take men up , then toſeetherruth, and ſureneſſe 
of theſe principles, wheron they found herein, 

2. Becauſe this teſtimony of the truth of ex- 
perimentall religion , ſhould be underſtood not 
only as its of higheſt uſe for Chriſtians perſonal 
comfort and eſtabliſhment , but with reſpec to 
the public, intereſt of the Church , as a ſpecial 
truſt repoſed -theron , to have the crediz of this 
greateſt teſtimony and ſeal, demonſtrably cleared, 
with the furtheſt ſtrength of harmonious, and ar- | 
gumentive reaſon » for ſuch who look but ata | 
diſtance yet theron , as may not only awake 
them to fome deeper ſenſe and impreffion here- þ 
of , but conſtrain them to ſee , how no natu- 
zall ſcience hath more clear , and firm demon- 
ſtrations,then the experimentall part of Chriſtiani- 
. ty, (which is the very life and ſoul thereof,) may 
have to mens 7eaſon, and judgement , tho they 
never knew it within .themſelves ; yea for this 
end ſhould ſuch, as have experienced the truth, 
and yertue of the Goſpell , reckon themſelves as 
witneſſes who are judicially ſiſted to put their ſeal 
therunto; & 1s now more called for in an age,when 
no particularetruth ſeems more ſtrongly impugn- 
ed, then the reality of experimental godlineſſe is, 
and become as a publick theam of derifion , tho 
men muſt either quite the whole revelation of 
the Scripture , or ſee this to be as efſentiall to 
the conſlitution of a Chriſtian , as vitall principles 
,Are to a living man, 
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3. Yea its fure herein , thatſuch as take re« 
ligion to heart > muſt needs look to be put 
to the greateſt tryal of its certainty, and ſhould moſt 


* nearly concern them to know if they can abide 


as firmly by their ſpiritual ſenſe as by that which 
& naturall , and doe thus know as ſurely in them- 
ſelves the operations and motions of a ſpirituall life, 
as that they have being by nature; and that here 


I is no doubtfull or abſtrat notions , but who 
W have had ſuch deep rryal! and reflexion on the 


fame as thele who dare venture their eternal ftate 


J on the known certainty theirofas theycould thence 


reaſon their ſoul to a ſtedfaſt adherence to the 
truth , if they were called to ſacrifice their lives 
therto, from what rare experiments, and proofs, 
they have oft had of the ſame in their own tryall, 
| 4+ It doth more ſpecially call for a demon» 
ſtrative cleating of the credit of this teſtimony, 
as one of the ſervices of religion , to promote 
the Kingdom of Chriſt amonghſt men , which 
feems leaſt improven of any with reſpeR to the 
general ftate of ſuch who are within .the Church 
who are ſo great ſtrangers to the ſame ; yea 
ſhould be judged one of the great wants of this 
day , when Atheiſm is now at ſo aſtoniſhing a 


 bight > that it is not mote ſtudied to have the 


experimentall part of religion , ( which in it ſelf 
lyes deep and hid, and is a ſecret betwixt God 
and the Chriſtians foul , ) with ſuch clearneſſe , 


{and by that manmer of evidence demonſtrat to 
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the world , as might tend to beget ſome more 
awfull ſenſe and conviction. hereof, ( when ſuch 
clear and unanſwerable grounds might be impro- 
ved for this end ) on theſe who look thereon 
as ſome ſtrang and dark riddle, ſo as they could 
no more deny or withſtand the evidences hereof, 
then that they have a living ſoul which yet they ne- 
yer "4 » or could eyer be the object of human 
ſenſe. And how ſad a proſpect ſhould this give of 
the greateſt part of the Chriſtian world, who not 
only know nothing of the true glory z and ſpi- 
rituall powers of Chriſtianity z but have not the very 
notion , or any ſenſe ofthe realicy of ſuch a thing, 
But in the 24d placeit is thus that. each Chris 
ſian, for being ſolidly confirmed in the way of re- 
ligion, may as clearly ſee , as he does ſenſibly 
feal, the truth of his own experience, and have 
his faith as fully eſtabliſhed by this inward and 
great demonſtration of the things of God, as his 
affeftions are quickned , upon ſuch ſtrong and de- 
monſtrative grounds of the certainty hereof , as 
theſe are. Eggs 
I. By conſidering , his preſent and former ſtate, 
that not in a dream , but in the moſt deep and 
ſerious compoſure of ſpirit, he knows how 
once be was blind and wholly eſtranged from this 
myſlterie of Chriſtian experience. , which now he 
does ſee ; and once had the ſame ſentiment here- 
of with ſuch who doe moſt deeply refle&t on 
the ſame, but no ſooner did the truth , and, 
| LE power 


ciouſly ever correſpond, 
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power of religion ſeaſe on his ſoul , then he found 
himſelf entered into a new world to know the 
dawnings of this marvelous light , and what be- 
longs to theſe injoyments , and vital afts of Chrif- 
tianity , that hath not the leaſt dependence on any 
naturall cauſe. 

2, By conlidering that marvelous ſuperſtructure 
of experimental religion , which from the inward 
obſervation of Chriſtians in all ages , is ſuchas the 
world could not almoſt contain the books , that might 
be write hereof , which yet is ſo intirely found- 
el on one and the ſame foundation, and does 1n 
all the lines of this great circumference , {till meet 


In the ſame center; yea thus how intire and har- 


monious a thing religion* in all the parts therof 
is within upon the ſoul , as well as without, 
fo as every ſtep in this way of the experience of 
the ſaints 1s no groping in the dark, but what is by 
line and zule , with as ſure and demonſtrable 
a connexion with the externall teſtimony of the 
word, as there 1s in nature betwixt the cauſe 
and the effe& ; which affords a more wonder- 
full aſſiſtance to his faith , then the greateſt ex- 


 ternall miracles could ever doe; and tho the ſpirit 


of God does ſometimes in an extraordimare man- 
ner reveal himſelf to men ( as atts of his Sove- 
raign prerogative which make no rule ) yet with 
the eſtabliſhed conſtitutions of his word does the 
continued experience of the ſaints moſt harmo- 
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3. By conſidering thus alſo the bong & 265 
ality of grace , not in its effetts only but in 
Its. proper. cauſe and original, & how the truth « 
bolineſſe in the life of a Chriſtian is ſo expreſs 
2 tranſcript of the Gospell , in its external reve 
lation , that the pref doth not more clearly 
anſwer the ſeal on. the wax then it doth beget 
the ſame forme and image of it ſelf in ſach as 
believe; yea alſo that confarmity it bears to the ever 
blefied architype , as well as to the Tevealed-14- 
le , and how bright a discovery 1s thus of {6 
glorious 4 being , and nature, to which its con- 
formed , who is the alone patern , and exemple 
of all truth and bolineſſe ; which is ſo great a 
discovery » as he is made to wonder , how 
men in this age are ſo much awakened to find 
out the true Phenomena of nature , (though in 
its own room a moſt choiſe ſtudy , and ſpecialy 
deſirable, ) and will be as-in a tranſport , upon 
ſome rare natural experiment , as made one in 
that manner cry out {wpn:s wprce; whilſt here 
1s another kind of demonſtration , and of more 
transcendent intereſt then all theſe could ever 
' amount to, on which the eyes of moſt are this 
day ſhutt. 

. By conſidering that uncheangable congruity , 
which u betwixt the nature of theſe things , injoy- 
ned in the whole inflitutions of the Gospell , and 
mers. being made happy therby z now in their pre- 
ſent ſtate , and how great a temporal regen 

of . 
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of the fruits of religion , F inward confidence , 
peace » and ſerenity of mind, dothas natively fol- 
low the life and practice herof , as the fruit of 
4 tree anſwers to its kind, and is ever found the 


| alone true relief of mankind , againſt all the griefs 


and bitternefſe of time; yea that its no diſtance 
of place, but of mens ſpirit by impurity , and cor- 
ruption that makes ſo fad a diſtance betwixt God, 
and man here in the earth. 

5. He is thus further confirmed upon this 
arm teſtimony of experimentall religion , by conſi- 


dering that its ſure ſuch as does bear this witneſfſe 


are known; 1. to be ſuch who are of the moſt 
diſcerning and judicious in the things of reaſon , as 


| any elſe. 2, Whoſe walke and pradtice uſe to 


have the greateſt authority over mens conſcience 
with whom they converſe. 5. who are found 
moſt intenſly taken up in the retired worke, and 
duties of religion , that can. haveno reſpe& to the 
witneſſe and obſervation of others. 4. Who ſeeks 
no implicit credit from any herein , but does ob- 
teſt men to come and ſee , and prove the ſame 
in their their own experience , with an appealto 
the moſt exact inquiry » and 7ationall tryall of all 
mankind, if here be any caſuall thing, and if that 
teſtimony of the do&rinall, and experimentall part 
of religion be not ſtill one and the ſame. 5. Who 
alſo out of the moſt remort places of the earth , 
and otherwiſe ſtrangers amonghſt themſelves 


does yet moſt harmoniouſly meet in the ſame wit- 
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nee » and are thus mutually diſcloſed to other | 
by a near and fealing intercourſe of their ſouls , 
from ſuch an onneſſe in. 4 ſpirituall ſtate and theſe 
ſpecifick properties of a ſpirituall, and new nature, 
with as diſcernible evidence asif one man ſhould 
meet with ane other of the ſame kind , in ſuch 
-a place of the earth which were only inhabited 
with beaſts, | 

6. By conſidering alſo , ( with a deep and ſe- 
rious refletion hereon, ) that ſure and known 
conjunition , which 1s betwixt the moſt rare ex- 
periences of a Chriſtians life , and the molt ſe- 
arching tryalls thereof , with that uniform con- 
ſent , that hath inall ages of the Church been, 
in ſuch marvelous things, as theſe, T what 
ſolemne tokens and teſtimonies of the love of God, 
and his acceptance , are, found uſually to meet 
his people in the 'entry of ſome great tryall, or 
ſervice for him, even in ſome unuſuall manner 
then, in the ſence whereof, as it was with Eli- 
Jah , they have been. made to goe. many days af- 
ter in a wilderneſſe ſlate; yea how this does not 
reſpect perſons only , but Churches, that the word 
ſtill uſerh to goe before with ſome remarkable 
confirming worke to ſecure the heart , before the 
croſſe and ſome ſpecial tryal of perſecution comes 
2. That as each day hath its proper burden , and 
worke , ſo hath it its proper allowance provided 
tor the ſame , which ſhould be.no lefle ſought 
after by a Chriſtian , then his dayly bread, and 
when 
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when' the .preflure of ſuch a day grows to ſome 
more' {ingulare hight, ſo alſo ſhould the ex- 
peyſe hereof be in faith ſoughr for & expected. 
e | 3. How the choiſeſs mercies are reſerved to 
ld F the ſaddeſt times of a Chriſtians lot , and moſt 
ch | yſually crofle ta. their own choiſe, and thus hath 
ed | had the- greateſt ſtruglings with theſe merhods of 
providence » which hath 1n the iſſue tended moſt 
e- |} to their yupmaking, 4. Yea how the returnes 
'n |} of a long. deferred hope after much hamble on- 
x- |} waiting, have been to ſuch asa Pisgah, whence 
e- |} tbey have not only had a clear and comforting 
n- |} proſpet+ of their bypaſt tryals, but for being more 
ny Þ fully. confirmed of the time to come'; and can 
at YN bear now that teſtimony , that the Lord bath clear- 
t, | ed all-bygones to them, and hath taken the vail 
et |} off his worke , which for, long had been as a 


or | darkanditrang riddle. 


er }| .- 7. Ihislikeways gives a moſt clear, and con- 
1- | firming .profpect of that great ſeal of experience, 
f- | when he..can now ſee', both in his own caſe 


ot | and of others, what the 555ue of believing in a ſin- 
d || gular exigence and tryal and upon ſome ſpecial 
le | ac of ruſt and adventure herein does at laſt come 
ie f to 5 which the more deeply its conſidered he 
es | finds one of the moſt peculiare aſiſtances to bis 


d | faith , and one of the greateſt attainments of ex- 
d perimentall. religion within time > when he can 
it thus {ce the ſame way of believing, (in ſome ſtrong 
d and extraordinare aſſaults , which he hath had to 
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eruſh and break him herein , ) which hath car. 
ried ſo many thorow in their ſaddeſt tryals, bring 
him alſo in his turn, to bean inſtance in the ſame 
kind , to bear an honourable teſtimony to this 


ſure , andexcellent way of believing before the world, 


and that none fear , after him , to hold by the 
promiſe of God and venture on that ſecurity , tho 


it then ſeem againſt hope, whoſe diſpenſations ,\ 


did yet never , never give bis word the lye, 

CHARACT, IV. Such 1s a truely cy- 
firmed Chriſtian, who ina diſmall time , is not 
ſtaggered in his faith from the preſent ſigns and ap- 
pearences thereof , but hath his ſoul ballaſt with 
ſuch ſolid grounds of confirmation againſt the ſame, 
as theſe providences, wherat others doe moſt ſtum- 
Me, tends to his further ftrenthning in the way of 
the Lord z when he does now clealy ſee; - 

I, How tribulation and the crofſe makes- one 
of the moſt iluſtrious and bentifull parts of the 
whole frame of Providence about the Chatch , and 
in the lot of each Chriſtian, fo as there can be 
no poſſible ſtumbling to any for want of light 
here , that ſore tryalls, and diſtreſſe ſhould moſt 
remarkably follow theſe in their journey > who 
have an eternall bleſſedneſſe before them in the 
clofe hereof , when fo great a part of the Scrip- 
ture 1s directed not only for comfort but for a 
clear conduct of the Chriſtians faith , through all 
the imtrcacies and labyrimths of ſuch a difpenſati- 
Qu , and thus ſees how highly congruous it is 


to the 


UN 


tion of providence about the Church , and finds 


 (27.) 
29 the infipit wiſdom of God , that fo. ſerair 
and narrow 4 way, in ſuch a ſtate of tryall as is 
here, ſhquld goe before the ſtate ofeverlaſting in- 
joyment ; that there ſhould be ſuch a ſtage and 
theatre \alſo > whereon the paſſive graces of the 
ſpirit » may not only be exerciſed , but diſplay- 
ed in' their true luſtre and glory before angels and 
men; yea that thus the Redeemed of the Lord 


be firſt/rrained in fo ſharp a warfare , as may 


ot _only puta due value and reſpett on the great- 
neſs of that triamph and reward which is to come, 
but be matter of ineffable joy and exultation, that 
ever they wereadmitt thus to evidence their laye 
and adherence to their bleſſed head and his truth 
here on the earth , and accounted worthy to 
be put on ſome hotter ſervice , and to peculiare 


tryals and conflis this way beyond others , for 


ſome example and incouragement to the Church 
in their day ; and: here alſo he can now ſee how 
the greateſt m_—_— of comfort are more owe- 
ing to the moſt ſharp and affiifling tryals of their 
life, then to the greateſt externall calme ;, and that 
to endure patiently and ſuffer for the name Chriſt 
is ſuch a; ptiviledge as the ele Angels have not 
been adipitt: to , yea that the Lords chaſining 
worke,. and foreſt ſmicting of his own » 1s an at 
alſo of ſaving ; ſo that thus. the more deeply be 
ſearcheth here , the more does he ſee, admire, 
and conſent to that glorious piece of the adminiſtra- 


it to 


28,) | 
it to be one of the cat confirmations of hi 
fa th within time, 

2. He does now clearly ſee how the truth and 
Faithfu'neſſe of God is commenſurate to his whole worke 
of Providence 8 that all the lines hereof , as they 
doe lead from his revealed councell in the Scriprure, 
which is the adequat figne of his eternall councell 
and decrees , ſo doe they returne thither again, 
to make this great demoſtration clear ; that if a 
Full Hiſtory were write of this world , and what 
hath been conspicuous thorow the whole ſeries 
of times paſt in all theſe conjunctions of in/erj- 
our cauſes , whether neceſſare , free , or contin- 

ent , and of ſuch events that ſeem moſt caſu- 


al , it ſhould be nothing elſe but an exa& 


transcript and hiſtory of the Bible, to bear this 
witneſſe , quod mundus nihil aliud eft quam Deus 
explicatus ſecundum ſcripturam ; but though a full 
_ diſcovery hereof be not attainable within time , 
yet 1s It a ſad and deplorable want , that the 
great acts of the Lord, in each age of the Church 
are not more ſearched and ſought out of all them 
that take pleaſure therin , that they may be ſeen, 
obſerved , and admired by that part of the crea- 
tion, Angelsand Men, who are only in a capaci- 
ty to know the ſame ; which is a ſervice for 
the Lord wherin his praiſe , and declavative glo- 
7y is ſo highly conceirned, as a Chriſtian ſhould 
account the meaneſt roome herein one of the 
moſt defzrable attainments within time'; © yea 1t 

Ns on ſecms 


Ul 
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ſeems juſt! matter of regret alſo that this comes 
not under a more publick care and nottice of 
particulare Churches and of the Chriſtian Magiſtra- 
ze, Where religion hath any true regard , to 
have ſuch ſolemne providences as occurre in that 
time » and place , which may be called exper;- 
menta lucifera to the Church , and of a further 
reach and extent then any private uſe, both ſe- 
arch'd after and recorded as becomes ſo high a 
ſervice to the Chriſhan cauſe and one of rhe hig- 
heſt conceirns of the poſteritie , to have ſech 
not only poſſeſſed ofa pure religion, but of that ſeal 
alſo ; which the Lord hath in the great adts 
of providence appended therto , and thus to 
have that increaſe , which each ſucceſſive age 
brings therwith to the publick, ſtock,of the Church , 
looked after , as a piece of the greateſt truſt re- 
poſed theron, fo that the Children riſe not up 
and fay, we have not heard nor have our fathers 
faithfully transmitt to us the wonderous works 
which the Lord hath wrought in their time, 

3. He is thus alſo tought to ſee the 8:47, 
and demonſtrative cauſes of the moſt ſtrang 
judgments on the Church, to be as clear in the 
Scripture as theyare in the event, and though the 
holy God in the day of his patience , and long- 
ſaffering is not alike quick in the execution of 
the ſentences of his word , yet does he ever eſ- 
tabliſh the authority of his Laws by the works of 


© bis providence in the moſt opportune ſeaſon ; 


and 


" 
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and as judement deferred , is no acquittance, ſg 
does it more threaten its being the greater , 
when it comes , then a quick and preſent dis- 
patch; yeathough this rempeſt which now blowes 
6n the Chruches of Chriſt, come to a gre- 
ater hight , and the datknefſe be ſuch, as no Moog 
or Stayrtes may for matiy dayes yet appear of 


any viſible ſigns of hope , yet is his foul thus at | 


reſt whilſt he can ſee the credit of the trath clea- 


red , on which he hath more in dependence then | 


atiy adventure within time, and does rejoyce , 
whatever miscartying may be of inferiour ends, 


that this great and #ltimate end of the works of | 


God is ſecured hetein , and theglory of his truth 

does ſhine forth in the moſt ſtrang and amazing 

ats of his providence, whetat many are ready to 

Ragger » When they doe not wiſely conſider the 
ine; 

4, He ſees now likewiſe , ſo bigh a valne 
which the Lord puts ot; the ttyall of his peoples faith, 
and that the great dispenſation wherby he deales 
with meh 1s by oy and on the credit of bis 
word , as it addes further to his confirmation , 
to ſee all humati and viſible refuges oft takeh out 
of his Churches ſight , yea his preteſt works 
in the earth make the greateſt delay er they be 
brought forth , & his Churches caſe put fo far 
beyond help before a cure , as the firſt- quick- 
mnpg of her ctuſhed and allmoſt dead hope ; ruſt 


be at the month of the grave 3 and he ts thus here- 


in 
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in more ſingularly ſtrenthned , that when the 
Lord ſpeaks the ſame in the way of providence » 
which he hath ſpoke in his word , not by might 
nor by power , that he doth with unspeakable 
advantage ſupply and fill the roome therof by the 
next word , but by my ſpirit ſaith the Lord , 
which in this day ſhould: with a full aſſurance 
of faith be both ſought and looked aſter. 

5. It is 1n this rare ſtudy he attaines alſo the 


| _ confirmation to his faith that could poſ- 


bly be defired within time, to ſee now when 
its ſo near the cloſe therof and after all the re- 
yolutions of times paſt 5 how the truth and 


f4'thfullneſſe_of God » hath y as the ſun in its 


ſtrenth , ſtill keept its way ſtraight and fixt a- 
midſt all theſe dark clouds which have been to 
darken the ſame and is now gone its courſe un- 
till it draws near to the full and perfeR day; 
yea thus to ſee how fignally this preſent age is ſiſted 
upon that ſame appeal and folemne teſtimony which 
as Foſua gave» Forh, 23: 14. that not one thing 
bath failed of all the good things which the Lord 
your God ſpake concerning yow , all are come to 
paſſe to yow , and not on thing hath failed there= 


' of ; and Solomon did bear alſo at the dedication of the 


Temple , 1 Kympgs 8: v. 56. Bleſſed be the Lord 
that hath given reſt unto his people Tſracl , according 
to all that he promiſed , there hath not failed one word 
of all his g20d promiſe , which he promiſed by the hand 
of Moſes his ſervant ; ſo is this now that great zeſti- 
mony of the latter dayes and the higheſt tribute of 


praiſe to the glory of God in his trurh which can be 


given 


-, 
given by men » that this preſent generation 
ſtands accountable to make the fame yea much 
reater appeal to the world , if they can in- 

= one promiſe, or predifion of that facred re= 
cord of the Scripture which hath ever failed 
or fallen to the ground , but may be this day 
read in the event, & under theſe proper ci 
cumſtances wherin it was to take place in its 
proper ſeaſon , as evidently as it was fortold , 
and muſt ſtill bear the ſame witnes, Pſ2', 18: 
30. that the way of the Lord u perfeft , and hi 
word tryed on all the adventures of faith , and 
zryals which to this moment of time have been 
made hereof, and of his being ſtill a buckler to 
ſach as truſt in him, and are called to transmite 
this glorious teſtimony to the ſucceeding ages, that 
it may never ceaſe to shine or want a publick 
witneſſe therto before Angels and men , untill 
the whole myftery of God im his word be finished 
in that magnificent cloſe which ſhall be therof 
at the ſecond coming of the Lord, 

CHARACT.. V. A confirmed Chriſtian 1n 
this day ſhould be thus alſo ſtated , as one who hath 
not only attained a /olid reft and ſettlment of 
mnd, upon the certainty of the Chriſtian faith » 
but does know the pure genuine truth of Chriſti 
anty , amidſt ſuch high oppoſittons betwixt the 
Romish and Reformed Church herein, 

And in the 1 place hath in this manner ſiſted 
himſelf upon ſuch a zryal; x as one who knows 


_ 


there” 
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there 18 but one true and ſaving religion in the cart}; 


to which God hath annexed the promiſe of erer- 
nall life which can never be divided againſt ic 
ſelf. 2. Who knows that within a litle his re- 
ligion will be tryed 1n the truth therof at the rri= 
bunall of Chriſt , where each muſt give account 
of himſelf unto God. 5. As ſuch who ſees there 
can be no poflible indifference 1n the exterior pro= 
feſſron of either way , but that ſo high a contra- 
riety of principles 1s in this oppoſition , that 


if the dofrine of Chriſt be on the one hand, it 


is ſure Antichriſtianisme mult be on the other hand, 
4. Yea who hath in that abſtra# manner ſought 
to ſtate the caſe herein with his own ſoul as it he 
were come out of Paganiſm , to givea ſerious as- 
ſent to the divinity of the Scripture > and thus preſ- 
ſed to joyn in with that profeſſion of the Chri- 
ftian faith > which is molt exatly conforme to 
the ſame, in the genuine and perſpicuous ſence 
therof, | 

In the 2d place he hath ſoughtto know, how 
he could .imbrace the Pop#uh creed and adventure 
his erernall {tate theron, or can extinguiſh his 7e4- 


; ſon, and conſcience ſo far as to believe that the | 


holy God would ever impoſe ſuch a faith upon men 2S 
this is; 1 where he muſt abandon theſe princt- 
ples of naturall reaſon in the moſt neceflare uſe 
therof , which God hath himſelf planted in mans 
ſoul , ſo as not to truſt his own eyes but othe!s 


in that great intereſt of his erernall ſlate, and 
: Tra with 


(34+) 
with his own conſent be ſhutt out from all pro- 


per knowledge of the ale of his religion , yea 
account a blind and unlimited obedience to men , 
amongſt the higheſt excellencies of faith. 2.Where 
he muſt at once believe the fallnefe, and perfec- | 
tion of the Scripture , and to be not only fitted 
for that great end of bringing mankind to God , 
but for ſuch an univerſall uſe herein , .as to make the 
ſimple wiſe, and that the poor may receive the Goſpell, 
and yet believe alfo that it 1s a maſſe of dead, 
and unſenſed characters , untill the Romich Cler- 
gy put ajulſt ſenſe theron , tho its ſexſe and mean- 
ing 1sthe very ſoul thereof , yea thus paſle from 
the wholeletter of the ſame, or any certainty of its 
truth , from intrinſick_ evidences and theſe marks |} 
and charafers of its divinity , wherby the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe could be maintain'd againſt Pagans. 3. 
Where he muſt belieye alſo that theſe are the 
words of Chriſt Joh, 7: 17. if aty man doe my 
will he shall know my doctrine whither it be of God or 
not, and that men errs through not knowing the Scripture 
Math, 22, and yet believe therewith , that theſe 
facred fountains of light Should be shutt up , to keep men 
from going wrong , and that the ſole right ofun- 
derſtanding the ſame belongs to a few , but not 
to the multitude , who yet can pretend no ex- 
traordinare aſſiſtance or revelation herein , nor 
will themſelves come to theſe waters of Jealoufic 
t6 be tryed, 4, Where he muſt needs believe 
that the Scriptures are the oracles of God committ 
LI 1/8 


NE 


UM 


(35+) 


to the Church , to give anſwer in every datke 


caſe Rom. 3: 2. the type and forme of ſound do- 
ctrine » Rom, 6. 17. unto whoſe ſentence in all 
matters both of faith and practiſe., we are ex- 
presſly referred , Is. 8. 20, and yet believe al- 
ſo that it hath no authority or deciſive voice , but 
what 1s precarious and dependant on the Romish 
Church , and thus conſent to have the whole 
C briftian faith viſibly unhinged of that foundation of 
the Scripture , and ſubjected to a ſupreme , viſ- 
ble, and infallible judge here 1n the earth , with 
ſach a claime of dominion over the faith of the 
aints , as the Apoſtles of Chrift durſt never owne, 
but did fully diſclaime 2 Cor. 1: 24. 5. Where 
he mult believe that Jeſus Chriſt came for 


- this end, to ſave loſt man, and by one offering hath 


perfetted for ever them that are (anfiified Heb, 10: 18. 
and yet joyn in the ſame faith herewith a hu- 
man ſatisfaction for fin, ſo as men may both me- 

rit > mediate, and ſupererogate above what is 
needfull for themſelves, and be thus faved in the 
ſame way of life , which was by the covenant of 
works; aſcribing that only to Chriſt to give fal- 


. vation to their merits, which yet their own #n1- 


trinſick, value , and condignity dath require as a 
debt, 6. He finds not how ut the fame 
creed he could pothbly hold by ene Mediator be- 
twixt God and man, where a plurality for this 
end is adnutt ; and by the reality of Chrifts: hu- 
man nature , and his haying a true and fin:t bo- 

On ors 
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dy , which is ſubjected to have a new created 
being , each time in the Conſecrate Hoſtia ; or 
believe the truth of his ſufferings as now fully 
accompliſhed , and to be repeated no more, | 
when it is in that dayly ſacrifice of the Meſ- 
ſe ftill offered , as a propitiatory ſacrifice for the liveing 
and the dead ; fo as on the moſt ſevere and im- 
artial inquiry here » he cannot find how one 
holding by theſe principles ſhould goe a further lenth 
then Morality , or claim another ſtanding then 
by a covenant of works. 7. Nor knows he how 
to believe at once the truth of the Goſpell, to 
be a doFrine of Holineſſe > and infinite purity , and 
yet joyne in the ſame faith herewith ſuch an 
immunity and indulgence for men to ſin , as mo- 
ney can ſtand for merit, and the 1ich have the 
moſt eaſy and large entrey to heaven and ac- 
count 1t a priviledge to deſtroy themſelves ; yea 
where ſome externall ſeverities and pennance to 
the fleſh , like to the lanching and gashing of 
Baals Prieſts, are reckoned enough to ſupply 
the roome of Chriſtian mortification. $8, Yea 
he finds it not poſible to believe , that ſin 
by the blood of Chriſt can only be expiate, and , 
1s his alone worke, who hath purged our fin himſelf, 
Heb. 1: 3, or that there are but two ways that 
lead to a twofold ſtate of men, a ſtrait way 
which leads to a life, and a broad unto deſtruc- 
tion , Math. 7: 14. aud yet believe that there 
is a Purgatory after this life > where men _ 
hs 
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be tormented and fi ie pains there, to 
expiate ſuch venial ſins, as their prayers and pen- 
nances here could not doe; yea 1s here made 
to wonder how any that believes ſuch a thing) 
can ever have true peace , or comfort in the world 
but .doe either take it as a fidtion , or forget 
themſelves when they are chearfull ; where the 
fear of ſuch a place , the uncertainty of releaſe, 
and how long a term it may be er this purg- 
ing worke be compleat , (when their own writers 
aſſipne noleſſe time, then 10000 Tears as need- 
full to ſatisfy for ſome ſins, ) and leaſt it prove 
arzeall hell, muſt ſtill be a preſent terrour; nor can 
he believe that ſuch pothibly doe credit them- 
ſelves herein , who atflume this power to change 
the condition of the dead , ſince were 1t real- 
ly believed , that the keyes of ſuch a priſon were 
here in mens hand , and could, by the largeſt 
dotations to the Romish Church , get a fate out- 
gate thence , it were not itrang , to ſee the 
temporall ſtate of Criſtendome in a ſhort time made o- 
ver to theſe, and ſhould Judge they were 1n aſtrang 
manner indead priviledged by the whole reſidue of 


' men, who by ſuch a power over the world to come can 


make ſo eaſy a purchaſe over this alſo which is pre- 
ſent.g.He finds &is ſure he could never get his 7ea- 
ſon and conſcience brought toſuch a faith, even 
tho he made a ſimulate profeſſion herein , of that 

retended ſupremacy of Peter as Bishop of Rome , on 
which the whole frame and ſtructure of the pa- 
C3 pacy 
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ERS... 
pacy leans , and the vertne of all thepardons and 
cſatron founded theron , on which ſo many 


have adventured into an other world except he 


would thus build on the ſand only , but not on 
the rock. 10. He finds alſo how ſuch an erection of 
the Goſpell Charch in her militant ſtate here , 
as the Papacy in its complexe frame is z un- 
ite in ſuch an head , as the Pope , who as the 
fole vicegerent of Chriſt in the earth , ts at once 
inveſted with a civill Monarchy , and aniverſall 
zmpire over the Church, to impoſe, and judge 
in the higheſt tranſactions that relate to the eter- 
nall ſtate and immortall ſouls of men , is a 
thing that as to matter of Tight is as forreign to 
the Scripture and incompatible therwith , as Ma- 
humitanisme can be , and as to matter of fact is 
a truſt that no created being could ever exerce, 11, 
he ſees & 1s ſure that he muſt either loſe ſight both 
of the 1ule, and ſpirit of the Goſpell , or havea juſt 
abhorrence at that way , where he ſhould bein- 
evitably involved in 4 virtual conſent , and acceſſion 
to all that cruelty and blood which for ſo many 
ages hath been ſhed therin, when its ſo clear 
that this was no exorbitance only of praftice , but 
a native reſult of their tenets, and principles, and not 
only diſpenſed with , but countedan highly me- 
ritorions ſervice; yea when it 1s ſure that under no 
ſecular government of the moit tyrannicall ſtate that 
ever was in the world , hath ſuch arbitrary vio- 
lence , and oppreſſion been exerced., or ſo much in- 
| | nocent * 


Ut 
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nocent blood ſhed , as by this party. ' 12. And 
tho his judgment ſtood indetermined and in an 
equall ballance upon this great controverſie , he 
could not exerce reaſon, and not ſee upon what 


' band luch a deciſion is as was in Solomons time of 


the true mother of the child, and who does moſt 
ruthfully ſeck to intereſſe themſelves in the im- 
minent hazard of the Chriſtian faith, and under 
leaſt influence of any remporall motives does this 
day ſtand for the trurch and ſubſtance of Chiſtia- 
nity , and plead that it be not deſtroyed in envy 
and hatred to them ; or on what ſide it is like- 
ways that this manner of conqueſt is moſt follow- 
ed to gain men to the profeſſion of the truth 
by aprevailing evidence of their own light and jud- 

ment herein, and to require their exacteſt per- 
onall tryall , and inquiry about theſame. 

In the 3d place, tho he ſees there can be no 
pretence of dytrinall wavering about the Re- 
formed Yeligion , and finds it not eaſy to com- 
prehend how in one and the ſame age , wher- 
1n the truth hath fo brightly ſhined , this way 
of Popery, ſhould have prevalence, or gain ground 
any more by ſedufion from arguments to the rea- 
ſon or conſcience of any ; yet ſince 1t 1s an hower 
of temptation , and of fainting , above all that 
hath been hitherto known , and mens eyes ar- 
reafted with ſuch a proſpet of the time , as is 
like to ſtagger the faith of the moſt eſtabliſhed, 
he is thus preſſed , as-one of the higheſt duties 
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of this day ,. to Wu ſearch out what ma 

- afford greateſt aſſiſtance to his faith , from the 
diſpenſations of providence therin, and to know the 
evidence and ſtrenth of ſuch reflefions as theſe 
are for this end, 

I, That its ſure, as the ſmalleſt things which 
the Lord does aftord, to ſtrenthen and ſupport 
againſt: ſuch a ſtorme, ſhould be ſeriouſly impro- 
yen , and. taken to heart; fo doesit Jay us in 
| the way of that promiſe for having greater things 
given to our obſeryation ; yea that now 1s the r1me 
when ſuch as have been moſt comforted by the 
word of promiſe , may be put to the ſorelſt tryal 


in their faith of any , to keep oft ſtumbling at the 


worke of providence , and be thus tryed accor- 
ding to the meaſure of theſe confirmations. 

2. Tho the Churches declinings under greateſt 
meaſures of light may be too viſible, ' and that re- 
Iigton gains not by perſecution as formerly , with 
Juch an amazing chang as is now in her external 
condition, yet ſees it to be no ſtrang thing, when 
moſt ſignal warnings have gone before of ſuch a try- 
al with too evident diſpoſitions towards the ſame 
and diſcovery of its approach in all the cauſes 
therof 5 yea might be forſeen by all , that the 
holy God would not ſtill bear with an impure , 
and uninlivned profeſſion of the pure and glors- 
ous truth of Chriſtianity , which hath now: 
long been one of the moſt ſad, and mortall figns 
n the pablick tate of religion ; nor can it be found 
| that 


» 


Is, 
that ever any Church did le and fall from the 
purity of the truth and loſe ground herein by ex- 
ternall perſecution > where a judicial departure of 
its life and power did not remarkably goe before; 


" ſoas it is not of late this hath been too clear- 


ly preſaged , that {um dark and unuſual meaſ- 
ure of tryall from Amichriſt , and that ultima cla- 
des of the Reformed Churches, was drawing near » 
which would be ſore er it had done its worke. 

3. Heſees alſo, how this preſent hower is not 
more ſearching and dark, then it may be clear 
herewith, 1. that now after the iſſue of that op- 
poſition, which was betwixt the Chriſtian faith 
in the firſt entry of the Goſpell and that dying 
Apoſtate Church of the Jewes, andnext with the 
Pagan Impire , after that new erection of the 
Goſpell Church among the Gentils , which is 
now over;ſois the greateſt ?ryall of the latter dayes 
fixed on the deciſion of that long depending contro- 
werſie betwixt Chriſt and Antichriſt. 2, That acs 
cording to the Scripture we mult believe that as 
after the manner of Egypt, that glorious triumph and 
delivery of the Church from Antichriſt will be ſurlie 


. carryed on;{o the more near it comes to the laſt aſ- 


fault, and when this falls in to have its proper roome 
in the frame and adminiſtration of providence, 
the greater extremitie , terrour and darkneſſe may 
be expected alſo , as hath not been in any ſuch 
manner formerly, yea with that unire and formi- 


dable conjundtion of ſtrenth and growing ſucceſſe of 
C 
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this adverſary fora time, as the moſt eſtabliſhed 
Ehriſtians may bein hazard to ſtagger, 3. That 
now 1s the day: wherin the Lord will have men 


know what it1s-to have the Bible as thealone ſe. . 


_ of the Proteſtant religion , on which they 
mult intirely reſt no leſſe then it 1s the ſole rule 
and flandard therof , which is a tryall worthy ofall 
that expenſe of the pain, anguish , and wreſtlings, 
that can now poſhbly attend the ſame: 

4. Whilſt the great ſtandard of Antichriſts King- 
dome is vilibly ſet up and brought to the oper 
field, as its this day in the Church of France, and all 
human help taken out of ſight; yet does he ſee here- 
with, 1 how this now is concladed, as the molt in- 
fallible remedy to recover Popery , and that ar- 
gument , to which they truſt more then to Peters 
kejes to wit thele ſanguinary lawes by the ſword , 
and rack, whichthey have again betaken themſel- 
ves to, tho ſuch an argument the Scripture ne- | 
ver knew, which ſober heathens would abhorr , | 
and gives up the credite of all religion ro Atheiſm, | 
2, That there can be no more evidence of a 
deſperate and ſinking cauſe then 1s here, and how 
nothing elſe can ſupport 1t but theſe weapons which + 
are not againſt the Conſcience , or by any ter- 
rours of the 24 death , but of the firſt. 3. that 
this is ſuch an argument, (ifthey have pot ina 
ſtrang manner forgot, ) which hath within theſe 
100 Tears been fo fully anſwered , and by ſuch 


an immediate appearence of God in the King- 
: dome” 
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dome: of France, that according to theſe meaſtr- 
res of cruelty againſt the Proteflants there z ſo 
was it returned in a deludge of their own blood , 
yea thus both.the publick ſtate of the Church and 


T faith of the faints in the truth more deeply root- 


ed ; and thowe yet ſee not the end of theſe wond-= 
ers and the darke ſide only of the diſpenſations of 
ſuch a day , yet doe we know-this ſore rod on 
the Church is but as the ſaw and axe in the car- 
penters hand, who ſhall never andoe that glori- 
04s worke which Chriſt hath done and is ſtill fur- 
ther perfecting on the ruins of Amtichriſts King- 
dome. 

5. Tho ſome unuſuall deeps and methods of fub- 
tilty be now on foot alfo againſt the truth , yet 
he cannot but ſee how nothing could: more ef- 
fefually tend to confirm the proteſtant cauſe and 
take the credite of popery off the conſcience of 


' theſe in their own profeſſion who are conſiderate 


and in the leaſt ſerious herein ; when the world 
muſt thus' ſee , 1how eafy its for ſuch to take 
any meaſure and latitude in. the dofrinalsof their 
profeſſion , when this can moſt ſerye the jun- 
ure of ſuch a time and highten or narrow the 
controverſy betwixt them and the Reformed 
Church at their pleaſure , ſo as to ſacrifice the 
Church of Rome unto the Court of Rome , if no 
lee can ſecure that end. 2, That the moſt 
horrid Turkisþh Slavery over mens bodies comes 


| no ſuch lenth , as that ſirang claime that theſe 


now 
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now make of an abſelare zmmpire over mens con: 
ſcience by the ſword, and to put them to ſuch a 
tribute of their obedience , and they ſhall then 
be ſecure, if they but come the lenth to ſin a- 
gainſt their light , and adventure on fo ſmall a 
thing as to goeto Hell and perish eternally, ſince 
Its an externall and ſimulate profeſſion of ſuch 
a way they doe thus inforce from theſe , whom 
they ſee cannot in faith be perſwaded hereof, 
3. Yea it hath been too viſible how much 
that maſter-plot, and ingine, hath in theſe times 
been working , to take men firſt off all ſenſe of 
religion , and deſtroy them in the morals of Chri- 
ſlianity, to make this conqueſt more eaſy , that 
ſuch may have no inward defence and ſupport a- 
gainſt the terrour of human violence , yea 1n this 
way , when they have ſought how to divide Pro- 
teſtants among themſelves and betwixt Rulers and 
them , this ſeams the laſt and greateſt ingine of 
all, how to divide betwixt them and their God, and 
act the ſame plot , which was laid betwixt Balack 
and Balaam , as knowing that its no naked ſhew 
or profeſſion of the Roermed religion they nead | 
fear,ſo much as that old proteſtant ſpirit in the power * | 
& life therof, before which their intereſt could ne- 
ver ſtand , and dreads nothing ſo much as the 
reviving hereof, which as the hand=writing upon the 
wall did ever more threaten the fatal] ruine of 
that Kingdome , then any - human power or 


{trenth. 
6, Here © 
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6. Here alſo he finds juſt cauſe of aſtoniſh- 


ment, how Kings or great men in the earth ſhould 


give their power to. ſupport the Romish inte- 
reſt , that hath been ſo viltbly deſtructive 
to theirs » when its ' not poſſible to deny 
how its firſt advance and progreſſe to thar 
ſupreme hight » which it onceattained, and the de- 
clining of the civill impire > did by the ſame ſteps 
goe together , untill Magiſtracy was turned as 
unto a dead image and shaddow , except its being 
exlivened by their breathand authority , as it was 
during the whole hight of that Antichriſtian po- 
wer 3 nor will it be denyed that in theſe late 
times the French Monarchy was never more near 
ts diſſolution in its right line > then by the Ca- 
tholick, league there; and would ſeem not eaſy to 
be forgot , how Henry the 3d > who had moſt 
ſought to cruſh the Proteſtants there 1n purſuance 
of that league , was at laſt conſtrained to flee to 
ſuch for help, or by whom he was killed; and 
that Heroick Prince Henry the 4. was firſt ſtobbed in 
the mouthand then in the heart 3 yea that the pu- 
blick records of that nation cannot poſſibly deny 


; how the houſe of Burbon owes 1ts power and pre- 


ſervation! more to the Proteſtants > ( without 
whom it had been fully extin& ,) then Ahagwe- 
rus did to Mordecai the Jew for what he found 
written in the Chronicles of Perfia , when the decree. 
was then paſt to deſtroy all the ſeed of the 
Jewes. 

7. As 
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7. As in no times paſt was ever a greater 
expeRation then is now » which way the ſcale 
will turn , and what will be the end of theſe 
wonders , when the neareſt events of Providence 
are ſo darke and amazing; fo does he find this, 
in fome eztraordinare way called for , tobe till, 
and ſee what God will doe for his Church , and with hum- 
ble confidence look for ſome diſpenſation as hath 
not hitherto been in this extreme EXIGENCE. , 
and tho he doe not appeare in that way and 
manner as in former times , that it ſhall be in a 
way more fignally glorious , beyond what hath 
formerly been ; yea does 1n faith thus judge , 
that then is the Churches day broke , and hath 
found the ſure way of her ſrremth , and 
right lith of duty >, when her hope and confidence is 
taken of all vifible refuges and intirely ſetled on 
her invifible head, and his promiſe put to ſuite by 
prayer without fainting herein, It 1s ſure the trutb 
& faith/ullneſſe of God ſtands ingadged for anti- 
chriſts fall , as well as for ſalvation by Chriſt 1 
and ſince he hath ſaid this adverſary ſhall be 
broke and brought down , it muſt ſurely be , 
thothe duſt of the ground ſhould riſe for this end, , 
and now is the faith of the ſaints called for be- 
coming the greatneſſe of ſuch an aſſurance , on 
which are the eyes of men » of their own con- 
ſcience , of the ele& Angels , yea of the glorious 
God ,. to ſee who does indeed credit him-in-this 


day, when there is no tenſible ſupport herein; and 
| ; tho* 
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tho it is now like to ſhake ſore the departure of 


#4 


many from the faith who had ſome viſible pro- 
feſſion therof, yet may it be hoped for, that the 
turn of the next tyde ſhall bring in moe, witha 
ſolid and true increaſe tothe Church , then theſe 
fad dayes doe now take off. 

CHARACT. VI. It is thus acoufirmed 
Chriſtian ſhould be ſpecially conſidered, as one 
who is not only at reſt on the known certa- 
mty of bis faith , but is ready to render ſome account 
of the ſolid rationall grounds and demonſtrations here» 
of, unto all who ask after the ſame , and doth 
thus judge , I that theſe are the proper and appoint- 
ed means which the Lord hath afforded for the 
oreateſt confirmation of mens. faith within time, 
yea preferable to any externall miracles , which 
are more extraordinare and remott aſſiſtances ther- 
to, 2, That theſe are given as ſo great an 
helper to his joy, and excitment of his afteCtions 
to follow the Lord fully, as makes him wonder 
how the greatneſſe oftheſe things, which men 
are called to believe, can come near their thoughts, 
and yet not more taken up about this confir- 


. ming worke. 3. Thatthe too viſible neglect her- 


of , both with reſpect to the youth and commu- 
nity of profeſſours in the Church , ſeems one of 
the ſad , and fundamentall defefts of this day. 
The reaſons hereof , with ſome clear view of 
theſe means which might moft anſwer ſuch an 
end , are briefly offered, in this preceding works. 
£: | A- 
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CHARACT. VII. A truely confirmed 
Chriſtian may in the laſt place be herein alſo confi. 
dered, as ſuch whole faith being oft tryed through 
| all thefe ftages of Chriſtianity he hath been taken; 
hath ſome proper record of the molt choiſe , and 
fignall confirmations of his life, to1mprove the ſame 
not only for his own ſupport 1n that laſt warfare 
of death , but for ſtrenthning the faith of others ; 

wherin he does thus judge , 1 that there could 
be no true ſupport or relief from religion here | 
in the earth , if it cannot bear out then, and | 
that death is the great touchſtone and tryall, ,when 
the true valueand difference betwixt things of 
an eternall truth and ſubſtance » and the things 
of this world, will be beſt ſeen. 2. He reckons 
each real Chriſtian , by his profeſſion then ſiſted 
and accountable , even by ſome explicit perſo- 
nall teſtimony , to put to his ſeal that God is 
rue, and bear the ſame witneſſe with his laſt and 
dying breath to the truth of Chrsſtianity , which 
he gave in the whole courſe of his life ; and of 
that joy, complacence and aſſurance of mind, which 
he hath found , and now hath in the way of 
eruth , ſo as to preſſe the ſame on his deareſt , | 
relations as their alone true intereſt. 3, He ſees 
alſo, how honorable it is for the Lord , that ſuch 
whoſe faith hath been oft tryed , ( and when 
thus with joy and admiration he can look back 
on the moſt preſſing and conſpicuous conflicts of 
time) ſhould haye it their laſt worke to pay 
11Þ+ 
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in ſome tribute of TP. unto him: whoſe word & 
promiſe unto them did yet never fail, 4, He ac- 
counts the more weighty tryalls he hath been car- 
ryed thorow in his Chriſtian warfare , doth both 
give more acceſſe to this ſervice, and adds more 
to the value of ſuch ateſtimony. 5. He judgeth 
this one ſpecial way and advantage, wherby one 
generation might declare the truth and faithſullneſſe of 
God unto an other, in a family line and relation, to shew 
forth thus that the Lord is upright, that he is their 
rock , and with him 1s no unrighteouſneſſe; yea which 
ſhould be matter of unſpeakable joy , when now 
in his turn he can ſay that ſuch hath the Lerd 
been to him , what was Davids dying words 2 
Kings 1:14. Who hath delivered my ſoul out of all di=- 
ſtreſſe , how that in no trouble or exigence of his 
life he was ever left without a door of outgate ; 
and thus alſo with Caleb Joh. 14: to, to give 
in ſome ſuch zvittneſſe for God 1 am now near 
the cloſe of time , and does teſtify , that the word 
of his truth , and promiſe he hath ſurely accompli- 
shed, which hath brought me ſafe and honourably 
through, when ſuch as did dicredit the ſame by 


' misbelief, and ſought after another refuge, found 


all their confidences fail, 6, And knowing like-= 
ways how great a ſuprizall death may be 5 and 
that ſuch as have shined in their day , may yet ſet 
under a cloud and goe filent off the ſlage, he jud- 
eth it the more needfull to have ſuch a piece of 
bi dying worke prepared , as one of the _ 
ED DE oſt 
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oft legacies he can bequath to his ſurviving friends, 
in- a ſeaſon when it hath uſually the greateſt ad- 
vantage of weight and acceptance : 1t being till 
qualified with Chriſtian prudence , and bumble ſo- 
briety » ſo as all may ſee its wholeintent is to 
comment to mens conſciencethe way of truth and 
godlineſſe and_ not themſelves , and thus only 
dire, for the proper uſe , and improvment of 
their neareſt relations. I know it may be ſtran 

to ſome, whats ſpoke upon this head ; but as 
its ſure the preſent day hath its duty , and each 
time of our life hath ſome proper worke, fo 1 
humbly judge , that this feems to fall in as the 
laſt ſervice of a dying Chriſtian to his generation, | 
to deliver of bis band the truth which he had re- 
ceived and hath oft proven, with his confirmato- 
7y ſeal and teſtimony therto z and now in ſome 
more then ordinare way called for in this hower 
of great darknefſe, when if that ſecurity of the 
abſolute promiſes ſtood not good tothe Church , 
we might fear religion might quickly wear out, 
and truth periſh from the earth; and as fo ſo- 
lemn and weighty a thing ſhould be mannaged 
with much humble prudence , fo it may be judg- 
ed that no ſerious and obſerving Chriſtian but 
hath ſome peculiare ingadgments under which they 
find themſelves filted even beyond others , yea 
ſome ſuch ſingulare confirmations in the jonrnall 
of their life , that ſhould be not eaſy to hide under 
the ground , where the ſtrenthning of others here- , 
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by is conceirned , and that ſuch ſhould not then 
leave the croſſe of Jeſus Chriſt at aloſſe , or part 
therwith without their teſtimony , which hath 
left them at ſogreat an advantage, And though 
this is not to offer particulare rules. in ſuch 
a duty, but that Chriſtian wisdome muſt direct here-- 
in , as the preſent caſe is circumſtantiate , - yet 
might it be hoped , were this more taken to 
heart , 1t ſhould be a fingulare mean , to put a 
more deep impreſſion of mens dying worke on 
their own ſpirit , even whilſt they are in health, 
to excitetheir ſurviving friends , and to keep re- 
ligioy thus alive 1n a family ſtate, and relation , and 
gain a more venerable reſpe& to the ſame on 
mens conſcience , yea tofix allo ſtronger ingadg- 
ments on the ſucceeding offſpring. 

Thus is preſented here a, ſhort Tdea of the ſolid 
and judicious worke of Chriſtian confirmation in the trut hz 
under theſe forgoing Charaders, to'ſhew how rare 
an atteanment of religion this is, yea to pre- 
ſent herein a ſpeciall ſeries and ſcale of the great- 
ett ſteps in this confirmatory worke z by which 1t 
ſhould be followed , and where none of theſe 
may be parted from: other , thongh ſoine be of 
an higher and more abſolute uſe for ſuch an end, 
And ifit ſhould be objected here, what needs any 


ſuch expenſe of time or pains in this caſe, when 


ts ſure the eſſentiall truths of the Goſpell are not 
queſtioned , and that without internall evidence of 


the ſpirit > no externall means of this kind can 
D 2 be 
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LY. 
| be of uſe, I know thatits the alone worke of 
the holy Ghoſt , to begeta diyine and ſupernaturall 
faith, without which the furtheſt light , and ob- 
jeftive evidence, though backed with a continu- 
ed diſpenſation of externall miracles, could never 
bear Chriſtians out, either as to duty or comfort , 
in their paſſage thorow time; yea nothing 1s in 
the leaſt here to ſubje& the credite of our faith 
to mens rationall comprehenſion , but ratner tends 
to enervate wholly the {trenth of any ſuch tener 
and take off all pretence for the ſame 3 But its 
ſure alſo, I muſt quite all ſolid ſecurity 1n the way 
of religion , and any clear founding in the light 
and certainty of the Scripture , or admitt theſe 
things as undenyable, 1 that ſupernaturall faith 1s 
the moſt highly rational light thats within time , 
and that none who profetle the name of Chriſt 
can be of ſo low a ſize, as ſhould not be preſs- 
ed and excited to be much about this ground worke 
of knowing the truth , and principles of their pro- 
feiſion uponits own evidence ; yea are thus called 
as new born babes to drink in the ſincere milk of the word » 
I Per, 2. Which, as itsclearly in the originall, 1s 
the rationall milk of the word, to be thus received no 
lefle on convittion and certainty of the judgment), 
then with the out going of their affettions. 2. 
That as its not conceivable how a true and firme aſ- 
ſent can be to divine truth, but on its known cer- 
zainty 3, ſo here is no reſolving of the Chriſti- 


ans faith on the ſtrongeſt rarionall evidences we 
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unfaithfull to improve the ſmalleſt degree of fuch 


«x 


of , yet muſt it ſtill be reſolved on the teſtimony 


of God, made clear & evident to them to be ſuch.z.1t 
is ſure alſo , the Lord hath not given ſo hrge 
a meaſure of theſe grounds and demonſtrations of 


his truth with ſuch redoubled arguments of that 


kind, to beofſo ſmall regard, as 1s with moſt , 


but for ſome great , and univerſall uſe hereof to 
the whollChurch,and knew how needtull ſuch afſi- 


| ſtances to the faith of his people would be, whilſt 


they are on the earth, 4. That theſe means , 
which tend moſt convincingly to found a Tatio- 
nall aſurence in the judgment , are the proper 
vehicle of the Spirit of God , by which his ſealing 
worke , ſhould be both ſought and expected ; 


F nor can I judge how the credite and uſe hereof. 


ſhould beſo ſmall, and not on the ſame ground 
quite any externall ordinance of the Goſpell , 
which without the Spirit of the Lord can neyer 
profite , nor how we ſhould expect and ſuite 
his confirming worke on the ſoul , when theſe 
greateſt confirming means » which he hath given 


, to the Church , have no juſt weight ; but o 


how wonderfull a teacher 1s the holy Ghoſt , 
when ſuch ordinare means fail, and are inac- 


ceſſable , by furniſhing his people then with theſe 


ltrongeſt arguments of loye and power , who hav- 


had but ſmall meaſures of light, yet were not 


a talent, 5. Yea fo great athing 1s it , to at- 
tain a ſolid faith of things wholly remote from our 


D 3 ſenſe , 
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ſenſe , and ſo far above 6. reach and apprehenſion of 
mature, Oorto havean abſolute relyance on an in- 
Tiſible refuge , for our preſent and eternall ſtate , 
- as no common aſſent can anſwer , when the very 
reſt and quiet of the ſoul muſt needs ly in the ſure * 
and firme perſuaſion hereof. 6. It is too vitiblealfo 
how little the prafiicall uſe of ſuch a mean hath yet 
been efſayed inthe Church , that all who are mem- 
bers therof might no leſfſe know the ſtrenth. and 
firmneſſe of the foundation of their faith by its own 
evidence , then the generall articles of religion , 
but whilſt the moſt uſuall inſtructing worke Iyes 
almoſt whally about the noetick part of Divinity , 
there ſeems not that ſerious regard to prefle the 
dranoetich part hereof on mens conſcience, as if this 
were to be reftricted to a few who are more know- 
iog,learned, and of an inquiſitive ſpirit about the 
74tionall: certainty of the truth , and for whom theſe 
choiſe and abundant helps of this kind , which are 
1nthisage, ſeem more peculiarly directed, Its 
ſare, that the Chriſtian faith tn the firſt r5mes did 
remarkably then ſpread and prevail , by theſe clear 
evidences hereof to the judgment , made eftectuall 
by the ſpirit of God , more then by extraordinare mi- , 
racles, nor knew they otherwiſe what it was to be - 
Chriſtians but by imbracing the truth with a full aſi- 
rance of underſtanding , no leſle then of delight To, 
afedtion. But ifit be objeted, it is not the lame 
caſe now, where religion is planted in a nation,” and 
hath an uncontrollable publick, profeſſion Ny ns + 
- ſup-* . 
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ſupport of huniane larves " know no weight this cati 
hay» except that Should be admitt therwith,quod nunc 
naſcuntur Chriſtiani, ſed non fiunt, 7, Yeais it not ſures 
( tho it ſeems little underſtood , ) that the prima 

grounds and evidences of our faith are not only as to their 
end demonſtrative of the truth and divinity of the Scrip- 
cure » but are upon the matter ſuch demonſtrations alſo 
which moſt natively refult from- the ſame by infallt 
ble conſequences aud are thus to be accounted not as us 
man\ut divine arguments, given us by thc ſpirit of God. 


81 $hall but further add ,: how ſuch as doe ſeriouſly 
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-ponder things,will find this demonſtration to be not more 


important thea clear , that to be a confirmed Chriſtian 
and a confirmed Proteſtant are convertible terms; and that 
if theſe as are under that deplorable bondage and dark- 
neſſe of popery were bur once awaked to ſee the rruth & 
certainty of the Chriſtian faith » by its mtrinfick and 
objeHive evidence » and tiken off that drutish credult- 
ty and dependance on the alone credite of others here- 
in, it might be faid the ftrongeſt ingine to hold up that 
profejiion were then broke, and should ſee the doRrine 
and rule of faith to be of ſuch full and perſpicnons evidence 
from the Scripture, as without blaſphemy they oould 
not ſeek from the Lord to give them a plainer rule, then 
what he hath there given. 


READER. 


; bh like yow may think firang , how theſe few Sheets in 


the cloſe fall in here, after the forgoing part was fini- 
hed ; but tho they meet in one defigne and intereſt, yet 
was not this then intended untill the former was done , ard 


fit might tend to a ſolid uſe and fruit unto any, T shdll 


forbear a further Apology herein, I may trutie ſay » the . © 
weight of the ſubject hath carryed is ſome further lenth 


\ then was defigned , when T ſamuch ſought to be chort , as 
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 Taim 26 Ayiching of 16ir kind , 1 Attrouginilf aj 
', Toi aide 'any unneceſſare miultiplying | of Words »: 318 
Teaft it may make ſome vhihgs ſeem'a-litle-anyh ge bu firf 
Took. ,* tho'T hope not upon any ſerious peruſall of Me ſame 
Two things I muſt further crave leave to add ; -1 that when 
fone ſuccin& view of the great aſſiſtances and confirmal 
$70ns of our faith is. here offered » which theſe of the low 
eft capacity of ' the Church ,” might with' that advantayil 
improve's as ina. few howers , by reading it ſonie times 
over > may beſo. far impreſſed '0n- their mind and judgY 
ment > that they could give ſome clear and. judicious-: ac 
count thereofgit may be by ſuch but ſeriouſly weighed & takin 
#0 heart of what conceirn the uſe hereof is: 2, That I-wouldſ 
humbly judge alſo,it were a moſt ſpecrall ſervice for thetruthſ 
in. this day', 'to have ſome short DireQory and remen| 
brancex of the great a&ts of the Lord and monument! 
of his Proyidence now under-the New Teſtament , in that 
-maner held forth as might: moſt tend to ſome univerſall uſe 
of all within theChurch.Iconfeſſe my defire preſſed me to ſom 
Jmal-efſay herein, with intent to have joyned it to this worke 
\but havetng with much conviftion- laid this wholly afidel 
«as to any- further appearence that » fois it withan 
earneft defire., that ſome more ' qualifyed > might tak 
#0-heart.and under their hand ſo great a ſervice" both fol 
- #heir_generation and poſterity. . 1t is. ſure. the Lord hat 
defigned his people to be tought the greatneſſe of his workel| 
as well as the precepts of his word » and as no duty js mot 
prefſed then this under the Old Teftament both as to Public 
:and Family inftrution' , ſo are meno'leſſe accorftable i 
. . ; ; = © ei 
6 laft times for this improvment of ſuth:aSare c I 0671 
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*Publick.» . and uncontrollable exidenct;, and \shouldbe-th 
care .of each age to have that ſolemne remembrance kept # 

= 'Þereof., ſo as not a few., but” the very multitude within 

' Church might be as a publich Library and'Repofittry" of © 
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